
Sunday 10th January 2021  

Welcome & Announcements                            

Call to worship Ps 63 1-4                               

Hymn HP 260 Jesus is Lord                                            

Prayer                                                                

Old Testament Reading Psalm 15                             

Video   ‘New Years transformation’                               

Prayer for the offering                                           

New Testament Reading  Matthew 5:1-12                 

Sermon                                                       

Prayers                                                            

Hymn HP 139 The kingdom of God is justice & joy 

Blessing 

Call to worship Psalm 63 

You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; 

I thirst for you,  my whole being longs for you, 
2 I have seen you in the sanctuary 

    and beheld your power and your glory. 
3 Because your love is better than life, 

    my lips will glorify you. 
4 I will praise you as long as I live, 

    and in your name I will lift up my hands. 

 

Hymn 

Jesus Is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it, 
For by His power each tree and flower was planned and made. 

Jesus Is Lord! The universe declares It, 
Sun, moon and stars in heaven cry, ‘Jesus Is Lord!’ 

Jesus Is Lord! Jesus Is Lord! 
Praise Him with Hallelujahs 
For Jesus Is Lord! 

Jesus Is Lord! Yet from His throne eternal 
In flesh He came to die in pain on Calvary’s tree. 
Jesus Is Lord! From Him all life proceeding, 
Yet gave His life a ransom thus setting us free. 

Jesus Is Lord! Jesus Is Lord! 
Praise Him with Hallelujahs 
For Jesus Is Lord! 

Jesus Is Lord! O’er sin the mighty conqueror, 
From death He rose, and all His foes shall own His name. 
Jesus Is Lord! God sends His Holy Spirit 
To show by works of power that Jesus is Lord. 

Jesus Is Lord! Jesus Is Lord! 
Praise Him with Hallelujahs 
For Jesus Is Lord! 

Prayer-   Life giving God, this morning, we delight in joining our 
voices with all of creation in declaring that Jesus Christ is Lord. We 
worship You now as Alpha... the beginning of everything, the One 
who spoke and brought light and life to the universe.. 

We worship You also as the God of deepest love, the God who 
reached out to save all that You have made, sending Jesus..who 
came in flesh to die in pain on Calvary’s tree...giving His life as a 
ransom so that we might be set free....  

God who created, God who saves... God who provides, God who 
sends His Holy Spirit to show by works of power that Jesus is Lord...  



Sustaining, saving creating God... God Father, son & Holy Spirit we 
worship You now.... and in a moment of quiet we also confess that 
while Your love & faithfulness has been & always will be perfect, 
that we are people who falter, fall and sin.... we confess our sins 
to our Lord of mercy... 

Lord God we praise You that Jesus is Lord.. O’er sin the mighty 
conqueror and we hear the good news of the gospel that in Jesus 
our sins are forgiven.  Gracious God continue to lead us now in 
worship we pray. Amen.   

Psalm 15  Lord, who may dwell in your sacred tent? 
    Who may live on your holy mountain?                                                     
2 The one whose way of life is blameless, 
    who does what is righteous, 
    who speaks the truth from their heart; 
3 whose tongue utters no slander, 
    who does no wrong to a neighbour, 
    and casts no slur on others; 
4 who despises a vile person 
    but honours those who fear the Lord; 
who keeps an oath even when it hurts, 
    and does not change their mind; 
5 who lends money to the poor without interest; 
    who does not accept a bribe against the innocent. 

Whoever does these things will never be shaken. 

Video- New Year’s Transformation 

Prayer for thew Offering 

Gospel Reading Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and 

after He sat down, His disciples came to Him. 2 He opened His 

mouth and began to teach them, saying,  3 “Blessed are the poor 

in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  4 “Blessed 

are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.    5 “Blessed 

are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.  6 “Blessed 

are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 

be satisfied.  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive 

mercy.  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of 

God.  10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the 

sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and 

falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice 

and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same 

way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

SERMON -   What would it take ?  What would it take to make 

us HAPPY..?  Would it take a certain amount of wealth.? To know 

we were financially secure for the rest of our lives... Or what 

about popularity...? Would we be happy if we were well known, 

well respected, well liked...?  Happiness what does it look like & 

could it possibly be as Jesus says here that ;     Happy are those 

who know they are spiritually poor; “Happy are those who mourn; 

“Happy are those who are humble;  “Happy are those whose 

greatest desire is to do what God requires; “Happy are those who 

are merciful to others; “Happy are the pure in heart; “Happy are 

those who work for peace; “Happy are those who are persecuted 



because they do what God requires; What does happiness look 

like, could it look like this? 

Last week we had the opportunity, even if it was only online, to 

once again commit ourselves to God with the words of our annual 

Covenant service. It’s a challenging service one were we 

rededicate our lives to following Jesus...putting God first, but 

even as I say that I find myself stopping and asking the question, 

What does following Jesus really look like? What does putting 

God first really mean practically what should it look like in our 

lives?   

Today’s passage is of course the beginning of what we now call 

the sermon on the mount...and it is one of the best parts of the 

bible for answering that questions we have just been thinking 

about. In fact it’s believed that Matthew’s gospel was for many 

years used as a discipleship training manual by the early 

Christians and this portion, the Sermon on the Mount, was used 

particularly to teach people what the true life of a disciple 

should look like. So here we are presented with a picture of 

those qualities that should fill a Christian’s life... qualities that 

that Jesus says are always connected with God’s blessing.  

But firstly let me begin by saying that the bible uses the word 

happy or blessed in a rather diff way than we often do today. 

Today we usually think of happiness as a time when things are all 

going right & there are no problems or difficulties. We think of 

happiness as a feeling, a time when our hearts are cheerful & 

light, a time when there is laughter & all is well. Yet even as we 

enjoy feeling happy we accept that this is a temporary thing, for 

we know that circumstances will at some point change and so 

later we might feel very different.  

So today happiness is seen as something to grasp, something to 

try & hold on to yet also something that is controlled by 

circumstances & feelings. But that isn’t the happiness or 

blessedness that Jesus is talking about here as he paints a 

picture of what it means to follow Him. No the blessedness that 

Jesus is talking about is not dependent on good circumstances or 

people treating us well. In fact Jesus is talking about a 

blessedness in relationship with HIM that actually seems to 

thrive on challenging circumstances..Jesus is saying there is a 

Happiness that is deeper & more lasting than the pleasures of 

this world...This isn’t a Happiness that can be bought or earned 

but it’s one that is given to those who follow Him.   

I am so thankful that a few years ago I got to visit the 

traditional site of the Sermon on the mount, on a hill beside a 

place called Tabgha near the shore of the sea of Galilee. It was a 

beautiful place, a place where because of the geography crowds 

could hear a speaker talking to them. And of course there were 

crowds present but look again at verse one in our passage and we 

see that while crowds were not excluded from hearing Jesus’ 

words he only began to teach after he had called his disciples to 

him. Yes this Sermon was given primarily to those who had 

already decided to follow Jesus, others could of course listen in, 



but these words were focussed on all those who had already 

committed themselves to Him.  In other words this teaching is 

for all Christians, it’s about life in God’s kingdom, a kingdom that 

values qualities that aren’t seen as important in the world. A 

kingdom that is open to all... but a kingdom that we can only enter 

through accepting Jesus. 

So this teaching isn’t just for ‘super’ Christians, for missionaries, 

clergy or particularly dedicated ‘holy’ people... but neither is this 

just general good moral teaching that’s unrelated to our 

commitment to Christ.  This isn’t primarily about Jesus giving 

everyone a set of ‘good’ standards that if we try very hard to 

achieve then we will be happy..... its not about Him giving people 

hoops to jump through so that God will accept us... 

And that is important to say because Jesus knows each of us 

completely, HE knows that no matter how hard we worked we 

couldn’t be as merciful or as meek or as pure in heart as we 

needed to be. Then even if we did advance in some of these areas 

& get a few stars on the board, can you imagine how proud & 

judgemental we might become if we thought we were doing well? 

No these aren’t a list of requirements that we need to do before 

God opens the door to heaven...RATHER these are 

characteristics that should be present in the lives of those who 

follow Jesus. These are qualities that we should long for! 

But let’s be honest that’s not as easy as it sounds because these 

blessings aren’t things that we want in our lives... I mean who 

wants to be poor in spirit... who wants to mourn.... who wants to 

be humble, meek in a world where we are told that if you don’t 

stand up for yourself then people will walk all over you. NO the 

first thing we need to do is Trust Jesus that these things really 

are blessings, that they really can bring a happiness to us that is 

beyond what we normally think of. We begin by yearning as our 

Psalm said for more of God & His ways in our lives. We begin by 

understanding as Jesus says later in Matthews gospel 

(16:26)"what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world & 

forfeits his soul?  We begin by longing for something more.. 

And that leads us to our first beatitude... for once we aren’t 

satisfied by the temporary things of this world, once we want 

something deeper then we begin to realise our need... So we 

begin to understand our own spiritual poverty & need of grace 

and this Jesus says is the beginning of blessing!  Or to put it 

another way, it is only when we admit our sickness or poverty 

that we begin to look for help... from the only one who can and 

will provide it.  

So we can think of these beatitudes as qualities of life that God 

not only BLESSES but also draws in His grace into those who are 

willing.   So too as we look at this list of people who are 

pronounced blessed or happy we can perhaps see a progression in 

these blessings. For if there is a real benefit, a blessing in 

accepting our spiritual need, so too there is a powerful blessing 

in mourning over sin, for there is only comfort & forgiveness in 

repentance.  And if there is a blessing in hungering & thirsting 



for righteousness it is found in knowing that we can only be filled 

BY GOD when we are unsatisfied & yearning for more. So these 

blessings may sound strange to our ears but when we realise they 

are all about God’s grace in us, they begin to make more sense. 

When we read through the first four beatitudes we see that 

they seem to focus on our need of GOD’s grace in our lives. Our 

need for His forgiveness, His comfort, His filling & only then in 

the second half of this list is there a movement towards us 

working with God to bring a blessing to others. So we see that 

the fifth beatitude...tells us that the merciful will be shown 

mercy..... Could it be that it comes here in the middle of the list 

of blessings because we need to have personally experienced 

that poverty of spirit, that mourning over sin , that meekness 

and thirsting for righteousness before we will be in a place to 

properly receive and give mercy..?   So as some bible scholars 

have suggested might there be a sort of progression within these 

blessings.... a journey from realising our spiritual poverty and 

need towards living in such a deep relationship with God that we, 

like Jesus, are misunderstood and persecuted?  

So as we examine these blessings that Jesus pronounces to his 

followers perhaps we see that these aren’t gifts that can be 

wrapped up and placed under a tree as we might do at 

Christmas...   It’s not that we pull of the wrapping and find God’s 

instructions to find peace or meekness or purity... rather as we 

realise our need of Jesus...as we continually open up our hearts 

and lives to Him... we begin to discover that the real blessing 

comes through knowing that ALL we need, all that satisfies and 

endures and fills with life and joy... is actually found in GOD 

Himself... So, yes, even rejection and persecution can end up a 

blessing. For those who know the Happiness of being close to 

Christ know that JESUS also experienced such persecution and 

they also often experience in a powerful way that truth that God 

is closest of all to those who suffer for Him... 

As we travel through this most difficult of times... as we 

continue to be locked down and as we miss many things... Most of 

all each other...  Perhaps we also have the opportunity to listen 

more... open our hearts in a deeper way and follow more 

determinedly after the one who promises us that the real 

blessing comes not in what we have or what we can do... but in 

who we know.... May we all know the rich blessing of know Jesus 

better this year. 

Prayers     

Lord Jesus, you said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven."  Lord God we ask that You would stir us 

all , making us aware of our need of You.  

 

Lord Jesus, you said, "Blessed are the meek, for they shall 

inherit the earth." Lord God we ask that You would help us look 

upon others as people created in Your image, help us value every 

life, including our own. 

 



Lord Jesus, you said, "Blessed are those who mourn, for they 

shall be comforted." Lord God we ask that You would draw 

particularly close to those who need your comfort this day. We 

draw to mind those who have lost loved ones...  

 

Lord Jesus, you said, "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for justice, for they shall be filled." Lord God we ask that over 

this next year You would help us thirst for you, the fountain of 

all holiness, help us take that time to get to know You better. 

 

Lord Jesus, you said, "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 

receive mercy." Lord God we ask You to help us be people who are 

like You, slow to anger & quick to forgive. We also pray for mercy 

now for those who are ill...We continue to remember baby 

Adrianna following many difficult surgeries, 14 year old Cole (out 

of ICU but with a long road to recovery), Nicky Sharpe in 

hospital separated from her boys & 2 year old Zion.                                

We remember all other who are ill. 

 

Lord Jesus, you said,"Blessed are the clean of heart, for they 

shall see God."  Lord God we ask You to continue to work in all our 

lives, that others would see Jesus more clearly in us.  

 

Lord Jesus, you said, "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 

shall be called children of God." Lord God we pray that You would 

encourage all who are working for peace in families, communities 

& at a global level. May we play our part, working for You.   

Lord Jesus, you said,"Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

the sake of justice, for the kingdom of heaven in theirs." Lord 

God we pray for all your people who are imprisoned, tortured, 

discriminated against because they follow You. May they know 

protection, encouragement and hope this day. 

We sum up all our prayers as we say together the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Hymn  The kingdom of God is justice and joy,                                                         

For Jesus restores what sin would destroy;                                                    

God's power and glory in Jesus we know,                                                        

And here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow.  

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace,                                                     

The lepers are cleansed the sinners find place,                                             

the outcast are welcomed God's banquet to share,                                    

And hope is awakened in place of despair.  

The kingdom of God is challenge and choice,                                      

believe the good news, repent and rejoice!                                             

His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross,                                   

Our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss.  

God's kingdom is come, the gift and the goal;                                 

in Jesus begun, in heaven made whole;                                                           

The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call                                       

And all things cry 'Glory!' to God all in all. 

We share the Grace together. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


