
SUNDAY 6th December 2nd Sunday in Advent 

Welcome & Announcements  (Gifts for life video) 

Video Advent ‘Prince of Peace’ 

Praise  ‘Joy to the world’ 

Opening Prayer  & Confession pg 117 -118 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 40:1-5 

New Testament Reading  2 Peter 3-13 

Sermon 

Prayers for Others pg 121- 122 

Song  Light of the world 

Benediction 

Communion 

Advent Candles  

Last Sunday we lit the first candle in our Advent ring, the candle 
of Hope.  We light it again as we remember that Christ, who was 
born in Bethlehem, will come again to fulfil all of God’s promises 
to us. The second candle of Advent is the candle of Peace.  Peace 

is a word that we hear a lot.  It is one of the things that we hope 
for.  Christ brought peace when He first came to us and He will 
bring everlasting peace when He comes again. The prophet Isaiah 
called Christ “the Prince of Peace”.  When Jesus came He taught 
people the importance of being peace makes.  He said that those 

who make peace shall be called children of God. We light the 

candle of peace to remind us that Jesus is the Prince of Peace 
and that through Him peace is found. (Candle is lit) 

Peace is like a light shining in a dark place.  As we look at this 
Candle we celebrate the peace we find in Jesus Christ. 

Prayer- Thank you God for the peace You give us.  We ask that as 
we wait for all Your promises to come true, and for Christ to 
come again, that You would remain present with us.  Help us 
today, and everyday to worship You, to hear Your word, and to do 
Your will by sharing Your hope with each other.  We ask it in the 
name of the One who was born in Bethlehem. Amen. 

Praise Joy to the World 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.  



Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns; 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods,                                                         
rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

Prayer    God of all glory, you brought the universe into 
existence, and raised up witnesses to your greatness and love. 
We praise and adore you. Grant that by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit we may worship and serve you, and praise your holy 
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is, 'Hear, O 
Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.’  

The second is this: 'Love your neighbour as yourself.' There is no 
other commandment greater than these. ’I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another.’  

Amen Lord have mercy.  

So let us now confess our sins to God, trusting in his mercy and 
forgiveness. 

Holy and forgiving God, we have sinned against you and each 
other in thought and word and deed. We have turned from 
your life-giving word, and ignored the message of those you 
sent. We are unprepared for the coming of Your Son. Have 
mercy upon us and forgive us, that strengthened by your love 
we may serve you more faithfully; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

 ‘I am making all things new’ says the Lord. This is Christ’s 
gracious word to us ‘Our sins are forgiven.’                                           
Amen thanks be to God. 

Isaiah 40:1-5 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has 

served her term,  that her penalty is paid, that she has 
received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of 
the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
level, and the rough places a plain.  Then the glory of 
the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 



2 Peter 3:3-13 
3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers 
will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They 
will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our 
ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning 
of creation.” 5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by 
God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was 
formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the 
world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same 
word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being 
kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a 
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a 
day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will 
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and 
the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 
11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of 
people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly 
lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its 
coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens 
by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping 
with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a 
new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

SERMON      We booked our holidays, we fixed our dates, we 

made our plans...& then Covid 19 invaded our year & everything 

changed... Things that we took for granted like meeting up with 
family & friends... like going to school or work... or even gathering 
together to worship God in our Church building...  Everything 
changed.. It was almost surreal... hard to take in.. that our lives 
could be turned upside down so quickly & yet they could. And for 
most of us the SHOCK of all these sudden changes left us felling 
uneasy & anxious.... its been a year unlike any other & perhaps 
even now, despite good news about vaccines, we feel as if things 
are very dark....  

This morning’s New Testament reading comes from the letter of 
2nd Peter, a letter written to help Christians as they struggled 
against opposition & FALSE TEACHING...a letter written to help 
believers REFOCUS on the truth & so encourage their hearts.. 
Slide 1.     FOR there were those in their community who peter 
refers to as FALSE PROPHETS & TEACHERS (2:1) these people 
were, Peter says, deniers of the truth & they were insatiable 
for sin.. 2:14  Yes if we were to read through the 2nd chapter of 
this letter we would find that Peter doesn’t hold back in his 
condemnation of these wolves in sheep’s clothing...for these 
teachers ‘promised freedom but they themselves are slaves of 
corruption...’ 2:19 Their lives were saturated with immorality. 
But this immorality wasn’t what Peter wanted to address in this 
portion of his letter. No here Peter focuses on a very 
fundamental aspect of Christian belief that these false teachers 
were denying ... Jesus’ second coming.   Slide 2 

It’s sometime ago now but back before the news was completely 
dominated by the Pandemic & its effect on our lives... I 



remember listening to a radio programme that was discussing a 
report about pensions...a report that said that people in the UK 
were not saving enough for their retirement & that drastic 
action was needed from the government to do something to make 
people in the 40’s & 50’s save more for their retirement. Of 
course as they discussed this issue it was noted that NO 
government really wanted to tackle this issue too strongly as it 
would be very costly & unpopular in the here & now.. It was easier 
to continue to push the problem on to the next government. 

Yes while some may be pretty good about planning & saving for 
their future... others are not...  And if talking about our financial 
futures seems rather difficult... then how much more difficult 
can it be for us to begin to think about something much deeper 
than our money...  Our lives...our souls... And our world & it’s end...   
Yes faced with such uncomfortable sombre issues... isn’t there a 
big temptation to just forget it...or deny it...Perhaps to say   
Slide3 , as I had someone say to me just the other day.... sure 
it’s just the CIRCLE of LIFE... birth & death... birth & death... & 
the world just goes on...  Now I don’t know if the person I was 
talking to was more influencing by Walt Disney’s the LION KING 
or by some Eastern mystical thinking.... But that type of 
thinking.... that LIFE & HISTORY & EVERYTHING is sort of 
cyclical... that things just keep repeating themselves... that 
perhaps people are reincarnated... or maybe we become part of 
the universe.. So we don’t worry about death...for its the circle 
of life... things just flow round & round... These ideas are more 
popular in our society than they have ever been... 

On the other hand... of course, there are many others who slide 4 
believe that all of us are just bunches of cells & that there is no 
such thing as a spiritual life or a soul of a person...So there’s 
nothing after death... & No real purpose in life except to try & be 
as fulfilled as you can & try to be good... or at least what you 
consider to be generally good...    History isn’t going anywhere.. 
And so depending upon whether we are optimists or pessimists 
we might believe that either our world will get gradually better 
as we shape a ‘brave new world’ or it might get destroyed in a 
nuclear war....    But for now life just continues... 

As we continue this morning through this Advent Season...               
we REMIND ourselves once again that ADVENT literally means 
coming & that the bible teaches us clearly that ONE day Jesus 
will Come again... Slide 5  Come, not as a Meek little babe born in 
Bethlehem... but as the King of the universe, the righteous 
judge...  Come as the One who will shine brighter than the sun 
Come as the one whose light will penetrate all darkness & whose 
light will REVEAL the TRUTH about everything & Everyone...  

This is the truth that Peter seeks to make crystal clear to the 
scoffers & those who were struggling with doubt among the 
Christians in his day. And Peter’s argument is simple... to those 
who say.. “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? .... everything 
goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.”  Peter says.. 
listen everything doesn’t go on in the same way forever...                  
You forget Peter says that God made the heavens by the word 
of his command & then in response to humanities terrible sin & 
rebellion  He used the water to destroy the world with a 



mighty flood.  Slide6  So everything doesn’t go on the same… 
God can & does get involved in our world. He is not a FICTIONAL 
being, Nor an impersonal cosmic force.. NOR is He an 
UNCARING , ABSENT  God who just set up our universe & then 
moved on to something else…Peter reminds us that God cares 
deeply about what is happening in this world… so deeply that at 1 
point in history …He judged the earth through a flood. So deeply 
that He won’t allow injustice, greed, pain & evil to continue.. One 
DAY He will intervene & judge the earth again through His SON 
Jesus.       

Your’e so old. Those were words spoken to me by 1 of my 
children one morning after I turned 50 last year. But those 
words CONTRASTED totally with the reaction of 1 man in my 
Brookeborough congregation who was well in his 80’s & told me 
that ‘I was only a youngster’…Yes from 1 perspective 50 seems 
sooo old  but to another it feels like nothing…  Slide 7 

Yes Time is a strange thing.. & as we remembered last week....  
& as we read again this morning the reason that God hasn’t called 
TIME on our world already is that he is being patient for your 
sake. He does not want anyone to perish, so he is giving more 
time for everyone to repent.vs 9  YES God’s ALARM clock isn’t 
BROKE  the reason that Jesus hasn’t returned already is because 
The LORD is compassionate & gracious, slow to anger, 
abounding in love. Psalm 103:8   it is God’s good patient merciful 
nature that holds back His hand.. It’s His desire to see everyone  
respond to Jesus’ offer of mercy that makes Him delay.... 

And that should say 2 things to us this Advent...   To those who 
haven’t responded yet to Jesus’ offer of forgiveness... to those 
who have been muddling through trying to be good... or just living 
life their own way....  This passage says.. SLIDE 8   Don’t 
Delay...TAKE TIME THIS ADVENT to REALLY MAKE SURE that 
you have Turned & Trusted in Jesus.... surrendered your life to 
Him... Turn to Jesus & give God the proper place on the throne of 
your life...               Do it now... FOR there will come a moment 
when TIME will literally RUN out either for us personally as we 
die... or when Jesus returns...  & God wants us all to be ready.... 

I have to admit that I am someone who generally works better 
under pressure certainly in college being given a deadline for my 
ESSAY certainly helped me get focussed & do the work..In this 
way this passage says to  Slide 9  Christians LOOK forward ... 
the end is in sight.. SO LIVE NOW with your eyes focussed on 
the FINISH LINE.... Live in a GODLY WAY in the here & 
now.... Live for God & live in a way that shares the love & 
light of Jesus.... 

Live with Expectantly...   Live in HOPE.... & offer that HOPE to 
others by helping them understand that Jesus offers a fresh 
start to everyone who comes to him... Live LOOKING forward to 
the new heavens & the new earth....  

As the day light continues to get shorter at this time of year... 
as we continue to struggle with restrictions, isolation & anxiety. 
We hear this morning the TRUTH ...that One day all this will 
end , that one day Jesus, the light of the world, Jhn 8:12 will 



return AND EVERYTHING WILL CHANGE FOREVER....I pray 
that we will all be ready... 

So we take a moment of quiet as we have that opportunity to 
respond to what God is saying to us.... 

Prayer- Lord shine your light on us...and into us this morning.. 
Reveal to us how you are calling us personally to respond... And 
please give us grace & courage to do so... 

Prayers of Intercession   And so we continue in prayer as we 
pray for others...  we use the Response .. Come Lord Jesus 

In joyful expectation of his coming to reign we pray to our Lord, 
saying, Come, Lord Jesus.        Come Lord Jesus 

Come to your world as King of the nations. We pray for the 
leaders of our nation & the leaders of others... Before you rulers 
will stand in silence. Come Lord Jesus.     Come Lord Jesus 

Come to your Church as Lord & Judge. We pray for all those in 
leadership positions in our own Church & in other denominations. 
Help us all to live in the light of your coming & give us a longing to 
do your will. Come Lord Jesus.    Come Lord Jesus 

Come to your people as Saviour & bearer of pain. We remember 
those who have requested our prayers... we remember all those in 
our own Church family who have been in hospital... give them 
strength & help to recover...  to those we know who are 
continuing to struggle with illness, we pray especially for baby 
Adrianna and little Lena...  Lord enfold us all in your love & mercy, 

wipe away the tears of failure, fear & distress, & set us free to 
serve you forever. Come Lord Jesus.     Come Lord Jesus 

Come to us from heaven with power & great glory, & lift us up to 
meet you, where with all your saints & angels, we live with you for 
ever. Come Lord Jesus.     Come Lord Jesus 

Hymn 

Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes, Let me see 
Beauty that made this heart adore you 
Hope of a life spent with you. 

Here I am to worship,  Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that you're my God 
You're altogether lovely, Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me. 

King of all days, O So highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly you came to the earth you created 
All for love's sake became poor   Chorus 

I'll never know how much it cost                                                          
To see my sin upon that cross  X2    And  Chorus 

In a second we will have our closing prayer, following that we will 
play a song as we each have that opportunity to prepare our 
hearts before we come to the Lord’s table... 



Prayer- Lord let your light shine on us & help us walk in your 
light no matter how dark our path may become.... and we share 
the grace together...            


