
The Ark & YPG Gift Service       Sunday 13th December 20 
Order of Service 

Welcome & Announcements                Colin 
Candle of Joy  Advent Wreath   Colin 
Carol  Hark the Herald  
Reading 1 Isaiah 7v13-14, 9 v6-7         Craig Gordon 
Carol  See Him Lying 
Prayer for the Offering     Colin 
Reading 2 Luke 2 v1-7                          Charis Milligan 
Nativity Video                           The Ark & YPG  
Carol  Silent Night     Ethan flute 
Talk        Laura 
Prayer for others  videos   Kirsty Peel, Caitlin Bothwell & 
      Sarah Pope  
Carol  It's Christmas! 
Benediction       Laura 

Welcome & Announcements                Colin 

Candle of Joy   Advent Wreath 
Last Sunday we lit the candle of Peace.  We light it and the 
candle of hope again as we remember that Christ, who 
was born in Bethlehem, will come again to judge the world 
and bring it to everlasting peace.  
The third candle of Advent is the candle of Joy.  When the 
Angel Gabriel told Mary that a special child would be born 
to her she was filled with Joy.  She sang a song that began 
with the words: “My soul magnifies the Lord, my spirit 
rejoices in God my Saviour. 

Just as the birth of Jesus gave great joy to His mother, so His 
presence in the world gave joy to those who had none 
before.  He healed them and gave them hope and peace 
when they believed in Him.  From hope, peace and love 
grows joy.  
We light the candle of joy to remind us that when Jesus was 
born in us we have joy and that through Him there will be 
everlasting joy on earth.  
Joy is like a light shining in a dark place.  As we look at this 
candle we celebrate the joy that we find in Jesus Christ.  
Thank you God for the joy You give us.  We ask that as we 
wait for all Your promises to come true, and for Christ to 
come again, that You would remain present with us.  Help 
us today, and everyday to worship You, to hear Your word, 
and to do Your will by sharing Your hope with each other.  
We ask it in the name of the One who was born in 
Bethlehem.  Amen. 

Carol  Hark the Herald  

Hark the herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 
With the angelic host proclaim: 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 



Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings 
Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 
Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 
Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!” 

Reading 1 Isaiah 7v13-14, 9 v6-7         Craig Gordon 

Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not 
enough to try the patience of humans? Will you try the 
patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and will call him Immanuel. 

For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the greatness of his government and peace 
    there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 
    and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 
    from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
    will accomplish this. 

Carol  See Him Lying 

1 See him lying on a bed of straw: 
a draughty stable with an open door; 
Mary cradling the babe she bore 
the prince of glory is his name. 
    
   O now carry me to Bethlehem 
   to see the Lord of love again: 
   just as poor as was the stable then, 
   the prince of glory when he came. 

2 Star of silver, sweep across the skies, 
show where Jesus in the manger lies; 



shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise 
to see the saviour of the world! 
   O now carry me... 

3 Angels, sing again the song you sang, 
sing the glory of God's gracious plan; 
Sing that Bethl'em's little baby can 
be the saviour of us all. 
   O now carry me… 
4 Mine are riches, from your poverty, 
from your innocence, eternity; 
mine, forgiveness by your death for me, 
child of sorrow for my joy. 
   O now carry me… 

Prayer for the Offering 

Reading 2 Luke 2 v1-7                          Charis Milligan 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2  (This 
was the first census that took place while[a] Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town 
to register. 
4  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He 
went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they 
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and 
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 

cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 
guest room available for them. 

Nativity Video                           The Ark & YPG  

Our own telling of the Nativity Story with Play it By Ear 
Drama Company. 

Carol  Silent Night     Ethan flute 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon Virgin Mother and Child, 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in Heavenly peace! 
sleep in Heavenly peace! 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from Heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 
Christ, the Saviour, is born! 
Christ, the Saviour, is born! 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, Love’s pure light 
radiant, beams from Thy Holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 



Talk - Chocolate Orange 

Who likes to eat lots of food at Christmas time? 

What about Chocolate? It doesn’t feel like Christmas unless 
have have one of these!! A Selection Box!!  
It also doesn’t feel like Christmas unless I get one of these…
every year I get one of these in the very bottom of my 
Stocking! What do you think it is? 

It is a chocolate orange. Hands up if you like chocolate 
oranges? I like them because when you eat it you can 
almost convince yourself that because it is called an 
orange it is good for you … even although you know that it 
is not. 

But I like chocolate oranges from another reason. Did you 
know that it helps us think about Christmas? 

At Christmas time we remember that Jesus came to the 
world to be a king for everyone.  
What do kings and queens wear? 
Whenever I think about kings and queens I always think of 
them wearing jewels and sparkling things – just like the 
wrapper around the chocolate orange. 

Can anyone remember what the angels said to the 
shepherds in the Nativity Story? The Angel said,’I am 
bringing you good news that will be great joy to all the 
people.’ 

They said that something amazing had happened not just 
for some people but for the whole world. And look at the 
shape of our chocolate orange – it looks like our world, a 
very small globe because of its shape. So the chocolate 
orange helps us to remember that Jesus came to earth for 
everyone and not just those in churches or those we think 
are good people but for everyone. 

The best bit about a chocolate orange is how you eat it. 
Does anyone know what you need to do to get all the 
segments separate?  
That’s right you have to hit it really hard or drop it from a 
great height. Ok, I’m going to drop it and see what 
happens?! 

Now this is the really exciting bit of the chocolate orange. 
We get to open it! 
Look at the orange now – it is in lots of little bits and when 
you take the wrapper off they all open up and we can eat 
them!   
When the shepherds heard the news they went straight to 
the stable where the baby Jesus had been born. And after 
they had seen the baby Jesus they went and told 
everyone that they met about him and shared the good 
news with all the people they saw.  

You know, when we hear good news it is very difficult to 
keep it to ourselves and we want to tell others about it. At 
Christmas time we need to remember to share the good 
news of a King who was born for everyone in the world. We 



need to tell people how special the baby Jesus is and how 
important he is for the whole world. 
And just as we need to share the story of our King, the baby 
Jesus, let’s share the chocolate orange… 

Under normal circumstances I would share this out with you 
but it’s not normal circumstances so instead in your paper 
gift bag you will see a wrapped chocolate orange 
segment for you to enjoy and hopefully it will remind you of 
our message today and help you share it with the people 
you meet.  

Let’s pray together… 

Prayers for Others  Videos 

Kirsty Peel 

Let us pray. Dear Lord, as we enter the Christmas period we 
ask that You will be with those suffering from covid-19. 
Please be with those that have lost loved one throughout 
the year and were not able to spend their final moments 
with their relatives. We pray that the vaccine will bring 
much needed hope and is a light at the end of the tunnel 
so we can bring some sense of normality back to our lives. 
As we enter the winter months we pray for those working in 
the NHS looking after the sick. We pray that you will keep 
the hospital staff and their families safe. Lord, please 
remember in our prayers those that are suffering from other 
illnesses. We pray for those with life threatening illnesses 
such as cancer whose treatment has been halted. Give 

them strength while they wait for treatment to be restarted. 
All this we pray in your name. Amen 

Caitlin Bothwell 

Heavenly father, I thank you for friends and family and that 
we are able to enjoy their company this Christmas time. I 
thank you for this church and its congregation and that we 
are able to come together and praise you and support 
one another in this difficult time. Lord, I ask that you look 
after the lonely especially after this very isolating year and 
just let them know that they are not alone on these 
oncoming months. In Your name we pray, Amen. 

Sarah Pope 

Let us pray. Dear Lord I just pray that you will be with this 
whole world this Christmas. I pray that Your light will shine so 
brightly in so many peoples lives and especially this year I 
pray for leaders and governments. I pray that You will give 
them the right information and advice so that they can 
help their countries especially with what is going on at the 
moment. I pray for any countries going through war or civil 
unrest, I really pray that You will end those wars and bring 
peace back to them. God, I pray that all those people 
facing war will be able to know Your peace with them and 
know that they are so loved by You and that Your 
goodness is still there. And God I pray that You will help 
shine so bright for them. I pray also for all the refugees who 
don’t have a home this Christmas. I pray that You will calm 
all their fears and that You will comfort them and help them 



this year. I pray for those in poverty as well God, please 
provide for them and let them know how close You are to 
them. I pray that everyone that doesn’t know You this 
Christmas will come to know You and that they will be able 
to hear the good news that You bring, and that will bring 
peace and comfort even when things seem dark. I pray for 
the homeless as well, that they will find shelter and rest and 
that You will be their hope this Christmas. I pray for the 
whole world that You will show Your light and the true 
meaning of Christmas that they will find hope in dark times. 
Amen. 

Carol  It's Christmas! 

Away in a manger no crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus laid down 
His sweet head, the stars in the sky 
Looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying 
He makes, I love Thee Lord Jesus! 
Look down from the sky and stay 
By my cradle til morning is nigh 

It’s Christmas! 
The angels are singing 
And I know the reason, 
the Saviour is born 
It’s Christmas! 
The bells are ringing 

And I feel like shouting 
Joy to the world! 

Be near me, Lord Jesus I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me I pray 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 
And fit us for heaven 
To live with Thee there 

It’s Christmas! 
The angels are singing 
And I know the reason, 
the Saviour is born 
It’s Christmas! 
The bells are ringing 
And I feel like shouting 
Joy to the world! 

Go tell it on the mountain, 
Over the hills and everywhere! 
Go, tell it on the mountain that 
Jesus Christ is born! 

It’s Christmas! 
The angels are singing 
And I know the reason, 
the Saviour is born 
It’s Christmas! 
The bells are ringing 
And I feel like shouting 
Joy to the world! 

Benediction


