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CALL to worship-   Zechariah 9:9-10  

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!  Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the warhorses 

from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. 

He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend 

from sea to sea & from the River to the ends of the earth. 

HYMN-  Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity. 

Crown him the Son of God, before the worlds began, 

and ye who tread where he hath trod, crown him the Son of Man; 

Who every grief hath known that wrings the human breast, 

And takes and bears them for His own, that all in him may rest. 

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed over the grave, 

and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high, 

who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 

Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a sceptre sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, absorbed in prayer & praise. 

His reign shall know no end, and round his piercèd feet 

Fair flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet. 

Crown him the Lord of love, behold his hands and side, 

Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified.                               

All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou has died for me; 

Thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 

 



PRAYER-  Jesus, we declare this morning that You are the lamb 

upon the throne... for You are the Lord of life, peace & love.. You 

are the One who has trod where we tread, knowing pain and 

taking upon yourself our sins our death... And You are also the  

the Lord of life, who triumphed over the grave, and rose 

victorious in the strife for those he came to save. Yes this 

morning we hail You as our matchless king... the one before whom 

we bow in reverence and love....   All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou 

has died for me; Thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout 

eternity. 

And as we sit in Your wonderful awesome presence now... so we 

become aware of our faults and needs... and we take this 

opportunity again to bring our confessions to you asking for 

mercy flowing from Your throne. 

And we hear the good news of the gospel that through the work 

of Christ... our sins are forgiven... Help us to continue to focus 

our hearts and minds on You now, continue to lead us in worship 

we pray , amen.  

Old Testament Reading Psalm 118:19-29 

Open for me the gates of the righteous; I will enter and give 

thanks to the LORD. 20 This is the gate of the LORD through which 

the righteous may enter. 21 I will give you thanks, for you 

answered me; you have become my salvation. 
22 The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 
23 the LORD has done this, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

24 The LORD has done it this very day; let us rejoice today and be 

glad. 25 LORD, save us! LORD, grant us success! 
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD. 

    From the house of the LORD we bless you.27 The LORD is God, 

    and he has made his light shine on us. With boughs in hand, 

join in the festal procession up to the horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and I will praise you; you are my God, and I 

will exalt you. 29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

    his love endures forever. 

 

Video – Hosanna in the Highest 

 

CHILDRENS ADDRESS   Have you ever been so excited that 

you just wanted to shout & wave something in the air?    Maybe 

you have been to a football match and your team is winning & you 

have sung songs & waved your scarves....   Maybe you have been 

to a parade or a concert & you have waved your arms in the air 

with the rest of the crowd or even sung along with the person on 

the stage...Slide 1.   Of course sadly we aren’t allowed to come 

together in big groups for parades or concerts or sports at the 

moment... And even today as I talk to you I am looking out at a 

nearly empty Church... there are just 4 other people here and we 

must keep 2 metres from each other.....   It’s very strange....& so 

I am really looking forward to next week when we can open the 

doors of our Church building & many more of you can join with 

us...  even if we have to wear masks and keep 2 metres from each 

other, it will still be so good to see you all!  It will be exciting! 

 

But still not as exciting as that day many years ago when Jesus 

arrived after a long journey down at Jerusalem... Slide 2 The 

bible tells us that crowds followed Him up the road as he entered 



the city & many more people came out to see what was happening 

and thy joined in shouting & singing & calling out that Jesus was 

their King....    It must have been amazing....    

But it is also so sad....why?   Well because we know from the bible 

what happened next....  we know that those crowds turned away 

from Jesus... and that even Jesus close friends ran away... And 

that Jesus was arrested... found guilty ...even though He did 

nothing wrong... and He was sent to the cross to die.....                         

You know it can be great to be a part of a crowd and shout and 

sing together...   BUT sometimes we also have to stand out from 

the crowd.... Slide 3   God asks us to be brave and follow Jesus 

even if others don’t....   Lets pray 

 

Song- Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest;   X 2                                     

Lord we lift up your name, with hearts full of praise.                                

Be exalted, O Lord my God , hosanna in the highest. 

Glory, glory, glory to the King of Kings ! X 2                          

Lord we lift up your name, with hearts full of praise.                                

Be exalted, O Lord my God , hosanna in the highest. 

 

Offering-  

 

New Testament Reading  Matthew 21:1-15  

As they approached Jerusalem & came to Bethphage on the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go 

to the village ahead of you, & at once you will find a donkey tied 

there, with her colt by her. Untie them & bring them to me. 3 If 

anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, & he 

will send them right away.” 

4 This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet: 
5 “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle & 

riding on a donkey, & on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

6 The disciples went & did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They 

brought the donkey & the colt & placed their cloaks on them for 

Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 

road, while others cut branches from the trees & spread them on 

the road.9 The crowds that went ahead of him & those that 

followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Hosanna in the highest 

heaven!”   

 10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred & 

asked, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the 

prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 12 Jesus entered the temple 

courts & drove out all who were buying & selling there. He overturned 

the tables of the money changers & the benches of those selling 

doves. 13 “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be called 

a house of prayer,’ but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.’” 

 
14 The blind & the lame came to him at the temple, & he healed 

them. 15 But when the chief priests & the teachers of the law 

saw the wonderful things he did & the children shouting in the 

temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were 

indignant.  

 

 



SERMON   

I don’t know about you but I have to admit that after a year in 

and out of lockdowns I’m in the mood for a good proper journey!  

Not a five minute trip to the Spar to get a few things or even a 

trip to Dongahdee for a family walk ... but a proper trip, one 

involving a bit of planning, one where I get to see some new 

sights...   Slide 1    Yes I know those things are still a bit away & 

I certainly don’t want to bend any rules... but I can’t help but 

dream of getting away somewhere in the summer... of being free 

to travel a bit further ....   Yes there are some journeys we long 

for...  BUT of course there are other journeys that aren’t so 

thrilling so exciting.... Over the past 12 months we have in a 

sense journeyed through a difficult time.... it hasn’t been a 

journey that any of us wanted to make... but its been necessary. 

This morning we come on Palm Sunday to reflect for a time on 

not one journey but two....   Slide 2 

The first journey we will think about comes to an end as Jesus 

enters Jerusalem and we heard about it in our gospel passage 

slide 3 . The gospel writers tell us that after about 3 years of 

ministry... with Passover approaching, Jesus ‘set his face towards 

Jerusalem’  Matt 16:21, Lk 9:51. It is quite a long journey down 

from Galilee in the north to Jerusalem & it would have been 

tiring and physically demanding. For many pilgrims, including on 

this occasion Jesus, the last stage of this long journey meant 

travelling from Jericho which is 800 feet below sea level to 

Jerusalem which is around 3000 feet above sea level... I have 

only ever travelled all of this route on a comfortable bus... but I 

have walked around Jericho & up into the hills from there and let 

me tell you it’s demanding enough... never mind continuing on the 

whole way to Jerusalem...  

However as physically demanding as this climb was, this journey 

to Jerusalem was also one that filled each Jew with excitement, 

especially at festival times... Because journey’s end for these 

pilgrims wasn’t just a nice inn or a comfortable bed... Rather it 

was Gods house...the temple, an incredible sight and a sacred 

place... the place where for every Jew heaven & earth met......          

Yes this journey up to Jerusalem was always exciting and 

special... but this year it must have been even more exhilarating 

for those travelling down from Galilee because this Passover the 

news was spreading that He was coming....The young Rabbi who 

was turning the world upside down, the one who everyone was 

talking about ...this man who it was said had healed so many 

people...The teacher who had displayed such great authority on 

many occasions....Yes Jesus was coming & people were beginning 

to ask the question.... could this be the one... could this be  the 

Messiah...the new King...the one who would set things right & end 

Roman occupation....? 

So that particular Passover, the journey to Jerusalem, wasn’t 

just exciting it must have been electrifying... Yes the bible 

describes how those coming down to Jerusalem for Passover 

mingled with those coming out of the city to see the one 

everyone was talking about ...Then stirred by all the excitement 

and with anticipation building about what Jesus would do when he 

reached Jerusalem... some of the pilgrims began to cheer & 

sing..Slide 4. “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

vs 9 Hosanna literally means ‘O save’ and put together with calling 

Jesus the Son of David... it means that many in the crowd were 



excitedly hoping that Jesus was their Messiah... the long awaited 

saviour. 

Palm branches had long been a symbol for Israel... going back to 

the time of the Jewish Maccabean kings and their victories.. The 

palm was a symbol of national pride & so as the crowd sung & 

shouted that day some also cut palm branches & began throwing 

them ...& their cloaks down on the road in front of Jesus...This 

was a gesture of submission to the coming king. We can only 

imagine the thrill of those moments & how those in the crowds & 

Jesus’ disciples must have been feeling...Slide 5  For despite 

Jesus’ sombre warnings & predictions, Peter James John & the 

rest must have been on the edge of their seats... for surely 

something glorious was about to happen, surely there were great 

days ahead 

This is the first journey... Jesus’ journey into Jerusalem as the 

crowd proclaims Him as the Son of David... As we imagine again 

the crowds shouting & excitedly waving their palms in joy & 

submission.. so we are perhaps reminded that as Christians, as 

followers of the King....we have much to get excited about ....   

We have much to be thankful for... for we have a Saviour who is 

not just LORD of all... but also the king of perfect love... A king 

who cares for us... each personally.     

As we, in this uncertain time, once again remember this first 

journey & picture our humble but wonderful King. As we picture 

the excitement of the crowds & hear the longing in their voices 

for something special to happen... for better times... for freedom  

for hope.... Shouldn’t that stir our hearts ... shouldn’t that warm 

our hearts again with excitement for Jesus....for fresh 

expectation for what He will do... let’s give ourselves afresh in 

joyful praise ...to the King...   

But mixed with that excitement there is also a challenge, a 

challenge not to get swayed by the fickleness of crowds or our 

own wishful thinking... Slide 6 For we can’t make the one on the 

donkey into the type of King we think he should be... Yes Jesus 

entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday reminds us that He is 

indeed King. But as King He must reign over our desires & our 

dreams...We must let Him be King even when we don’t 

understand. Sadly in the days following Palm Sunday it became 

clear that most people couldn’t understand or accept this type of 

King .... we see that already in our reading as we hear of the 

reaction of the religious leaders to Jesus entrance...  Yes sadly 

Journeys end for Jesus wasn’t Jerusalem & its temple .... it was 

the cross...   

So this morning we must also consider a 2nd journey, the 

invitation to journey with Jesus through holy week on His way to 

Calvary. Slide 7   In some ways this journey stands in stark 

contrast to the first for where the entrance to Jerusalem was 

outwardly full of joy, optimism & triumph...it was marked inwardly 

by a growing sense of tension & threat... yet  Jesus’ journey to 

the cross while it was clearly full of pain, betrayal, rejection, 

torture & finally death  it also contained in the midst of that 

darkness a shimmering thread of purpose & hope that couldn’t be 

extinguished... Yes if the 1st journey was on the surface so full 

of excitement and glory yet at a deeper level was tinged with 

misunderstanding & sadness... Then this second journey through 

Holy week is a difficult & painful one... but it also draws our gaze 

again to God’s powerful purpose & offers us a kernel of real hope.  



Slide 8  So the invitation this Palm Sunday is to journey with 

Jesus again.  In particular over the next days we are invited to 

reread the gospel accounts of the passion & take time to imagine 

ourselves in Jerusalem in the build-up to Passover, a time of 

excitement & a time of tension ... we are invited to watch as 

Jesus is betrayed, arrested , accused, tortured, & murdered this 

is not an easy or pleasant invitation but it contains within it the 

opportunity for us to once again be touched by what Jesus went 

through for us.... 

You see the temptation for all of us on Palm Sunday could be to 

quickly move from the cheering crowds as Jesus enters the city 

to the awe & wonder & glory of the empty tomb & so bypass the 

pain of the cross. In some ways that was exactly what the 

crowds & Jesus’ disciples hoped for back then...all the glory...but 

at no real cost.....but that is not the gospel that is not the 

journey we are called to make... a poem by Marjory Francis    

Travel with Jesus- Hosanna! They cry ,  Along the palm strewn 

road,    As patiently a donkey plods  & bears his precious load. 

Travel with Jesus into the inn , & up the well worn stairs. He 

gives himself – for them, for me-  as bread & wine he shares.  

Travel with Jesus – into the night. The blackness, the darkness 

outpoured.  but battle is fought, the enemy faced & victory 

assured.     Travel with Jesus- dressed in a robe & mockingly 

crowned as a King,   beaten & ridiculed, slandered, ill-tried, my 

punishment, His suffering.     Travel with Jesus - bearing a cross, 

the hillside of horror ahead,  The nails, the pain, the load of sin-   

He took them in my stead.     No need to Travel – it is done, His 

life is at an end. The garden cave a resting place , for this my 

dearest friend.    But travel with Jesus into life!  Mary, 

peter...see!  He rises from death that Sunday morn unlimited & 

free,  & living still, he grasps my hand & travels with now with me. 

So let us pray--- 

Almighty God, as we approach Holy Week hearing again the story 

of Christ’s passion, may it help us to truly understand the 

sacrifice he made for us as we reflect on his passion. Despite 

being unable to gather in our churches until next week we thank 

you for the technology & resources that enable us to be together 

in spirit as we relive the Easter story, a story which fills us with 

hope and confidence that there will be an end to the anxiety and 

distress of the Coronavirus Pandemic. 

Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

So we as we think of Christ as King, we pray for all those in 

positions of authority & leadership. Lord for our government, our 

executive & indeed other world leaders, we ask that they might 

have the humility of Christ, that they might be given godly 

wisdom & that above all they might be given compassion for all 

people.   Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

Jesus our king of love who walked the way of suffering, we think 

now of those in hospitals and at home, in this land and in others 

who are suffering through physical illness or isolation or anxiety. 

We pray too for all those who seek to care for them, our NHS 



staff, social workers, community carers and family & friends... 

We ask for healing & hope for many in the midst of their pain. 

Lord, in your Mercy: Hear our Prayer 

So now we bring to God those who have requested our prayers 

through our prayer chain. So we pray for Adrianna, Daniel, Cole 

& 2 year old Zion… and we give thanks for God’s continued hand 

upon young Adam who will soon be 9 years old. It has been 4 

years since we as a Church started praying for Adam & its good 

to be able to report that his latest scan was clear…we keep him 

and these other children & y people in prayer.   

We also pray for Bert, Betty, Nicky, Lucy, Mitch,Stanley, 

Aliaster, Gordon, pastor Mark, Anna & her family with Covid, 

another Pastor & his family with Covid , Joanne, Lisa & we pray 

especially for Doreen who was due her surgery last Tuesday. 

Also for those in our Church family who are ill, or in need of 

prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, Audrey & Bernie, Anna, Maggie 

Bowles, John Henderson, Alison, Irene, Brian & Dorothy.. , 

Peggy & Mary Mulligan.  

We also remember all those who have lost loved ones over the 

past year , especially remembering John & family after 

Maureen’s death.                 

And we finish with the Lord’s Prayer 

HYMN- Ride on ride on in majesty 

Ride on! ride on in majesty! 

Hark! all the tribes hosanna cry; 

Thine humble beast pursues his road 

With palms and scattered garments strowed. 

Ride on! ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 

o'er captive death and conquered sin. 

Ride on! ride on in majesty! 

The winged squadrons of the sky 

Look down with sad and wondering eyes 

To see the approaching sacrifice. 

Ride on! ride on in majesty! 

Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh; 

The Father on his sapphire throne 

Expects his own anointed Son. 

Ride on! ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

Bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 

Then take, O God, thy power, and reign. 

We share the grace together... 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all forevermore. Amen. 


