SUNDAY 20th Dec 20 4th Advent
Call to worship from Isaiah 63:7-9 and Luke 2:8-20.
Advent Candles
First Reading Luke 1:8-17 Olivia Elder

CALL TO WORSHIP Glory to God in the highest!
And hope to every discouraged heart.
Glory to God in the highest!
And peace to every conflicted soul.
Glory to God in the highest!
And joy to every downcast spirit.

Carol HP 110 O come all ye faithful

Glory to God in the highest!

Prayer

Let us sing praises to our God.

And love to everyone.

Second Reading – video Luke 1:26- 35

Let us offer this light against the darkness.

Prayer for Offering

Lighting our Advent Candles

Third Reading- Video Matthew 1:18-23

Today is the 4th Sunday of Advent, the Sunday of Love. Jesus

Choir piece? Video – Hark the glad sound

form. Those who believe in Him & live in Him, live in love. Love

Fourth reading- video Luke 2:1-20
Sermon
Prayers
Closing Carol HP 108 It came upon a midnight clear
Benediction

shows us God’s perfect love. He is God’s perfect love in human
transforms & perfects all things. It never ends. We light this
candle today to remind us that God is love. We thank God for
the love He gives us, for the peace He bestows, for the joy He
pours into our hearts, & for the love that redeems us & shows us
the way. Prayer- O God of love, Emmanuel, send Your light into
our hearts at this time. Help us to be ready for the time of
Christ’s appearing. Grant that we may so dwell in Him that his
perfect love fills our entire being. Make our worship a time in
which we celebrate Your love and are made ready to show that

Welcome & Announcements

love to the whole world – both day – and forever. Amen.

Luke 1:8-17 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he
was serving as priest before God,

9

he was chosen by

lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the
temple of the Lord and burn incense.

10

And when the time for

the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were
praying outside.

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb;
Son of the Father, begotten, not created;
O come, let us adore Him X3
Christ the Lord!
See how the shepherds, summoned to His cradle,

Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the
right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he
was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said to
him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard.
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him
John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice
because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the
Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he
will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 He
will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their
God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power
of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and
the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.”

Leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;

Carol ‘O Come all Ye faithful’

O come, let us adore Him X3
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O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!

We too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;
O come, let us adore Him X3
Christ the Lord!
Lo! star-led chieftains, magi, Christ adoring,
Offer him incense, gold and myrrh;
We to the Christ-child bring our hearts oblations:
O come, let us adore Him X3
Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God, glory in the highest;
Christ the Lord!

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem

Prayer- Lord this morning we do faithfully & joyfully to adore

Come and behold Him

& worship You... For You are True God of true God, Light from

Born the King of Angels

Light Eternal, You are God...Father Son & Spirit... God of majesty

O come, let us adore Him X3

who created everything, putting stars in their places...Giving life

Christ the Lord!

& pouring out goodness... God Higher than All...yet also God who

abhorred not the virgins womb... God who took on flesh &

power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to

humbled Yourself... God who came near, in the form of a

be born will be called the Son of God.

vulnerable baby... God of majesty You are also the King of Love...
And as we approach Your cradle again this Christmas... we bow
low for we know that we have not always been the people we
should be.... We confess our sins to Jesus ....

Prayer for Offering
Matthew 1:18-23
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His

Lord we thank you that your word tells us that If we confess our

mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before

sins, (You) are faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and

they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the

purify us from all unrighteousness.

Holy Spirit.

In Jesus our sins are forgiven.

law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had

In the 6th month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee,

27

to a virgin pledged to be

married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The
28

The angel went to her & said,

“Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.”
29

Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the

in mind to divorce her quietly.

Luke 1:26-35

virgin’s name was Mary.

19

Mary was greatly troubled at his words & wondered what kind

of greeting this might be.

30

But the angel said to her, “Do not be

afraid, Mary; you have found favour with God.

31

You will conceive

& give birth to a son, & you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be
great & will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God
will give him the throne of his father David,

33

and he will reign

over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
34

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

35

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the

20

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord

appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not
be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

21

She will give birth to a

son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save
his people from their sins.”
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All this took place to fulfil what

the Lord had said through the prophet:

23

“The virgin will

conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
Choir

Hark the glad sound! The Saviour comes,

The Saviour promised long;
Let every heart prepare a throne,
And every voice a song.

He comes the broken heart to bind,

will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and

The bleeding soul to cure,

lying in a manger.”

And with the treasures of His grace

13

To enrich the humble poor.

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with

the angel, praising God and saying,

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,

14

“Glory to God in the highest

heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.”

Thy welcome shall proclaim;

15

And heaven’s eternal arches ring

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the

shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see

With Thy belovèd name

this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

Luke 2:1-20 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree

16

that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This

who was lying in the manger.

was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor

spread the word concerning what had been told them about this

of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 4 So

child,

Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to

said to them.

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to

pondered them in her heart.

the house & line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary,

glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and

who was pledged to be married to him & was expecting a

seen, which were just as they had been told.

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby,

18

17

When they had seen him, they

and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
19

But Mary treasured up all these things and
20

The shepherds returned,

child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be
born, 7 & she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him
in cloths & placed him in a manger, because there was no guest
8

SERMON

He nearly had a heart attack... arachnophobe Len

room available for them. And there were shepherds living out in

Nupples from Montana in America woke up on his wedding day to

the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An

discover he was covered in lots of highly poisonous black widow

angel of the Lord appeared to them, & the glory of the Lord

spiders... the 25 year old was so terrified that he couldn't move

shone around them, & they were terrified.
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But the angel said to

them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause
great joy for all the people.
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Today in the town of David a

Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.

or call for help as he thought the slightest noise or movement
would result in scores of deadly bites. So he lay very still
ignoring the frequent phone calls as his wedding hour
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This

approached... he missed the service & he didn’t even move as

friends battered at his door... finally he was rescued by police
who broke down his door to discover Len frozen in fear.. It was
only at that point that they discovered that the spiders were...
plastic ...OPPS!

They had been a bad wedding day prank....

I don't know if you are afraid of spiders... or snakes... heights...
the virus or losing your job... or something else..
But this year of all years, we certainly know that our world has
been gripped by all sorts of fear & anxiety.... Yes this year has
been so difficult & people have tried to deal with that in
different ways... And so I have listened as people talked up
Christmas...rushing to put their decorations up... One couple on
the radio saying that this had been such a hard year that they
had decided to celebrate Christmas early ...in October.... While

. 12 Zechariah was shaken & overwhelmed with fear when he
saw him. 13 But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah!
God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give
you a son, & you are to name him John. 14 You will have great
joy & gladness, & many will rejoice at his birth, 15 ... he will
turn many Israelites to the Lord their God. 17 He will be a
man with the spirit and power of Elijah. He will prepare the
people for the coming of the Lord
Not surprisingly Zechariah was shaken to the core... terrified..
Yes in the days before that very first Christmas there were
those who were afraid .. perhaps not only afraid of the angel but
also afraid that things wouldn't change , that their prayers were
not being heard.. that God didn't care... could that be us?
Afraid this isn’t going to end ...afraid.... we have nothing to look

others have argued that Christmas should be toned down or even

foward to..?

cancelled.... Yes this year many face Christmas with fear

Then there was Mary...Yes around 6 months after the angel

whispering in their ears.... so different from normal...
Or is it... ? For when we read what the bible tells us about the
events that led up to that first Christmas we discover that FEAR

visits Zechariah ... Mary (Elizabeth's much younger relative) had
a heavenly visitor too..and not surprisingly the bible tells us that
Mary was ... Confused and disturbed, But the ANGEL TOLD

is mentioned an awful lot....

HER NOT TO BE AFRAID, for she was going to have a baby... A

First there was Zechariah...the priest we heard about in our
first reading from Luke chapter 1. The bible tells us that
Zechariah & his wife Elizabeth had been trying for a child for
years but it seemed their prayers wouldn't be answered, UNTIL
1 day in the TEMPLE suddenly THERE was the angel of the Lord...
then we are told that

afraid... then you tell me that even though I am a virgin I am

baby! Mary must have thought ... you are telling me not to be
going to have a baby ...
Yes if Zechariah & Elizabeth had been afraid that things would
NEVER change then Mary was afraid that whether she liked it or
not EVERYTHING was going to change...could that be us?

Afraid that... our old life has slipped away... that our health, or

job of looking after the sheep... MINDING their own business

our job or our business or even our Church will never be the way

when the bible tells us in Luke 2 that ...

it was...the way we like it...?

the Lord appeared among them, & the radiance of the Lord’s

Then there was Joseph...Now we hear about him in Matthew

9

Suddenly, an angel of

glory surrounded them. They were terrified

gospel chapter 1.. Where we are told that Joseph was a righteous

Now I have to admit I have jumped once or twice when our cat

man.. a good man..not someone who wanted to harm anyone... He

jumped out suddenly when I didn’t expect it... SO I am fairly

was engaged to Mary but then he discovered that she was

sure that I like the shepherds would have almost fainted with

pregnant, she was going to have a baby... Joseph must have been

fear if an ANGEL suddenly appeared out of nowhere 1 dark

devastated... WHAT HAD Mary DONE? What would everyone

night... Yes we can all understand why the shepherds were

say? And Joseph must have been hurt and afraid.. He didn’t want

afraid... BUT then came the message ...a message that began with

to hurt Mary or get his own back so he decided to divorce her

the same simple but powerful words that God had spoken to

quietly... it was surely for the best? But then an angel of the

Zechariah... Mary... Joseph.. & now the shepherds...

Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” the
angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For
the child within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit.
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And

she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus for he
will save his people from their sins.”

loved...

afraid

COULD that be us?

of

what

others

thought..

Are we facing into 2021 with broken or

hurting relationships... wondering if they can ever be made
right... or are we afraid of what others think of us... afraid of
what others will say about us when we aren’t there....
Then finally we have the shepherds..

will bring great joy to all people.

11

The Saviour, yes, the

Messiah, the Lord—has been born today
A simple message...DON'T be AFRAID...don't be afraid.. that

Joseph had been afraid that he had been betrayed... that he
wasn't

“Don’t be afraid!” the angel said. “I bring you good news that

Yes the good old

shepherds, those ordinary poor men out on a hillside doing their

things won't change or that God isn't listening... Don't be afraid
if you feel that everything has changed... that things will never
be the same again... Don't be afraid of what others might think...
or the voices from those around... Yes Don't be afraid... if you
,like the shepherds, just feel completely overwhelmed with what
is happening & aren’t sure what to do..

This morning God's

message to us is simple... Don't be afraid..

WHY? Well because
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The Saviour, yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born

This Christmas do not fear for you aren’t alone...

So let us take a moment to respond to God
Prayer- Lord God we come to You as we are... with our worries &
fears & concerns... for ourselves & for others.... And in the
quiet now we ask You to touch our hearts... stir up our faith... &
help us know that we are not alone...

Still through the cloven skies they come,
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats
O’er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains,
They bend on hovering wing,

We pray also for others.... for those who are ill in hospital or at

And ever o’er its Babel sounds

home... And we pray for those who care for them...

The blessèd angels sing.

We pray too for our leaders both in our state... in business & in
our Church & others... God give them the clear guidance &
courage to follow it...
And now we pray for those who have asked for our prayers....

Yet with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;

We pray for 14 year old Cole who is now in coma..

And man, at war with man, hears not

We pray for Johnny in ICU after major surgery... We continue

The love-song which they bring;

to remember little Lena & Adrianna as they recover..

O hush the noise, ye men of strife,

And we pray for all those who have lost loved ones in these past
days...& we sum up our prayers saying together... Our Father...
CAROL- It came upon a midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth,
To touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to men,
From heaven’s all-gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay,
To hear the angels sing.

And hear the angels sing.
For lo!, the days are hastening on,
To prophets shown of old,
When with the ever-circling years
Shall come the time foretold,
When the new heaven and earth shall own
The Prince of Peace their King,
And all the world repeat the song
Which now the angels sing.
Final Blessing

