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Welcome & Announcements                                                                                                                                    

Video    The Risen King                                                                              

Call to worship  Psalm 95:1-2                                                                  

Hymn –    HP 256 He is Lord                                                                         

Prayer                                                                                   

Praise-       This is amazing grace & Cornerstone                                                                          

Children’s Talk                                                                 

Offering                                                                                 

Gospel Reading        John 21:1-14                                                           

Sermon                                                                                              

Prayers                                                                             

Closing Hymn  HP 232 Tell me the old old story 

CALL TO WORSHIP          Psalm 95:1-2                                       

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;                                                         

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!                

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;                                

Let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise. 

 

HYMN   He is Lord, He is Lord; 

He has risen from the dead, and He is Lord 

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 

That Jesus Christ is Lord. 

He is King, he is King;                                                                              

He will draw all nations to him, he is King;                                                       

And the time shall be when the world shall sing                                      

That Jesus Christ is King. 

He is love, He is love;                                                                              

He has shown us by His life that He is love;                                         

All His people sing with one voice of joy                                                         

That Jesus Christ is love. 

He is life, He is life;                                                                    

He has died to set us free and He is life;                                         

And He calls us all to live evermore,                                                         

For Jesus Christ is life.                                                             

Prayer   God of glory, we come worshipping You this morning 

You are the great I am the creator of the universe yet also the 

One who loves each of us so much that You would sacrificially 

send us Your Only Son.. 

King Jesus You who in love, died to set us free. We praise and 

worship You this morning as our King, our love, our life.....The One 

who in mercy bestows abundant life...  

Holy Spirit, the helper, the Counsellor our guide and corrector... 

We worship You this day, knowing that You fill us with joy & keep 

us securely... 

God Father, Son and Spirit we worship You this day ...                            

But as we declare that You are king and Lord...so we quietly pause 

& confess those times when we have not allowed You to reign in 

our lives... we ask for forgiveness again now through Christ.  And 

we hear the good news of the gospel that -  if we confess our 

sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all wickedness. 1 John 1:9 



Praise – This is Amazing Grace                                                           

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness? 

Whose love is mighty and so much stronger? 

The King of glory, the King above all kings 

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder? 

And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 

The King of glory, the King above all kings 

This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love 

That You would take my place, that You would bear my cross.               

You laid down Your life, that I would be set free 

Oh, Jesus, I sing for all that You've done for me 

Who brings our chaos back into order? 

Who makes the orphans a son and daughter? 

The King of glory, the King of glory 

Who rules the nations with truth and justice 

Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance 

The King of glory, the King above all kings 

This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love 

That You would take my place, that You would bear my cross.               

You laid down Your life, that I would be set free 

Oh, Jesus, I sing for all that You've done for me 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave  X3 

Worthy, worthy, worthy 

This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love 

That You would take my place, that You would bear my cross.               

You laid down Your life, that I would be set free 

Oh, Jesus, I sing for all that You've done for me                                         

All that You've done for me 

CORNERSTONE-                                                                                       

My hope is built on nothing less,  

Than Jesus blood and righteousness 

I dare not trust the sweetest friend 

But wholly trust in Jesus name   X2 

                                                                                                             

Christ alone Cornerstone 

Weak made strong, In the Saviour's love 

Through the storm, He is Lord, Lord of all. 

When darkness seems to hide His face 

I rest on His unchanging grace 

In every high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil 

My anchor holds within the veil (Oh) 

Christ alone Cornerstone 

Weak made strong, In the Saviour's love 

Through the storm, He is Lord, Lord of all.  X3 

When He shall come with trumpet sound 

Oh, may I then in Him be found (Oh, yeah) 

Dressed in His righteousness alone 

Faultless stand before the throne 

Christ alone Cornerstone 

Weak made strong, In the Saviour's love 

Through the storm, He is Lord, Lord of all.   X3 

 



Children’s Talk DISGUISES 

Now we may not have been allowed to meet up and have many 

parties in the past year... but the good news is that if you have a 

birthday in June or anytime in the summer...you will hopefully 

soon be able to invite some of your friends over to celebrate it 

with you...     One type of party that I always liked to go to in the 

past was a FANCY DRESS party...  particularly a murder mystery 

party...  we would dress up and pretend to be a different 

character... then there would be clues & a pretend murder & we 

all tried to work out who did it...                                                       

ANYWAY   I have had to put on some weird clothes at times & 

even some funny wigs....       WIGS  & GLASSES 

I wonder if any of you would KNOW its me if I was walking down 

Newtownards with this funny wig on..?  maybe you would know it 

was me & you would quickly cross over to the other side ...! 

In todays bible reading we are going to hear another story about 

a time when Jesus appeared to His disciples after He had risen 

from the grave. This time it was up on the shores of the Sea of 

Galilee but like last week.... His friends, for some reason didn’t 

know at the beginning that it was Him..  

You know I wonder if we sometimes don’t NOTICE that Jesus is 

there..? Sometimes we might be so busy with different things... 

or worried about certain things... or maybe we just think that we 

can only meet JESUS at Church ....   But this morning we 

remember again that Jesus is Alive & He can & will meet with us 

anywhere....    And we pray.... Open our eyes Lord let us see 

Jesus..  To Reach Out And Touch Him &  Say That We Love Him. 

Open Our Ears Lord, And Help Us To Listen, 

Open Our Eyes Lord, We Want To See Jesus. 

Offering 

Gospel Reading  John 21:1-14 

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of 

Galilee. It happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known 

as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of 

Zebedee, & 2 other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to 

fish,” Simon Peter told them & they said, “We’ll go with you.” So 

they went out & got into the boat, but that night they caught 

nothing. 

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the 

disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to 

them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”     “No,” they answered. 
6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat & you 

will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net 

in because of the large number of fish. 

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the 

Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he 

wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) & 

jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, 

towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, 

about a 100 yards.  When they landed, they saw a fire of burning 

coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just 

caught.”  11 So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat & dragged 

the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so 



many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come & have 

breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” 

They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread & gave 

it to them, & did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the 3rd 

time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from 

the dead. 

SERMON It was almost as if I had been here before.... it 

looked so familiar... so much like the city Hall in Belfast... a 

building that I have walked past so many times in my life... But I 

wasn’t in Belfast I was in ..... SLIDE 1 , any guesses?  Yes this is 

the city hall in Durban, South Africa, it was built in 1910 by a 

certain Stanley G Hudson who obviously took a lot of inspiration 

from what had been built in Belfast... So there I was on a 

different continent looking up at a building that drew me back to 

my journeys to school when I was young...  

Today we continue thinking about Jesus’ appearances to His 

disciples after His resurrection & we continue to think about 

that idea of ‘journeying with Jesus’ in our lives. Our passage 

begins with the disciples having travelled back up to Galilee from 

Jerusalem. Galilee was home to most of them and the angel at 

the tomb had after all told the women that the disciples should 

expect to see Jesus in Galilee (Matthew 28:7). So it’s not 

unexpected that we see these disciples returning to familiar 

territory & returning to familiar routines.... like Peter suggesting 

that they go out to fish SLIDE2.. Now I have to be honest I 

know I have preached sermons on this passage before & asked 

the question if this was Peter slipping back towards his old life.. 

His life before Jesus.... But I now think that’s harsh.... after all 

Peter & many of the other disciples were fishermen. That’s how 

they had made their living & it’s hardly wrong for them to do 

something familiar & useful as they consider all the amazing 

events that have happened in the past days... So Peter leads 

them out to fish on the lake they knew so well.... 

And yet even though they are experienced professional 

fisherman & even though they fished all night... the best time to 

catch fish... They caught nothing...  I guess they must have been 

exhausted and deflated at this point.... when just as dawn arrives 

they hear a voice from the shore calling out to them....  “Friends, 

haven’t you any fish?”   Now as we heard earlier...they don’t at 

first know who is calling to them... Is it just the poor light at 

dawn? Or could it be that once again God is confusing their 

vision, as with the two disciples on the Emmaus road? Well we 

aren’t told for sure... but what we do know is that they don’t 

recognise this person on the shore as He tells them to cast their 

nets over the right side of the boat to catch some fish...    

Do they follow this command from the shore because they feel, 

like me in Durban, that they have been here before? Maybe..for 

yes they surely remembered that day, 3 years before, when 

Jesus had told Peter to put out his boat into the same lake to 

teach the crowds & then Jesus had told him to go out into 

deeper water & let down the nets Slide 3 (Lk5:4) Peter had at 

that time replied that they had worked all night but hadn’t 



caught anything... but because you have said so I will let down the 

nets vs 5  Of course, when Peter had done that, though it was 

the wrong time of day for fishing... suddenly the net was bursting 

with fish.. so much so that they had to call other boats for help...    

So the disciples could be excused for thinking that they had 

been here before...because in a way they had. So now as they let 

their nets down this 2nd time & once again they suddenly found 

them near to breaking, their memories were stirred. Then John 

‘the beloved disciple’ suddenly realises who is speaking to them 

from the shore... “It is the Lord!”  he says. This leads Peter to 

throw on his outer garment & jump into the sea making his way to 

the figure on the shore.... 3 years earlier in the face of that 

miraculous catch of fish Peter had fallen before Jesus saying ‘ 

Go away from me Lord; I am a sinful man!’ Lk5:8 but this time 

Peter jumps into the water & wades towards His Lord.  

So what’s happening here..? Could it be that Jesus is purposefully 

bring them back to the start of their journey with Him...Slide 4 

to make the point that their journey of learning & living with Him 

wasn’t over ...in fact it was just entering a new chapter. Yes much 

had changed in that 3 years... they had witnessed miracles... they 

had heard teaching... they had dreamed dreams only for them to 

be broken in the brutality of Holy week...And then they had been 

left stunned & amazed at the reality of the resurrection...   So 

much had changed since that first wonderful catch of fish but 

now Jesus repeats the miracle... to tell them that 1 thing remains 

the same.. The CALL to FOLLOW HIM.. to journey on with Him.  

Much has changed in our world over past year or so. We have 

been shocked by the speed & extent of what has happened &, 

although things are looking more hopeful, we know that we will 

have to live with many of these changes for a considerable time 

to come... Yes much has changed... BUT the CALL to Journey on 

with Jesus... to FOLLOW HIM remains the same... And while 

certain doors remain closed in what we can do.... many more are 

now opening up & some never closed...  For no rules can stop us 

spending personal time with Jesus... we have always been able to 

pray for people & give them a phone call....    

2000 years ago Jesus took these disciples back to the start of 

their journey with him... to say... This isn’t the end of the story.... 

there is more...Slide 5 And I wonder if any of us need to hear 

those words this morning? Do any of us feel like because of our 

age or something else.... that our journey with Jesus is over, that 

this is as far as we can go? Perhaps we feel like Jesus has moved 

on to calling & using others who are more gifted... younger.. Or 

perhaps we have been thinking that we have little to offer....  

Well the message this morning is that Jesus isn’t done with us 

yet... Young older, middle aged... those who can sort out a router 

at the drop of a hat... and those of you who may not know what a 

router is...  We are called to listen, learn & live for Jesus 

together... The journey isn’t over... 

And thinking of journeys...the short journey to shore must have 

been hard work for those fishermen. You remember Peter had 

waded on ahead leaving the rest of them in the boat to trail that 



heavy net to shore... a net overflowing with fish...153 to be 

precise. Yes someone must have taken the time to count them...  

So they struggle to shore with the fish & what do they find? 

Slide 6 They discover that Jesus already has a fire going & wait 

for it, there is already fish on the BBQ!  Yet even so Jesus tells 

them to bring some of the fish they have just caught to add to 

the fire. Peter does just that & so they have the privilege of 

contributing to the meal that Jesus is preparing for them. 

So we are reminded that in all our journeys with Jesus... as we 

continue to serve Him,that He always goes before us... He always 

provides the catch...It was Jesus after all who told them where 

to cast their nets & it was Jesus who already had fish on the 

fire... He was way ahead of them...Slide 7  So journeying with 

Jesus is all about letting Him show the way... what little thought 

or idea might He be putting in our minds in the week ahead? 

Someone we haven’t spoken to in a while..?  Something that 

maybe I could do for that person or that we might be able to do 

as a Church together...  God has been active throughout this 

painful period & He will continue to be active as we move out of 

restrictions....But what is He inviting us personally & us as Church 

to get involved with...If you believe that god is speaking to You 

about us as Church then don’t keep it to yourself... pass it on to 

me or another Church leader..... What fire has Jesus already 

started warming in our hearts... what invitation is He extending 

to others & asking us to contribute to?                                        

I have to admit I like a BBQ , although I find sausages easier to 

cook that fish! But I like BBQ’s because they are relaxed meals 

rather than formal dinners... they are times when people chat, 

unwind & get to know each better... So in our passage we see the 

King of the Universe, the risen Jesus... hosting a BBQ for His 

friends, gradually helping them see that He wasn’t some sort of 

ghost but He really was alive & that He wanted them to continue 

growing in friendship with Him..Slide 8 Don’t we all need a little 

of that in the weeks to come... opportunities to meet with 

friends again.. space to catch up & really share... food, friendship. 

Of course we must follow the rules & be responsible & wise,  we 

pray that others do the same... for the virus hasn’t been wiped 

out... But we do need to reconnect with each other... we do need 

to know that journeying with Jesus... while personal ...isn’t just 

about us & Him... it’s also about God’s family.. So in the weeks 

ahead Church will be trying to organise a few garden get 

togethers..  And as restrictions ease you will be able to organise 

your own as well...    reconnecting with others...  

The journey goes on..... we are called to keep going ...keep praying 

& sharing & looking for ways to contribute to the work that God 

is already doing... And we do that together... Let’s pause to give 

us an opportunity to respond to Jesus...   

PRAYERS – Lord Jesus, we pray that You would bring home to 

each of us today Your invitation to come & enjoy time with You. 

And we also pray that You would impress on us the wonderful 

truth that no matter how many miles we may have already 

travelled that there is still a horizon to explore with You...  In 



the words of CS Lewis we pray that we might yearn to go 

‘further up...and further in... 

So Lord we also pray today for those whose loved ones have left 

this world... we pray for the family of Maureen Skates after her 

passing and for Janette and her family after her father’s 

death... We also remember the Brown and Gallagher families 

after their father’s death.  

So we also pray for those on our prayer chain... for baby ELLIS , 

Johnny... Alison.... William.... Doreen.... John.... Lisa...  Betty ... 

Adrianna .. Timothy... Daniel... Cole... Adam.. and Zion ...We also 

remember Jim... Peggy... Jean... Maggie... Anna….Brian & Dorothy.. 

And all in our Church family who are needing God’s special help 

and healing at this time. 

So we sum up our prayers using the prayer that Jesus gave us. 

Closing Hymn   Tell me the Old old story 

Tell me the old, old story  

Of unseen things above, 

Of Jesus and His glory,  

Of Jesus and His love. 

Tell me the story simply,  

As to a little child; 

For I am weak and weary,  

And helpless and defiled. 

Chorus - Tell me the old, old story; 

Tell me the old, old story, 

Tell me the old, old story 

Of Jesus and His love. 

Tell me the story slowly,  

That I may take it in - 

That wonderful redemption, 

God's remedy for sin. 

Tell me the story often, 

For I forget so soon; 

The early dew of morning 

Has passed away at noon.    CHORUS  

Tell me the story softly, 

with earnest tones and grave; 

remember I'm the sinner 

whom Jesus came to save. 

Tell me the story always, 

if you would really be, 

in any time of trouble, 

a comforter to me.       CHORUS  

Tell me the same old story 

when you have cause to fear 

that this world's empty glory 

is costing me too dear. 

Yes, and when that world's glory 

is dawning on my soul, 

tell me the old, old story: 

"Christ Jesus makes thee whole."   CHORUS 

We share the grace together...  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all forevermore. Amen. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


