
EASTER MORNING 2021 

Video – The Easter Story 

Welcome  Alleluia ! Christ is risen!                                                                

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Hymn Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 

Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 

Sing, ye heavens, thou earth, reply, Alleluia! 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 

Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, Alleluia! 

Christ hath burst the gates of hell, Alleluia! 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 

Once He died our souls to save, Alleluia! 

Where thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia! 

Soar we now where Christ hath led, Alleluia! 

Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 

Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia! 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

King of glory, Soul of bliss, Alleluia! 

Everlasting life is this, Alleluia! 

Thee to know, Thy power to prove, Alleluia! 

Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia! 

Prayer of Praise & Confession 

God of glory we come to You this Easter morning with thankful 

hearts, hearts touched by hope, for You have raised Jesus from 

the grave, bringing us victory over death and giving us eternal 

life through our relationship with Him... 

Lord Jesus, on this day when we remember & celebrate Your 

world changing resurrection, a resurrection that proclaims your 

Kingship , Your victory, Your Grace.                                                             

So too we are so grateful this day that as we meet we are not 

alone... God You are here through Your Holy Spirit... The Spirit 

who leads us into all truth and breathes new life into us.  

God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit... we welcome You into our 

midst this morning and we worship You with grateful hearts. 

Yet even as we sit in Your glorious presence ... we are mindful of 

those times when we have not trusted You, when we have fallen 

into despair, letting fear rule in our hearts ..... 

So we quietly make our own confessions to God asking for a fresh 

touch of His abundant grace in our lives this day... 

May the living God raise us from despair, give us victory over sin 

and set us free in Christ. Amen 

 

 



Praise    Jesus paid it all  

I hear the saviour say thy strength indeed is small 

Child of weakness, watch & pray find in me thine all in all 

Jesus paid it all, all to him I owe 

Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow 

Lord, now indeed I find thy power and thine alone 

Came and changed the lepers spots & it melt the heart of stone 

Jesus paid it all, All to him I owe 

Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow 

He washed away 

And when before the throne I stand in him complete 

Jesus died my soul to save my lips shall still repeat 

Jesus paid it all, All to him I owe 

Sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as snow 

Oh He washed 

Yeah He washed it white as snow 

Oh, praise the one who paid my debt 

And raises life up from the dead 

Oh, praise the one who paid my debt 

And raises life up from the dead 

Oh, praise the one who paid my debt 

And raises life up from the dead 

Songwriters: Alex Nifong 

 

O happy day 

The greatest day in history,  

Death is beaten, you have rescued me 

Sing it out Jesus is alive 

The empty cross, The empty grave 

Life eternal You have won the day 

Shout it out, Jesus is alive, He's alive 

 

Chorus - Oh happy day, happy day, You washed my sin away 

Oh happy day, happy day 

I'll never be the same 

Forever I am changed 

 

When I stand, in that place. Free at last, meeting face to face 

I am Yours Jesus You are mine, Endless joy, perfect peace 

Earthly pain finally will cease, Celebrate, Jesus is alive, He's alive 

 

CHORUS   Oh happy day, happy day, You washed my sin away 

Oh happy day, happy day, I'll never be the same 

Oh what a glorious day, What a glorious way 

That You have saved me 

Oh what a glorious day 

What a glorious name 

 

Chorus  Oh happy day, happy day, You washed my sin away 

Oh happy day, happy day, I'll never be the same 

Forever I am changed 

 

Oh what a glorious day, I'll never be the same 



Easter Reading – Matthew 28:1-10 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 

2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came 

down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the 

stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his 

clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him 

that they shook and became like dead men. 

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 

you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he 

has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he 

lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the 

dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see 

him.’ Now I have told you.” 

8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled 

with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met 

them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet 

and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. 

Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

Easter Thought 

It was all over in a matter of a few moments... I turned the car & 

suddenly there was a loud bang as something came crashing into 

the side of me.... I sat dazed for a second before getting out of 

my car only to see a man lying on a road... his motor bike lying 

beside him... I hadn’t seen him at all ...so when I moved to turn 

right he had crashed into the side of me.... I will never forget 

standing there in shock as he moaned in pain & people came to 

help... There were no mobile phones around then but someone 

must have rang for an ambulance & the police because I 

remember them coming.. But to be honest much of the rest of 

that time is a blur.... I couldn’t take in what had happened... even 

though I could see the man in front of me... Even though I saw 

the motorbike &d had felt the impact of the collision ... I just 

could take in that I had been involved in an accident                           

I was in shock.       SLIDE 1 

Some things can be very difficult to take in.....  accidents... 

sudden illnesses.... or something happier like a sudden windfall or 

meeting a really good friend unexpectedly after so many years .... 

Yes sometimes we as human beings find it hard to take certain 

things in .... we need time to accept or process what is going on...  

The great Canadian preacher, pastor, author, and missions 

advocate SLIDE 2 Oswald J Smith once said that “No one has 

the right to hear the gospel twice, while there remains someone 

who has not heard it once.”       

However while I understand what he is trying to say, & I fully 

agree that we must encourage people to go & share the gospel 

about Jesus with others who haven’t heard before .....                  

I also see in the gospel accounts...yes in todays reading about 



Jesus resurrection ... that Jesus Himself understood that it 

nearly always takes time for people to TAKE IN the tremendous 

message of the gospel....   

Just think about our passage for a moment...   SLIDE 3  

Presumably Mary & the other women heading to Jesus tomb that 

first Easter, had like the male disciples heard Jesus tell them 

that He was going to rise on the third day... However they 

couldn’t understand or couldn’t believe what Jesus had said.... 

let’s be honest which one of us would?  People don’t rise from the 

dead that just doesn’t happen....does it?  So Mary & the other 

women head for Jesus tomb to do what they can for Jesus body 

after the horror of the cross on Good Friday... Mark in his gospel 

tells us that they had spices to anoint Jesus body with... they 

thought He was dead and gone... 

But then there is an earthquake.....SLIDE 4 as an angel of the 

Lord comes and the heavy stone that stood in front of Jesus 

tomb is rolled away.... the guards left by the authorities in front 

of the tomb really go into a state of shock...Matthew tells us 

that they are like dead men... But the angel isn’t focussed on 

them He is focussed on the women as he tells the...                           

Don’t be afraid!”  “I know you are looking for Jesus, who was 

crucified. 6 He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead, just as he 

said would happen. Come, see where his body was lying. 7 And now, 

go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, 

and he is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there. 

Remember what I have told you.” 

He isn’t here ...He is risen...   come and see where His body was.... 

His body is gone...... Come and see ... SLIDE 5  isn’t it amazing 

that the stone wasn’t rolled away to let Jesus out.... no stone was 

going to stop His resurrection... as we hear in the gospels Jesus 

could now just appear in a locked room... No stone could prevent 

Him from coming forth.... No the stone was rolled away to 

ALLOW the women to enter the tomb so that they could see 

that Jesus wasn’t there.....The earthquake... the angel... the stone 

rolled away ... all for them.... to help them take it in.... 

And to their credit the women did better than the men did later 

at receiving this amazing wonderful news.... Yet even they were 

struggling to accept what was happening... even these loyal 

faithful, strong in faith women who had followed Jesus so well... 

struggled to take in what was happening....  

So Matthew tells us that as they ran quickly from the tomb. 

They were very frightened but also filled with great joy,                     

Yes they believed ...but still they were frightened.... for this was 

so hard to accept... so hard to really take in.... 

And so we hear of God wondrous grace again.... They had felt the 

earth quake... they had seen & heard the angelic messenger... 

they had been shown the empty tomb...BUT God knew their 

deepest need..... so we hear in verse 9  SLIDE 6 Suddenly Jesus 

met them. ‘Greetings,’ he said. They came to him, clasped his feet 

& worshipped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. 

Go & tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 



They had felt... they had been told.... they had viewed the 

evidence...  But God in His mercy allowed them also to really take 

in what had happened by MEETING in person with the RISEN 

CHRIST... and it was this that led to worship... 

This morning...  I don’t know if you have ever struggled with 

Jesus rising from the dead... maybe you have heard... you’ve been 

told... maybe you have even seen some evidence & yes you believe  

but..... 

Well perhaps this is the day to simply say to God I want to really 

meet Jesus personally.... I don’t want to be afraid... I want to 

worship & know His peace His joy...His life...  Lets take a moment 

to respond to what God has been saying to us...  

Prayer-   Lord ... we thank you for Your wonderful grace this 

special day... You meet each of us where we are... & You say ‘don’t 

be afraid... come... believe ...share... Lord help each of us to meet 

Jesus in a fresh way today.... and help us to worship Him with our 

lives forevermore....  Amen     

Prayers-   In the power of the resurrection we offer our 

prayers to God.   We pray. 

Remember, O Lord, in your love the Church throughout the world, 

especially those new in the faith... those who are persecuted for 

their faith & those who minister to others... 

May your whole Church know your power and be a sign that Christ 

is risen. 

Lord of Life, hear us in Your love. 

Remember, in Your love the world You have made... those who 

seek a fair and proper use of the world’s resources... we pray 

especially that poorer nations would have access to Covid 

vaccines and health care..... We pray too for those who strive for 

justice and peace among the nations... praying for peace in the 

Middle East, in Africa and in our own land. 

May the whole earth be transformed by mercy and rejoice in 

hope. 

Lord of Life, hear us in Your love. 

Remember in Your love those who suffer...  we remember the 

victims of violence and injustice.... we remember those who are 

sick, bringing to mind those we know personally... and those on 

our prayer chain...  Adrianna...Adam...Daniel...Timothy.. Cole & 

Zion.....   Bert, Betty, Nicky, Lucy, Mitch, Doreen, Joanna & Lisa. 

We remember also those in our own Church family who would love 

to be with us this morning... For all those who are facing illness 

or other struggles we pray...    mindful too of those who have lost 

loved ones in the past year....  

Lord Jesus we ask You to bring healing and hope, Comfort and 

strength to those who need it most this day... And we ask that 

You would help us be people who share love, comfort and hope 

with others.  



Lord of Life, hear us in Your love. 

And we share the Lord’s Prayer 

Now we stand & share the peace together. THE PEACE 

The risen Christ came and stood among His disciples and said: 

‘Peace be with you’. Then they were glad when they saw the Lord.  

Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ be always with you.                                                  

And also with you. Alleluia!    

THE LORDS SUPPER  

We now come to our time of communion when we will be sharing 

using our individual ‘miracle meal’ cups...                                          

(Bread & wine uncovered)  

Here is bread, God’s good gift.                                                                       

It will become for us the bread of life. 

Here is wine, God’s good gift.                                                                      

It will become for us the cup of salvation. 

Let us pray ... 

The Lord be with you.      And also with you.  

 Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord.  

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                            

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Blessing and honour, glory and power, are rightly yours, all-

gracious God. By your creative word you brought the world to 

birth; in your generous love you made the human family, that we 

might see your glory and live forever in your presence.  

Blessing and honour, glory and power, are rightly yours, all-

gracious God.  

When we wandered from you in our sin you sought us with your 

steadfast love and did not give us up. In the fullness of time you 

sent your Son to be our Saviour and Deliverer. Made of flesh and 

blood, he lived our life and died our death upon the cross. Death 

could not hold him and now he reigns at your right hand.  

Blessing and honour, glory and power, are rightly yours, all-

gracious God.  

Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of 

heaven we bless and praise your glorious name, saying:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed indeed is the Lord Jesus Christ who, at supper with his 

friends, took bread and gave you thanks, broke it, gave it to 

them and said: ‘Take this, all of you, and eat it. This is my body 

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ When supper was 

ended, he took the cup and gave you thanks, gave it to them, and 

said: ‘Drink from it all of you. This is my blood of the new 



covenant, poured out for you and for everyone, for the 

forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.’  

Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. 

Lord Jesus, come in glory.  

Therefore, Father, we celebrate this Passover of gladness; for 

as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

Accept, through him, our great high priest, this, our sacrifice of 

praise. Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine 

may be for us the body and the blood of Christ. Gather us, who 

share this feast, into the kingdom of your glory that with all your 

people in every time and place we may praise and worship you 

forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

by whom and with whom in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

honour & glory are yours, heavenly Father, now & always. 

Amen.  

The Breaking of the Bread  

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.                   

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  

We meet the risen Christ in the breaking of the bread.                     

Draw near with faith.  

Prayer after Communion  

God of our salvation, we thank you for our communion with 

the risen Christ and with all who love him in earth and 

heaven. We pray that, strengthened by his grace, we may 

serve you faithfully all our days; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen 

Hymn Thine be the glory 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 

Endless is the victory, thou o’er death hast won; 

Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

Kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 

Chorus- Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory, thou o’er death hast won. 

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 

Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

Let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 

for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting.   Chorus  

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 

life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love: 

bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.   Chorus 

Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb... so we leave this place 

and Jesus goes with us... let us go in joy and peace to love and 

serve the Lord!    In the name of Christ. Alleluia! 

We share the grace 


