
REGENT STREET 7th MARCH 2021 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Call to worship from Psalm 19 

HYMN Hp 331 All things praise thee. 

PRAYER & Collect 

Old Testament Reading Psalm 19:7-14 

VIDEO ‘ Lent a season of reflection’ 

OFFERING 

New Testament Reading John 2:13-22 

SERMON 

Song mp 613 ‘Spirit of the living God’ 

PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 

HYMN mp 760 When we walk with the Lord 

PRAYER 

 

COMMUNION 

 

Call to worship from psalm 19:1-4 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 

    the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
2 Day after day they pour forth speech; 

    night after night they reveal knowledge. 
3 They have no speech, they use no words; 

    no sound is heard from them. 
4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, 

    their words to the ends of the world. 

So along with the heavens, let us lift our voices to worship God 

our creator, the Lord our maker....  we sing out 

Hymn   ‘All things Praise thee Lord most High’ 

All things praise thee, Lord most high, 

heaven and earth, and sea and sky; 

all were for thy glory made, 

that thy greatness thus displayed 

should all worship bring to thee: 

so we praise thee, Lord, may we. 

All things praise thee - night to night 

Sings in silent hymns of light: 

all things praise thee - day to day 

hymns thy power in burning ray; 

time and space are praising thee: 

so we praise thee, Lord, may we.  



All things praise thee; round her zones 

earth, with her ten thousand tones, 

rolls a ceaseless choral strain; 

roaring wind and deep-voiced main, 

rustling leaf and humming bee, 

all things praise thee: Lord, may we. 

All things praise thee, high and low, 

rain and dew, and seven-hued bow, 

crimson sunset, fleecy cloud, 

rippling stream, and tempest loud, 

summer, winter, - all to thee 

glory render: Lord, may we. 

All things praise thee: gracious Lord, 

great Creator, powerful Word, 

omnipresent Spirit, now 

at thy feet we humbly bow, 

lift our hearts in praise to thee; 

all things praise thee: Lord, may we. 

George William Conder (1821-1874) 

PRAYER – Let us pray. 

Lord, You are steadfast in Your love and infinite in Your 

mercy; You welcome sinners and invite them to be Your 

guests. We confess our sins, trusting in You to forgive us. 

We have yielded to temptation and sinned: 

Lord, have mercy.     Lord have mercy. 

We have turned from our neighbours in their need: 

Christ, have mercy.   Christ, have mercy.  

We have resisted Your word in our hearts. 

Lord, have mercy.     Lord have mercy. 

May Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and keep 

us in life eternal. Amen 

Collect-  Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty 

days in the wilderness, and was tempted as we are, yet without 

sin: give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your 

Spirit; and, as you know our weakness, so may we know your 

power to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen 

Old Testament Reading Psalm 19: 7-14 

The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. 

The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the 

simple. 8 The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the 

heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the 

eyes. 9 The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. 

The decrees of the Lord are firm, and all of them are righteous. 
10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they 

are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. 
11 By them your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great 

reward. 12 But who can discern their own errors? Forgive my 



hidden faults. 13 Keep your servant also from willful sins; may 

they not rule over me. Then I will be blameless, innocent of great 

transgression. 14 May these words of my mouth and this 

meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, Lord, my 

Rock and my Redeemer. 

VIDEO ‘Lent a season of reflection’ 

OFFERING 

New Testament Reading John 2:13-22 

13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went 

up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found people selling 

cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging 

money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the 

temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of 

the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who 

sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my 

Father’s house into a market!” 17 His disciples remembered that 

it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us 

to prove your authority to do all this?” 19 Jesus answered 

them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three 

days.” 20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this 

temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the 

temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised 

from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they 

believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 

Sermon 

I’m sure that he couldn’t have guessed the impact that it would 

have but back on the 6th of April last year SLIDE 1 when Captain 

Sir Tom Moore started walking 100 lengths of his garden ....he 

was unknowingly providing hope for many... and making a powerful 

point, that we wouldn’t give in to fear or lose hope but that we 

would support each other and our health service and that we 

would get through this...    I Captain Tom’s case he hoped to raise 

£1000 pounds before his 100th birthday but ended up raising 

£30 million by that point... As the past 12 months have shown 

sometimes dramatic gestures can be important... whether that be 

walking up and down your garden... going outside to clap ... or 

singing from your balcony... sometimes an action really does speak 

much louder than words.... 

And we are not the first to understand that... in fact all through 

history and all through the bible the prophets were led at times 

to dramatically symbolise their message....From Elijah to Isaiah 

and particularly Ezekiel, the prophets used symbolic actions to 

prophesy, without words, what was coming...  And while Jesus was 

more than a prophet, He also stood in that tradition, a tradition 

where sometimes actions... speak louder than words... 

This morning’s reading from Jhn’s gospel is often referred to as 

the SLIDE 2  ‘cleansing of the temple’ and when we read the 



passage we can see why. Jesus goes down to Jerusalem from 

Galilee around the time of Passover (a time when the city would 

have been filled with Jewish pilgrims) and like everyone else 

Jesus visits the temple ...For quite simply...for the Jewish people 

the temple was the most Holy place on earth!  

Now I know that we here in Regent Street, like other Christians 

in other Churches across Ards and across the world, we long to 

get back to our building... to have our Church doors open and be 

able to see again those familiar pews and join in together in 

worship from where I am today....   And I hope, pray and believe 

that day is not far off....  Now if we feel that way about our 

Church building... perhaps we get a little glimpse, an inkling of 

how the Jews felt about the temple... Slide 3   But it is just a 

glimpse... because for the Jews, the temple wasn’t just their 

church... it wasn’t just A PLACE where they could gather to 

worship God and hear His word... that was one of their local 

synagogues... No the Temple... wasn’t just a place for worship... 

IT was THE PLACE where God resided... it was for most Jews 

the centre of their faith...the place where heaven touched earth. 

And yes the temple must have been a powerfully impressive 

place..  It towered 15 stories high with white walls, inlaid with 

gold leaf at certain places and would, no doubt it would still take 

our breath away today even though we are used to tall buildings... 

So imagine the impact it must have had on people back then...  

However as I have said it was not just the size of the temple 

that made it special it was of course it’s sacredness ...The temple 

was deeply Holy place and because of that access to it was 

increasingly restricted as you went deeper towards it’s centre. 

Firstly the Gentiles had to remain in the outer court... then in 

the next step the Jewish women were restricted from going 

further... Then Jewish men in the court beyond that, until finally 

as you got to the centre of the temple the ‘holy of holies’ a place 

where only the High Priest was allowed to enter once every year.   

Yes the temple was a sacred special place... it was the place 

where people took their sacrifices to God and this would have 

been especially important during the big religious festivals like 

Passover (remembering the exodus) when 1000s of Jews would 

have crammed in towards the temple, coming from places all 

around the Roman Empire... That is why we find people selling 

cattle & doves in the temple, & why we find money lenders there.  

You see it was impractical for people to travel many miles to the 

temple from far away & expect them to bring their animals for 

sacrifice with them all that way. The distances would have been 

too great for some & the animals may well not have been in great 

condition when they arrived & yet the law clearly said that only 

Slide 4  unblemished perfect animals could be sacrificed. The 

solution was to have good healthy animals ready to sell to the 

festival goers at the temple.  



In terms of the money changers mentioned in the passage, they 

were there because any money offered or spent at the temple 

had to be a certain tyrean currency as the Roman coins with the 

emperor’s head on them, were considered idolatrous ....So it was 

actually quite useful to have money lenders & market traders in 

the temple. 

However sadly while there were good reasons for the traders to 

be at the temple.... it also provided an opportunity for some 

people to make a little extra money...  The temple authorities and 

those who worked with them... had a captive market... they could 

set the price... they could enforce what animal was acceptable 

and what was not...they could make a bit more here...and a little 

extra there... greed and exploitation had infiltrated the place 

that was meant to be Holy....filling up space given over to the 

gentiles for prayer... with exploitation... 

Money and business are important ...they are not things that can 

be ignored, not areas of life that Christians should avoid in an 

effort to be super spiritual...however there is no doubt that as 

Paul writes to Timothy SLIDE 5... the love of money is a root 

of all kinds of evil. 1 Tim 6:10.  Yes it can be all too easy for 

people to get caught up in placing money...before God...  all too 

easy for people to believe the lie that if they only just had a bit 

more... then life would be fine....  they would be happy....  

Lent can be a good time to consider if the courts of our hearts 

need cleansing from the love of money...these are challenging 

times... many are frightened as to what the future holds 

economically & we can understand that, but the truth is that real 

security is found not in investments or pensions but in GOD!  

Sadly in the years ahead there will probably be more need than 

ever for Christians to model a better approach to money, by 

trusting God to provide, being thankful for what we already have 

& being generous with those in need... Can we help others to a 

more balanced way of life, one with Jesus at the centre?   

However it would be wrong to see this passage as simply Jesus’ 

rebuke on corruption & greed... For as our passage goes on to say 

Jesus was not just concerned about a tidy up in the temple...this 

wasn’t just a spring clean... so much as a prophetic sign pointing 

to the temple’s complete demolition....   

We begin to see this as we read on in our passage... for when the 

Jews unsurprisingly demand that Jesus explain himself... Jesus 

replies by telling them that if they destroy this temple he will 

rebuild it in 3 days... Now of course Jesus was referring to his 

body not the actual stone temple they were thinking about. 

However in Jesus’ reply we see Him pointing to the world 

changing truth that the temple was no longer the most special 

place on earth....for it was no longer the place where God 

especially was present. Jesus, God the Son was here in human 

flesh ...Jesus was, in a sense, the walking temple.      SLIDE 6 

Yes here Jesus’ actions where in the line of the prophets...as He 

prophetically pointed towards the upcoming destruction of the 



temple not so much because it had grown corrupt although that 

may have been the case .... but because it would soon not be 

needed. The temple had been the place where God was to be 

found....but not anymore. God himself had come to earth...He no 

longer needed a house and sacrifices of the kind offered at 

these festivals.   

Jesus was pointing to the dawning of a new age, an age when God 

wanted to come close to all people, a time when God wanted to 

make his dwelling in human hearts.  Slide 7  

Perhaps this morning as we hopefully look forward to returning 

to our buildings in the future...But for the moment continue our 

journey through Lent outside of them... Do we need to stop and 

listen to God as He tells us once again that He is much more 

concerened about dwelling in each of our everyday lives... than He 

is focussed on bricks and mortar...  

And could this time.... this season... be the moment when Jesus 

overturns some of our idols...cleanses some of our hearts and 

lives.... so that He can more fully fill us and dwell in us... that His 

kingdom might come.... 

We are now going to have the opportunity to respond to God as 

we sing   Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on me...      

Song Spirit of the living God fall afresh on me 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 

break me, melt me, mould me, fill me; 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Prayers for Others 

God, most gracious and most holy, grant us the help of your 

Spirit as we pray for the Church and the world. 

We pray for the Church in every land.... today we especially 

remember those who are persecuted because of their faith in 

You. We pray for those in N Korea, Somalia, Libya, Pakistan & 

other lands where following Jesus can result in imprisonment or 

serious abuse.... Lord God we ask You to protect & direct these 

people suffering for You. 

We also pray this day for Your Church in this land, for our own 

Methodist Church in regent Street, for our neighbours in the 

Presbyterian Church and St Marks and for other local Churches . 

God of grace we ask You to help us continue to develop good 

relationships between all your people in this town and beyond, 

help us live and serve You as one. 

Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us. 

We pray now for the peoples of the world... for those who have 

power and influence and for all who govern the nations... for our 

own executive, for the government in Westminster & the Dáil   

We also remember those who are powerless & those who are 

most vulnerable. We pray for justice and peace. 



Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us 

Now we pray for those who are ill or distressed, especially those 

who have requested our prayers... Adrianna, Timothy,Daniel, 

Cole & Zion.   We also pray for Bert, Joanne,  Betty, Nicky, 

Lucy, Mitch, Stanley, Johnny & Alistair.  We also remember – 

Jean Woods, Jim, Peggy, Bernie, Anna, John Henderson, 

Brian & Dorothy, Irene & all others from our Church family who 

have been facing illness or other struggles, in these past days.  

Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us 

And we say the Lord’s Prayer together 

HYMN  When we walk with the Lord 

When we walk with the Lord in the light of His word, 

What a glory He sheds on our way!  

While we do His good will, He abides with us still 

and with all who will trust and obey 

Trust and obey, for there's no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey 

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies, 

But His smile quickly drives it away; 

not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear, 

can abide while we trust and obey. 

Trust and obey, for there's no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey 

Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share, 

But our toil He doth richly repay; not a grief or a loss, 

Not a frown or a cross, but is blest if we trust and obey. 

Trust and obey, for there's no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey 

But we never can prove the delights of His love, 

Until all on the altar we lay; for the favour He shows, 

And the joy He bestows, are for them who will trust and obey. 

Trust and obey, for there's no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey 

Then in fellowship sweet, we will sit at His feet, 

Or we’ll walk by His side in the way; 

What He says we will do;  where He sends, we will go, 

Never fear, only trust and obey. 

Trust and obey, for there's no other way 

To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.  

The Grace – followed by some moments of instrumental music 

as we prepare for communion 



But our toil He doth richly repay; 

  Not a grief or a loss, 

  Not a frown or a cross, 

But is blest if we trust and obey. 

 
But we never can prove 

  The delights of His love, 

Until all on the altar we lay; 

  For the favor He shows, 

  And the joy He bestows, 

Are for them who will trust and obey. 

5 Then in fellowship sweet 

  We will sit at His feet, 

Or we’ll walk by His side in the way; 

  What He says we will do; 

  Where He sends, we will go, 

Never fear, only trust and obey. 

3 

4 

 

 


