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Welcome- Good morning everyone & welcome to our service of 

worship for Regent St Methodist Church in N’Ards. This 

morning’s service is a special one focusing on the work of World 

Mission Partnership, a group within our Church that seeks to help 

us work together with others in sharing the good news about 

Jesus everywhere.   

But before we begin our special service we have a few important 

announcements. Firstly there is another Service available to 

watch today- for SOULMATES have been meeting online this 

weekend & their family worship service is being streamed this 

morning. You can watch it at  

Secondly- it’s with real joy that I am able to tell you that the 

executive have agreed that from Easter Sunday morning we will 

be able to welcome you back into the building….   Obviously we 

need to do that safely and so we will still be required to wear 

masks, sanitize our hands & stay 2 meters distance from each 

other… That means, as in autumn past, we will need you to book 

your place as we will only have around 65 places available in the 

main Church….  We can however safely accommodate another 55 

in the Church hall where people can watch the service online. 

So from today we are asking All of you to get in touch if you 

hope to attend Church on Easter morning…   We will not be taking 

any past lists into account so you do need to email, text or ring to 

book your slot. Hopefully as we move further into the year these 

restrictions will ease but for now we are required by our Church 



& our government to hold strictly to them….  Of course if for any 

reason you forget to book you won’t be turned away… but you will 

probably be asked to take a seat in the overflow in the hall… 

For myself I am really looking forward to seeing many of you in 

person but we as leaders also know that some of you may not be 

quite ready to join with us in person at Easter… We understand 

that and we will be continuing to stream our services and make 

DVD’s available in the days ahead…. So that ALL of us can share 

in worship together & continue to support each other…. 

So now let us take a moment in quiet as we prepare to worship 

God and focus on His Mission in our world…   as we come to our 

call to worship please join with me in saying the words in bold. 

Call to Worship   

Shout for joy to God, all the earth!  

Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious.  

Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is your 

power that your enemies cringe before you. All the earth bows 

down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing the praises of 

your name.”  

Come and see what God has done, his awesome deeds for 

people! 

We will now continue to worship God as the praise group leads us 

in my Jesus my saviour. 

Praise    My Jesus, My Saviour, Lord there is no one like you,                        

All of my days, I want to praise,The wonders of Your mighty love. 

My comfort, my shelter, Tower of refuge and strength.                         

Let every breath, all that I am, Never cease to worship You.                 

Shout To The Lord,  All The Earth Let Us Sing 

Power And Majesty Praise To The King 

Mountains Bow Down And The Seas Will Roar 

At The Sound Of Your Name 

I Sing For Joy At The Work Of Your Hands 

Forever I’ll Love You; Forever I’ll Stand 

Nothing Compares To the Promise I Have In You.   

My Jesus, My Saviour, Lord there is no one like you,                        

All of my days, I want to praise,The wonders of Your mighty love. 

My comfort, my shelter, Tower of refuge and strength.                         

Let every breath, all that I am, Never cease to worship You.                 

Chorus 

Prayer-  God of all goodness & grace... We worship You this 

morning for You are the Lord of wondrous almighty love... the 

God who is our comfort, shelter, our tower of refuge & strength. 

Lord there truly is none like You.... the God of majesty but also 

the God of mercy...    

Heavenly Father, this day as we think about Your far reaching 

love reaching, a love that is extended to all ...So we also confess 

that we as Your people have not always loved others as You would 

have us...  We confess our sins to God asking for His mercy again 



through Jesus Christ.     Silence-  And we hear that good news of 

the gospel that in Jesus are sins are forgiven... amen 

So now we hear our Old Testament Reading. 

Psalm 66:1–5  Shout for joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory 

of his name; make his praise glorious. Say to God, “How awesome 

are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies cringe 

before you. All the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to 

you, they sing the praises of your name.” Come & see what God 

has done, his awesome deeds for people! 

Children’s Talk    I wonder if you’ve ever taken someone by the 

hand and said “Come and see’? Come and see the LEGO tower I 

have built...  Come and see I’ve tidied my room.... !  

SLIDE : Come and See, there is excitement in these words. It is 

an invite to “come and see” something brilliant. 

Today in church we’re being invited to come and see all the 

wonderful ways God is moving around the world. I hope you could 

all think of an example of something amazing God has done right 

here in & around Ards... but we must not forget that God is SO 

big that he is also working around the whole world.  

Lots of children in our Methodist church have been learning 

about a group in Germany called ‘INSPIREKIds’.  INSPIREKids is 

the focus of this year’s JMA resource.  You might already know 

about JMA but for anyone who doesn’t, JMA stands for ‘Junior 

Mission for All’ & it’s a resource designed to help children learn 

more about God’s mission in the world & help them get involved.  

This year’s JMA is all about INSPIREKids - a group in Germany 

who help children learn more about God through homework clubs 

and fun groups... Lots of people in Germany don’t know much 

about God and so what the team at INSPIREKids do is invite 

them to “come and see”.  

SLIDE :  INSPIREKids is based in a town called Chemnitz. It’s a 

special place for children & young people to go to where they are 

made to feel like part of the family. In Chemnitz there are many 

refugee families who have moved there from other countries and 

so it can be difficult to get to know people and make new friends.  

A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee their own 

country because it is not safe...There are over 1 million refugees 

living in Germany, the majority coming from Syria. 

SLIDE: The team at INSPIREKids love Jesus and want to tell 

people about him. We can tell people about God in lots of 

different ways and the way they do it is through building 

friendships and getting to know the boys and girls. INSPIREKids 

have a busy schedule each week. They have cooking classes where 

the children can learn to cook and then enjoy good food 

together! On Fridays, kids can attend fitness classes, and some 

are learning martial arts. All these activities are a great way for 

the children to have fun and learn new skills, but it’s also a 

brilliant way to get to know one another and make friends.  



SLIDE : Our church knows how important it is to invite people to 

come and see what God can do! Last year was very hard for lots 

of people; we couldn’t go to school for a long time, we weren’t 

able to visit our friends and family and our clubs and activities 

were cancelled for a long time, too.    SLIDE : Despite this, God 

didn’t stop working, not even for one second. Places like 

INSPIREKids found new and different ways to share God’s love 

and to remind people how much God loves them. Let’s remember 

that God is always doing amazing things around the world & let’s 

take time to ‘come & see’ what they are. 

PRAYER  - Father God, Thank you for InspireKids in Germany. 

Thank you for the brilliant staff team and for those who come 

along to be part of the community there. Thank you for the 

positive presence they are in their area. Help InspireKids to 

continue to shine brightly for you! We pray for the children and 

young people at InspireKids; if they don't know much about you 

yet, we pray that they will. Thank you for all the different 

programmes at InspireKids and that there is something for 

everyone to enjoy. Thank you that we can all shine for you, 

wherever we are.   In your name -                                                                 

We are now going to sing ‘O the valleys shall ring’  

O the valleys shall ring                                                        

O the valleys shall ring with the sound of praise,                                     

and the lion shall lie with the lamb.                                                             

Of His government there shall be no end,                                                  

and His glory shall fill the earth.                                                             

May Your will be done, may Your kingdom come!                                             

let it rule, let it reign in our lives.                                                        

There’s a shout in the camp as we answer the call,                                         

Hail the King! Hail the Lord of lords!   ©1980  Thankyou Music 

As we continue in worship now so we commit to God once again 

our finances, our prayers, our time & energy praying that He will 

receive what we offer through Jesus and use us for His Glory... 

Amen And we will now hear our New Testament reading followed 

by our Sermon from the Rev Laurence Graham the General 

Secretary of our World Mission Partnership. 

New Testament Reading Acts 4:23–31   On their release, 

Peter & John went back to their own people & reported all that 

the chief priests & the elders had said to them. When they 

heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. 

“Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heavens & the earth & 

the sea, & everything in them.  You spoke by the Holy Spirit 

through the mouth of your servant, our father David: “ Why do 

the nations rage & the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the 

earth rise up & the rulers band together against the Lord & 

against his anointed one.’ Indeed Herod & Pontius Pilate met 

together with the Gentiles & the people of Israel in this city to 

conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 

They did what your power & will had decided beforehand should 

happen. Now, Lord, consider their threats & enable your servants 

to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to 

heal & perform signs & wonders through the name of your holy 



servant Jesus.” After they prayed, the place where they were 

meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

& spoke the word of God boldly. 

SERMON  (Video) We are a Church built on mission & 

evangelism. That’s how the Methodist Church in Ireland was 

founded. Methodists have always played our part in global 

mission.  

Indeed, Irish Methodist World Mission Partnership has been 

delighted to sponsor the recently released book by Rev Dr 

Norman Taggart in which he describes the role of Irish people in 

World Methodism during the last century.   So, we as Methodists 

in Ireland, stand on the shoulders of many who have gone before. 

We celebrate that heritage. ... 

I recently had the privilege of chairing a meeting interviewing a 

candidate for ordained ministry in the Methodist Church in 

Ireland.  The lady in question came to Ireland some years ago 

from Zimbabwe.  In her application, she mentioned the 

missionaries who had come from Ireland & Britain to her home 

country “& spread the Word of Christ through building schools to 

teach the Word of God, building churches to preach the Word & 

building hospitals for the healing ministry.”  She went on to say 

that she would describe herself as a product of that mission for 

which she is very grateful.  

What a timely example of the completion of a circle of mission.  

Many of our Methodist churches in Ireland, especially in the 

Republic, have been blessed by Christians from around the world 

who have come to Ireland from countries which we once called 

‘the mission field’. As David Smith puts it in his excellent book 

“Against the stream”  “…This is a great time to be alive, since the 

Church of Christ now looks more like the numberless, multi-

ethnic crowd seen in John’s vision in the Book of Revelation than 

at any previous point in history.” 

Furthermore, when we look at that Church around the world 

today we see life & we see mission.   In our World Mission 

Partnership service last year, we read, in the first chapter of 

Romans, of Paul’s desire to go to Rome that he “might have a 

harvest” among them (v13) &, although he could not go, the work 

of the church in Rome still took place. For us, we could not 

undertake visits to our 3 new District link churches in Togo, 

Poland & Ghana. However, their work & our relationship with 

them, has continued to grow. Indeed the world church is growing. 

That’s why the theme of our Service this year is those wonderful 

words from Psalm 66:5 where we are invited to “come and see 

what God has done”.  Let’s pause for a few minutes to do exactly 

that.   We’re going to look at what God is doing under three 

particular headings. 

Response of churches to the Covid Emergency. 

God’s work through our Mission Partners and Mission Associates 

And ongoing mission of our world church partners despite Covid.                                                                            



Firstly, let’s think about the wonderful way our partners have 

been responding to the Covid Pandemic which has affected us all.     

The Methodist Church in Italy is part of Mediterranean Hope, 

helping migrants who have made the dangerous crossing from 

North Africa to Southern Europe. They provide a welcome, 

friendship, accommodation for unaccompanied children and single 

mother, the House of Cultures where culture is celebrated and 

advice is given to help people avoid exploitation by others. They 

are currently focussing upon healthcare and distribution of 

sanitising products... others examples are... 

The Methodist Church in Chile has used its buildings for food 

distribution for those most in need. The churches used were in 

the most vulnerable communities. 

Gambian Methodists provided food parcels.                                                    

In Togo, food and sanitising products were distributed.                          

In Malaysia, migrant workers were helped with food, pastoral 

care and help in finding new employment.                                                  

One of the Ghanaian Methodist hospitals has been the 

designated Covid centre for its region.                                            

Peruvian Methodists have been distributing health packs to those 

in the Amazon area.                                                                  

Methodists in Nigeria, of whom there are 1.5 million, donated 

food items for those in need.                                                               

Much of this work has been supported by World Mission 

Partnership on your behalf, including solidarity grants to Poland, 

Togo, Ghana, Myanmar, Haiti and Sierra Leone. 

Mission Partners and Mission Associates 

Secondly, mission has continued through our Mission Partners 

and Mission Associates.    

Stephen McCann continues to head up the 24/7 Prayer Movement 

on Ibiza.   His work has radically changed given the lack of 

tourists. His team has been more involved in prison work, 

supporting the local business community & involvement in the 

local food bank.  

The Farmer family have had to return to Ireland for a while 

during the Pandemic but are still absolutely committed to sharing 

the good news in East Asia and hope to return soon. 

Barry and Gillian Sloan continue to faithfully serve in Germany 

they work in a dilapidated part of Chemnitz which had been part 

of the old Soviet East Germany. About 4 years ago, a small group 

of Christians from different churches went to the city council 

and asked if they could help breathe new life into their area 

called The Bruhl.  

Inspire is a meeting place on the main Bruhl thoroughfare. They 

have various events through which they try to build community. 

Things like English classes for senior citizens, children’s work 

(supported by our children through JMA this year), music nights, 



whisky tasting, bring and share brunches but really it is all about 

coming together and getting to know each other. 

Barry says, “I have been blessed by coming as an Irishman to 

Germany. I thought I was pretty progressive but Inspire is 

radical even for me. It has challenged me to totally rethink what 

mission is, what ministry is and what church is.” 

Another organiser called Ulrich says, “The team at Inspire is not 

very big. About 10 people and most are just volunteers. It was my 

desire to build up a community of believers with the goal to 

influence and help the whole society. It is a colourful team. Not 

always easy characters. Just people like you and me. It’s great.” 

Barry adds, “Inspire is about ministering to people, about serving 

people and their community. It’s just about doing life, doing 

community and connecting with people.” 

One young man who did not come from a faith background has 

shared, “I was worried that it was going to be like a church. But 

when I met the people here I found them to be really open-

minded for every kind of person coming here. It’s really nice 

here, a warm atmosphere. It’s not narrow-minded. I feel 

comfortable.” 

Barry says’ “The people who come along to the various events are 

a weird and wonderful bunch of lovely people, mainly from the 

neighbourhood. And 90% of them are non-church people.” 

Gillian Sloan adds, “At Easter, at our bring & share brunch, we 

had the chance, as Christians, to talk about what Easter is & 

were really surprised that many had no idea what Easter is about 

and what its meaning is.” Barry finishes by sharing, “I understand 

when people ask but where is the spiritual formation taking place, 

where is the worship? I get that. But I actually believe that by 

building community and doing life with our friends & neighbours, 

because Jesus is a part of my life, I also ‘do Jesus’ with them. In 

the everyday connections that we have, we have the opportunity 

to worship, to serve, to bless, to be salt & light in this part of 

town. People are spiritual beings. They may not be interested in 

our church events but it doesn’t make them any less spiritual. 

They too want to make a connection with something greater than 

them.”  

Church mission has continued despite Covid 

Thirdly, mission has been continuing in various places and in many 

ways.  So, again, let’s “come and see what God has done”.      

Methodist Church Upper Myanmar had planned training for their 

evangelists. Although delayed, it will go ahead as soon as possible. 

In other words, despite the Covid Pandemic and despite shortage 

of resources for everything, their priority has continued to be 

training and preparing to enable mission and evangelism in 

unreached areas of their nation.   We are supporting this work. 

In Brazil, the Methodist church has been planting new faith 

communities. They have been developing cell groups, services, 



schools of discipleship, family support as well as work with 

children and young people. Also, near Manaus on the Amazon 

River, their mission boat has been providing healthcare for those 

who cannot access standard clinics and hospitals. 

The income of the Methodist Church Togo has been decimated 

by the Pandemic. However, notwithstanding this challenge, the 

Church has been seeking to move on with plans to launch what 

they call ‘Radio John Wesley’.  They’ve have been urging church 

members to contribute for the purchase of equipment to launch a 

radio station for evangelism. Radio is an effective means of 

reaching people in a nation like Togo where large areas of the 

country would have little or no access to electricity or internet. 

The churches’ mission continues. 

In our reading from Acts 4 we saw the response of the early 

church when pressure and uncertainty began to build. Opposition 

was rising and the future seemed very uncertain but their 

response was to pray. Most of their prayer is an affirmation of 

God’s sovereignty as they remind themselves (and us) that God is 

in control of His mission. Then, their prayer comes to a climax in 

v29 with the words, “Now, Lord, consider their threats and 

enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness.”  

They didn’t know what the future would look like but they knew 

what they were called to do in the present. So too, as we look 

around the world today we see churches who live with much 

uncertainty & who don’t know what the future will look like but 

they know what they are called to do in the present – & they are 

doing it. Let us be encouraged by what we see God doing though 

our sister churches. And let us hear the challenge for us in 

Ireland to do the same. 

And what can we do to support this wonderful work?                        

We can give and we can pray.  

We can give by either  

Putting offering in offering envelope 

Making a cheque out to ‘World Mission Partnership’ and send to 

the church or WMP office 

3. Pay online, details on WMP website. 

The annual WMP report is also on the website 

(methodistworldmission.org) & that can can guide our prayers. 

Let us make sure we use the new District Link prayer cards 

remembering also that people in our District Link church will be 

praying for us.   So, as we “Come and see what God has done”, let 

us be encouraged, let us be challenged, let us give and let us pray. 

Amen. 

PRAYER  

So we pause now in prayer as we remember our World Mission 

Partner – the Methodist Church in Ghana and we pray for -                    

- Growth in their church. Their target is 10% increase each year.  

– For Good stewardship of finances to meet the needs of their 



church.                                                                                                      

- For Evangelism, mission and revival across the subSaharan 

region.                                                                                                                

- For the building of their new Conference Office, may it glorify 

God.                                                                                                                     

- For the growing relationship between our NE Methodist 

District and the NA Diocese.  – And we also remember now the 

work of Inspire in Chemnitz & the work of 24/7 Prayer 

movement in Ibiza, and Stephen McCann in particular. 

So now we also pray for those who have requested our prayers 

through our P chain... 

Adrianna, Daniel, Cole & 2 year old Zion.   

We also pray for Bert, Betty, Nicky, Lucy, Mitch,Stanley, 

Aliaster, Gordon, pastor Mark, Doreen, Anna & her family 

with Covid, another Pastor & his family with Covid , Joanne & 

Lisa. 

Also for those in our Church family who are ill, or in need of 

prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, Audrey & Bernie, Anna, Maggie 

Bowles, John Henderson, Alison, Irene, Brian & Dorothy.. , 

Peggy & Mary Mulligan.                                                                      

And we share in the Lord’s Prayer....     

Now we sing our final song everyone needs compassion.  

 

Song  

Everyone Needs Compassion, Love That’s Never Failing 

Let Mercy Fall On Me 

Everyone Needs Forgiveness, The Kindness Of A Saviour 

The Hope Of The Nations 

Saviour He Can Move The Mountains 

My God Is Mighty To Save 

He Is Mighty To Save 

Forever Author Of Salvation 

He Rose And Conquered The Grave 

Jesus Conquered The Grave 

So Take Me As You Find Me; All My Fears And Failures 

Fill My Life Again 

I Give My Life To Follow ; Everything I Believe In 

Now Surrender 

Shine Your Light And Let The Whole World See 

We Re Singing For The Glory Of The Risen King 

Jesus, Shine Your Light And Let The Whole World See 

We Re Singing For The Glory Of The Risen King   X  2 

Blessing/Benediction 

We share the grace together….  

 


