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ANNOUNCE-  Celebration of Ministry Service Wed 10th Feb 

STREAMING STARTS 7.00pm SERVICE at 7.30pm on IRISH 

METHODIST FACEBOOK PAGE 

Call to Worship From Psalm 99 

 
The LORD reigns,   let the nations tremble; 

he sits enthroned between the cherubim, 

    let the earth shake. 
2 Great is the LORD in Zion; 

    he is exalted over all the nations. 
3 Let us praise His great and awesome name –he is holy. 

 

 

Hymn HP9 Immortal invisible                                                                
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 

 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

 
To all life Thou givest, to both great and small; 

In all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 

And wither and perish, but nought changeth Thee. 

 

Great Father of Glory, pure Father of Light 

Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 

All laud we would render, O help us to see: 

’Tis only the splendour of light hideth Thee. 

 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.   W Chalmers Smith 

 



Prayer  Let us pray together-  Almighty God, to whom all 

hearts are open, all desires known, & from whom no secrets are 

hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, & worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Let us now take some moments in quiet as we each have 

that opportunity to confess to God once more our sins & 

failures. 

And we hear the good news of the gospel that if we confess 

our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our sins, 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                                  

Amen. Thanks be to God 

Old Testament Reading Micah 6:6-8  
 

What can we bring to the LORD? Should we bring him burnt 

offerings?  Should we bow before God Most High with offerings 

of yearling calves? 7 Should we offer him thousands of rams 

    and ten thousand rivers of olive oil? Should we sacrifice our 

firstborn children to pay for our sins? 8 No, O people, 

the LORD has told you what is good, and this is what he requires 

of you: to do what is right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 

with your God. 

 

Prayer for Offering     

Video Jon Abel’s story. Yes the most important thing we can 

offer God is our hearts, so we hear now our N T reading.                                                         

Matthew 6: 1-6      Be careful not to practice your 

righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, 

you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 

trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the 

streets, to be honoured by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, 

do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so 

that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees 

what is done in secret, will reward you. 

5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love 

to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to 

be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the 

door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, 

who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.   

SERMON  

The Church used to be full....  I remember when we were putting 

seats up the aisle and you might not get in if you didn’t arrive ten 

minutes early....     Yes it’s always a temptation but certainly 

during this time of lockdown ... some of us might be thinking back 

to the ‘good old days’ before the virus... or even further back to 

those times years ago when, at least on the surface, things were 

better ... more people came to Church... more people knew the 

bible... and more people were religious...      The good old days....   



Yet this morning as we continue looking at Jesus’ words from the 

Sermon on the Mount... we are called once more to remember 

that the way things look on the surface... isn’t always what is true 

or what matters most.... SLIDE 1       For God is much more 

interested in our inner life... our motivations & our true love ... 

than He is with just an outward show of religion....     

Most people in Jesus’ society at that time were pretty religious...   

I guess they didn’t really have a problem filling their synagogue 

for the worship service... people were there...Neither did they 

have much of a problem with people who didn’t know much about 

the scriptures...Yes of course there were certainly people who 

deliberately disobeyed the OT laws...the tax collectors, thieves & 

others who chose not to follow the Law... But even these Jews 

knew what those laws were & what was expected of them... 

So as Jesus speaks to this crowd on the mountainside... He takes 

for granted not only that they know about the Old Testament 

Law about giving to the poor... but also that they are actually 

trying to do that... along with praying, fasting & worshipping God. 

So as Jesus talks to them about giving ....He isn’t focussing on 

the need to give ...or the amount you give... This isn’t some FUND 

raising speech... No Jesus’ focus in verses 2-4 is not about how 

much people are giving but rather the attitude that lies beneath 

that giving...  For while the Pharisees & scribes would examine 

the collection plate to make sure the coins were there... Jesus 

instead wants to EXAMINE our hearts by asking the questions.. 

Why have you given... Who is this for?   For Jesus is concerned 

firstly about our motivation... SLIDE 2 As Billy Graham once 

said... ‘God judges not so much the outside as He does the 

inside. He looks to the motives, thoughts and intents of your 

heart.’ 

So in verses 2 & 3 Jesus tells us about 2 very wrong motives to 

give...  Firstly in verse 2 Jesus says that if we are giving so that 

others can see how nice we are... or giving so that others will 

take notice of us.. then we may well get that applause from 

others..  But that is all we will ever get Slide 3 for if we do our 

good deeds to be seen by others...then we will lose the reward 

from your Father in heaven.’vs1  Yes if we are looking for praise 

from others.. then we will in the end not receive praise from God. 

Sadly in the past in some Churches we have not taken enough 

heed to Jesus’ words here. Instead there has been too much 

thought given at times to the amount that some people give.... 

Sometimes in certain places the Church accounts have been 

produced in such a way were people’s names have accompanied 

their amount given... so that everyone could see who were the 

best givers... And sadly sometimes in some places Church 

leadership roles have been set aside for this influential person or 

that family.... This despite the clear teaching of scripture here & 

in other places such as James chapter 2:1  SLIDE 4  were we are 

told  ‘ brothers and sisters, practice your faith in our glorious 

Lord Jesus Christ by not favouring one person over another. ‘  

And what lies behind James’ words? Well its the fact that He 

seems to know that some Christians are giving more attention to 



their rich members than they are to the poor...  So we can see 

that even at the beginning... Christians have always found this 

teaching difficult... because we as human beings like to liked... we 

love to be noticed & respected.. 

We even make TV programs about it ... Slide 5   Do you 

remember the secret Millionaire?  A show where a very wealthy 

person disguises him or herself & lives for roughly a week in an 

impoverished community... the community has been told that the 

film crew is there to do a documentary on something else.. Then 

the millionaire tries to get to know the local people & at the end 

of the end of the week the millionaire comes clean to everyone & 

promises them tens of thousands of pounds!  As shows go maybe 

that’s not bad TV... but I can’t help but think wouldn’t it be even 

better if the   Wow what great TV & maybe it is.... but I can’t 

help but think that maybe it would be even better without a film 

crew...   for isn’t our society & aren’t we at times too focussed on 

the outward image ...rather than the inner motivation?  

 So what type of giving does Jesus recommend? Well one were 

we don’t dwell too much on ourselves... but rather we focus 

outwards so that we ‘do not let our left hand know what our 

right hand is doing’. Now that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t think 

at all about what we give... for of course we must be good 

stewards of what God has given us..Slide 6  As Paul says in his 

2nd letter to the Corinthians ‘ You must each decide in your 

heart how much to give. & don’t give reluctantly or in 

response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives 

cheerfully’ 2 Cor 9:7 

Yes we have to give thought to what we give... BUT here is the 

point...After we have given the amount we decide upon we should 

not stop to PAT ourselves on the back... that we have been 

generous ... As we shouldn’t be looking to impress others with our 

giving NEITHER should we be looking to make ourselves FEEL 

GOOD. So how do we do this? Well like all the things Jesus says 

in this sermon it’s not that natural for us to give selflessly or 

spontaneously.. But it is for God... So we begin by looking to Him. 

As I have told you all before there is no meal that I enjoy more 

than a spicy curry... but sadly not all of my family agree... so 

occasionally on a Friday evening...we will have a curry night... but 

the children will often have something else...  for we have 

different tastes...   Now when it comes to the style of worship 

services, songs and prayers... we all have our different tastes.. 

those hymns or worship songs or ways of praying that we warm 

too more than others... And thats natural & ok...   But can’t we at 

times get caught up in what we or others like or don’t like about a 

particular service?  Can’t we slip into thinking that what we think 

about the worship service is really what matters...   

Slide 7  Yet as John Wesley says in his ‘Rule for singing’          

Have an eye to God in every word you sing. Aim at pleasing him 

more than yourself, or any other creature.’       And I think that 

is something similar to the point that Jesus makes about prayer 



here in verses 5 & 6.  For Jesus isn’t just telling us to never pray 

in public...or that only personal prayer matters... For it’s clear 

from the rest of scripture that the early Christians met 

regularly for corporate prayer & that this was a huge & 

important part of their faith ...No what Jesus is doing in these 

verses is strongly reminding us that Prayer ... like all of our 

worship...  is for God.  Our aim shouldn’t be to impress other 

people or make ourselves look spiritual rather we just come 

humbly to talk to the One who loves us ....   Slide 8 

And that’s important to remember, especially if you are someone 

who thinks you aren’t that good at prayer..  For prayer isn’t about 

how eloquent you are or how much bible you can quote or even if 

what you say is audible and clear... Prayer is primarily for God ... 

so JUST pray, even if your words fumble out... even if you aren’t 

sure where to begin... PRAY... Perhaps begin by telling God you 

need His help to talk to Him... or pick up a pencil & paper & jot 

things down if you find that a useful. Use a book of written 

prayers if that helps you...or just say a few sentences to God in 

your own words..  But whatever way you do it... just pray, because 

prayer is about You & God 

If there is one phrase that sums up this section of Jesus’ 

teaching I believe it’s this...  Slide 9    having an audience of 

one... giving praying living for God rather than for others 

approval or our own self... But of course like all Jesus says in this 

sermon, this is incredible difficult... so much so that we might 

think it’s impossible....  And it is in our own strength...                           

Now just a gentle reminder to all you gentlemen that next 

Sunday.... is a special day... Valentine ’s Day... and while none of us 

will be going out for any romantic dinners this year.. I want you 

to cast your mind back to years gone by & think about the best 

dinner or time you have spent with your spouse... You may have 

been in a crowded room filled with the noise of other couples or 

families but you were focussed on the one you love..  So too we 

begin to become the people that Jesus calls us to be as we Fix 

our eyes on the God who loves us with the deepest, strongest, 

most generous love...And as we focus on Him so God begins to 

captivate & fill our hearts & minds with His love...to the extent 

that His love overflows our lives in expressions of gratitude & 

care... giving... praying ...worshipping.  

This morning forget about the other audiences... what others 

may say or think...& forget about yourself... the good & the bad... 

& instead let us turn our focus to Jesus .... the perfect 

expression of God’s love for us all... 

We take a moment in quiet as we have a chance to respond to 

God.  

Prayers for Others 

God, most gracious and most holy, grant us the help of your 

Spirit as we pray for the Church and the world. 

We pray for the Church in every land.... Lord help us all to trust 

You and believe that we can be a blessing in these times.  We 



pray for this church and for other local churches.. Lord help us 

to serve you with reverence and joy. 

Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us. 

We pray for the peoples of the world... Lord we pray especially 

for those who are most vulnerable, for those who have little 

access to health care or help. We pray for the leaders of the 

nations... God give them guidance in these most difficult of times 

may all work together for justice and peace. 

Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us 

And now we pray for those who are ill and distressed, especially 

those who have requested our prayers... Adrianna, Daniel, Cole 

& 2 year old Zion.   

We also pray for Bert, Ian & family, Elma, Nicky , Lucy, 

Mitch, Stanley, Johnny & Alistair.     

We also remember – Jean Woods, Jim, Peggy, Bernie, Anna &  

all others from our Church family who have been facing illness or 

other struggles, in these past days.  

Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us 

And we say the Lord’s Prayer together 

HYMN  be thou our vision 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

Be all else but naught to me, save that thou art; 

Be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

Both walking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 

Be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord; 

Be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 

Be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 

Be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might;                                  

Be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower: 

O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise; 

Be thou mine inheritance now and always; 

Be thou and thou only the first in my heart:: 

O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright Sun, 

O grant me its joys after vict'ry is won; 

Great heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be thou vision, O Ruler of all.       Irish 8 century 

Prayer   High King of Heaven, heaven’s bright sun… grant us your 

joy after victry is won… and great heart of my own heart, 

whatever befall, still be my vision O ruler of all.    

So we take a few moments to prepare ourselves for meeting with 

our High King round His table of grace… 



Instrumental  

We begin by sharing the peace together 

We are the body of Christ. 

In one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. Let us 

therefore keep the unity of the Spirit in the body of peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.                                                                           

And also with you 

Holy Communion 

Let us pray ... 

The Lord be with you.      And also with you.  

 Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord.  

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                            

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We praise you, gracious Father, our Maker & Sustainer. You 

created the heavens & the earth and formed us in your own 

image. Though we sinned against you, your love for us was 

constant, & you sent your Son Jesus Christ to be the Saviour 

of the world. 

Sharing our human nature, he was born of Mary & baptised in 

the Jordan. He proclaimed your kingdom, by word & deed, & 

was put to death upon the cross. You raised Him from the 

dead; you exalted Him in glory; & through Him you have sent 

your Holy Spirit, calling us to be Your people, a community of 

faith. 

And so with the angels & archangels & all the choirs of 

heaven we join in the triumphant hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 

is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. 

Holy God we praise you that On the night before he died, 

the Lord Jesus took bread & gave you thanks. He broke it & 

gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take this all of you and eat 

it. This is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.”  

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and gave 

it to them saying, “Drink from it all of you. This is my blood 

of the new covenant, poured out for all people for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Remembering, therefore, His death & resurrection, & 

proclaiming His eternal sacrifice, we offer ourselves to you in 

praise & thanksgiving, as we declare the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 



Send down your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread & wine 

may be for us the body & the blood of Christ. Unite us with 

him for ever & bring us with the whole creation to your 

eternal kingdom.  

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, we worship you in songs of everlasting praise. 

Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever 

and ever. Amen 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share 

in one bread. 

Let’s now have a few moments of quiet as we prepare our 

hearts.... 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world. Happy are those who are called to His supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive You, but only say the word 

& I shall be healed.  

Jesus said ‘I am the bread of life. Those who come to me 

shall not hunger & those who believe in me shall never thirst.’  

I invite you now to draw near in faith .                                       

(If you are with others you may wish to serve each other or 

if you are on your own simply take & receive the 

bread....KNOWING that you are not alone...)   

And now we share in the BLOOD of CHRIST shed for us... 

Silence 

Let us pray. 

We thank You Lord, that You have fed us with this 

sacrament, united us with Christ, & given us a foretaste of 

the heavenly banquet prepared for all people. Amen 

The blessing of God the Father, the Son & the Holy Spirit 

remain with us always. Amen    Go in peace in the power of 

the Spirit to live & work to God’s praise & glory.                    

Thanks be to God. Amen                                                                               

 

Instrumental  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


