
SUNDAY 25th APRIL 2021 REGENT ST 

Welcome & Announcements                                                                                                                                    

Call to worship     Psalm 9:1-2                                                          

Hymn – HP223   I will sing the wondrous story                                                                           

Prayer                                                                                   

Praise- ‘Be thou my vision’, ‘Everlasting God’                                                                                

Children’s Talk   “I will be with you always”  Gail Thomas                                                           

Offering                                                                                 

Gospel Reading     Matthew 28:16-20                                                              

Video         The Mission Field                                                                     

Sermon                                                                                              

Prayers                                                                             

Closing Hymn  HP 774 Lord thy church on earth is seeking 

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 9:1-2           

I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart; 

    I will tell of all your wonderful deeds. 
2 I will be glad and rejoice in you; 

    I will sing the praises of your name, O Most High. 

HYMN   I will sing the wondrous story 

Of the Christ Who died for me; 

How He left the realms of glory 

For the cross of Calvary. 

Refrain:   Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story 

Of the Christ Who died for me, 

Sing it with the saints in glory, 

Gathered by the crystal sea. 

I was lost, but Jesus found me, 

Found the sheep that went astray, 

Raised me up, and gently led me, 

Back into His narrow way.          REFRAIN 

Faint was I, and fears possessed me,  

Bruised was I from many a fall, 

Hope was gone, and shame distressed me, 

But His love has pardoned all:  REFRAIN 

Days of darkness still come o’er me, 

Sorrow’s paths I often tread, 

But the Saviour still is with me,  

By His hand I’m safely led:  REFRAIN 

He will keep me till the river 

Rolls its waters at my feet; 

Then He’ll bear me safely over, 

Where the loved ones I shall meet. REFRAIN 

                                                              

Prayer   God of Mission... God who came seeking & searching 

for us who were lost... We worship You this morning... For 

through Jesus Your Son, You raised us up & have gently led us 

back into the narrow way.... the way of hope & abundant life.  We 

also praise You for You are the God who travels with us... By Your 

hand we are safely led.... and You will keep us till the 

river...bearing us safely over .... Almighty God of mercy & mission 

we worship You this day ....   Yet even as we do...we quietly pause 



taking a moment to bring You our confessions , were we have 

sinned in thought word or deed....  

Lord forgive us afresh this morning... through Christ...    We hear 

the good news of the gospel this morning that in Christ our sins 

are forgiven. amen  

Praise – Be thou my vision 

Be Thou my vision, oh Lord of my heart 

Nought be all else to me, save that Thy art 

Thou my best thought, in the day and the night 

Waking or sleeping, Thou presence my light 

Be Thou my wisdom, be Thou my true word 

I ever with Thee, and Thou with me Lord 

Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son 

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one 

Be Thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight 

Be Thou my armour, and be Thou my might 

Thou my soul shelter, and Thy my high tower 

Raise Thou me heavenwards, oh power of my power 

Riches I need not, nor man's empty praise 

Thou mine inheritance through all of my days 

Thou and Thou only, though first in my heart 

High king of heaven, my treasure Thou art 

Oh high king of heaven, when battle is done 

Grant heaven's joy to me, bright heaven sun 

Christ of my own heart, whatever befall 

Still be my vision, though ruler of all 

Everlasting God 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord, we will wait upon the Lord 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord, we will wait upon the Lord 

Our God, You reign forever.  Our hope, our Strong Deliverer 

You are the everlasting God, the everlasting God 

You do not faint. You won't grow weary 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord, we will wait upon the Lord 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord 

We will wait upon the Lord, we will wait upon the Lord 

Our God, You reign forever. Our hope, our Strong Deliverer 

You are the everlasting God, the everlasting God 

You do not faint. You won't grow weary 

You're the defender of the weak 

You comfort those in need 

You lift us up on the wings Like eagles 

Our God, You reign forever. Our hope, our Strong Deliverer 

Cause You are, You are the everlasting God, the everlasting God 

You do not faint, You won't grow weary 

You're the defender of the weak, You comfort those in need.  

You lift us up on the wings, Like eagles                                                

From everlasting to everlasting 

God, You are everlasting 



Children’s Talk  

Offering 

Gospel Reading  Matthew 28:16-20  

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 

Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped 

him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age.” 

VIDEO   The Mission Field 

 

Sermon     Many years ago I read a book by the sociologist 

pastor & preacher Tony Campolo who shared a story about a 

friend of his who gave up his job as a professor to become a 

postman..SLIDE 1 Now Tony, like others, was shocked at this 

move.... why would you want to give up a secure, better paid job 

to deliver mail?  But when he met his friend he thought he should 

at least try to be supportive & when his friend told him he 

thought it was the right  move , Campolo said ... well I’m not sure 

I understand but as long as you are the best postman you can be..  

No,  said his friend.... I’m a terrible postman! All the other mail 

employees finish their routes.... by 11 or 12 noon.... but I never 

get finished until mid afternoon at best....   Campolo really didn’t 

know what to say now....   but his friend continued..... You see 

Tony, I seem to get into conversations with people as I deliver 

their post....    they talk to me..... I listen... & sometimes... I get 

the opportunity to tell them about Jesus.... 

SLIDE 2 As you go....make disciples.Since Easter we have 

been thinking about journeying with Jesus, how He is present 

with those who trust Him, even when we don’t see Him as clearly 

as we would like..This morning as we come to look at another well 

known passage where the risen Jesus appears to His disciples... 

And He tells them to GO.... Yes this morning we focus on the 

truth that When Jesus calls us to journey with Him... He expects 

us to invite others along for the trip... This morning we hear 

Jesus’ great command to go & make disciples....Or as 1 bible 

translation puts verse it...                                                                    
19 So wherever you go, make disciples of all nations:  

Wherever you go....   Let’s hear those words...  I know that this 

passage has been used on countless occasions throughout the 

years to invite Christians to think about going overseas, to 

become missionaries somewhere around the world... And certainly 

we hear that in the words of Jesus.... He said MAKE DISCIPLES 

of all NATIONS, All the people groups... So Yes God still calls 

some people to go into faraway places... S America... Tajikistan... 

India... China... God still calls people to go...often offering their 

skills as teachers, healthcare...IT... And God also calls us to 

receive those He sends to us from many nations... Christians 

from other countries... people from other cultures, with 

different perspectives who can often teach us so much & stir our 

faith through their witness... Yes as someone who has himself 

received so much from serving abroad ... I would encourage 

anyone to consider serving Jesus overseas...  



But for this morning...  I would like us to focus not on the LONG 

HAUL FLIGHTS... SLIDE 3 but on those smaller journeys that 

many of us are already making & many more will make in the days 

ahead as restrictions ease.. Yes as we journey to the hairdresser 

do we remember to take Jesus with us..? As we go to school 

college or maybe work... Yes as we pick out our trolley at Asda, 

Tesco or the Spar..or from next week as we maybe consider 

going to a clothes shop....Do we know Jesus walking with us & do 

we sense ways that God might want us to share His goodness & 

the good news with others we might meet.... Or if we aren’t 

travelling physically at all yet...  do we cover the distance to 

others through prayer....through phone calls or ZOOM...                         

As we journey with Jesus....are we inviting others along ? 

I felt so uncomfortable.... I was a new probationary Methodist 

Minister not that long out of college but here I was invited to a 

civic gathering in Cork City as the representative of the Church... 

The room was filled with politicians, civic leaders & clergy who I 

didn’t know... but who ALL seemed to know each other... And as 

they chatted away to each other I really felt like a new child 

starting school.... looking up to the big boys & girls...  So I admit 

it, I quietly retreated to the corner.... with my coffee hoping 

that no one would notice....  If I’m honest I felt small, 

uninformed & out of my depth.... I was lost for words... 

Slide 4  I think that many of us experience feelings like those 

when we consider sharing our faith with others... We know it’s 

important for people to hear about Jesus...but we just feel... well 

we just feel like others are better prepared & more able to do 

it....      Colin, you don’t know me.... I’m very quiet....I haven’t been 

to Bible College...  I wouldn’t know what to say.... & to be honest 

at times I wonder about my own faith.... Well if you have ever 

said those kinds of things to yourself.... then maybe this morning 

if for you...  for us...... 

As we go back to our passage we see that as this group of 

disciples met Jesus on the mountainside in Galilee, where He had 

told them go  & SLIDE 5 .  17 When they saw him, they 

worshipped him; but some doubted.... Yes some doubted... aren’t 

the biblical accounts of Jesus resurrection all very honest?  This 

is no smooth account were everyone quickly accepted what had 

happened... No the biblical accounts are so honest, honest enough 

to paint tell us that even now some of the disciples doubted...  

Now I have read different explanations as to why some disciples 

worshipped while some doubted... some commentators argue that 

although we only hear directly of the 11 disciples here in verse 

16, that actually there were more present than that...So they 

argue the 11 well known disciples who had already seen Jesus 

worshipped Him...  but there were others there who hadn’t 

already seen the risen Jesus ...& they just couldn’t take it, they 

doubted... Maybe... Other commentators look at the way these 

verses are laid out & offer the explanation that Jesus appeared 

at first at a distance ...so the disciples only saw a figure & they 

were unsure if it was Him...just like last week on the shore of the 

lake. But then as verses 18 says  Jesus came to them , He drew 

near & they saw clearly it was Him... so they believed...  

Take your pick of explanations... but what is clear is that these 

people, who Jesus was commanding to GO & make disciples... they 

weren’t all perfect, fired up, fabulous evangelists.... at least not 

to begin with... They were real human beings like us, with worries 

& doubts & different personalities... there must have been the 

quieter ones & the extraverts...Those who were quick to act... & 



those who liked to think things through... Different people but 

Jesus told them all to go make disciples...the command went to 

each of them.. And it goes to each of us today...whether we 

consider ourselves weak or strong... confident...or not ..  

So how ever we feel this morning... it begins with us encountering 

& worshipping Jesus.... Certainly as I read these few verses I get 

the sense that while some of these disciples originally had 

doubts...that as Jesus drew near in vs 18 those doubts began to 

melt & they too were drawn into worship. SLIDE 6  & worship is 

often the spring from which we are called to go out & WITNESS   

Because we are not just trying to share a bunch of good 

teachings or religious ideas... we are seeking to share Jesus & His 

way of life.... As we really draw close to Jesus as we worship Him 

with our words songs & life... we have something to share..& if we 

feel we aren’t in that place this morning... then can I encourage 

you to take some time talk to God about it... and perhaps another 

Christian that you trust... Jesus wants us to BE SURE of our 

faith... that doesn’t mean that we will never experience any 

doubts but it does mean that generally we are becoming more 

aware of God’s wonderful grace & goodness in our lives...  We all 

experience doubts at times... but Jesus wants us to draw near 

Him...so that those doubts melt like morning mist in His presence. 

SLIDE 7 Charles Haddon Spurgeon the famous Baptist preacher 

told the story the story of how his grandfather, who was also a 

pastor had invited him to preach at his church. Everyone was 

looking forward to him coming for he was a well know preacher 

but sadly his train was delayed & he arrived very late... So late 

that his grandfather had not only had to start the service but 

also he had started preaching... Spurgeon goes on to say that 

when his grandfather saw him coming he looked down from the 

pulpit & said. “You have all come to hear my dear grandson, and 

therefore I will stop that you may hear him. He may preach the 

gospel better than I can, but he cannot preach a better 

gospel....”     

Those words obviously left an impression with the famous 

preacher for he went on to write..‘ brethren: others may break 

the bread to more people, but they cannot break better bread 

than the gospel which you teach, for that is bread from our 

Saviour’s own hand.   Get to work each one of you with your 

bread-breaking, for this is Christ’s way of feeding the multitude. 

SLIDE 8  Let each one who has himself eaten divide his morsel 

with another. Today fill someone’s ear with the good news of 

Jesus & His love.  Endeavour this day, each 1 of you who are 

Christian people, to communicate to 1 man, woman, or child, 

somewhat of the spiritual meat which has made your soul glad.   

This is my Master’s way.” 

 All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples...  Sometimes we can 

be hesitant to speak because we aren’t sure what to say... we 

think that others know more & we aren’t sure what way to put 

things..  NOW it can be helpful to have taken a course ...or to 

have just sat down & tried to put down in a few short sentences 

of how we might try & tell someone about Jesus.... But we don’t 

need to be great preachers or full time Christian workers to ‘fill 

someone’s ear with the good news of Jesus & His love’.   Because 

we are not going in our own strength or with our own authority... 

We are travelling with Jesus ...The King of Kings & He gives us 

His authority to share & speak...  about Him... imagine that Jesus 



trusts you & me to be his ambassadors... to be people who share 

Him with others... to be disciple makers... 

I will never forget my first week in India, a week’s orientation 

training in Mumbai...Some sessions sitting in a class room 

listening but also sessions when we were taken out in the city to 

buy some food somewhere or visit a particular place..At first our 

team leader bought the train tickets, showed us which carriages 

we could go on & generally showed us how things were done..                 

A few days later he came with us as we bought the tickets etc.. 

Then by the end of the week we each faced the challenge of 

travelling to a few points around the city by ourselves or in 2’s to 

buy certain items & make our way back to the training centre..  

We had been told how things were done... shown how things were 

done... helped to do it ourselves.... Therefore go & make 

disciples...teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you. I would guess that many of us struggle with the 

idea of us being people who .... make disciples... teaching people 

about Jesus...  We think we can’t do that...  

Well can I ask you this morning to just think for a few seconds 

about SOMEONE who has made an impact on your life for Christ. 

Now some of you might be thinking of a Minister... or a Sunday 

school teacher or a youth pastor...  but many of you are probably 

thinking of a parent...or grandparent...or a friend....  someone who 

might have spoken to you about how to live the Christian life...  

BUT even more importantly someone who lived that Christian life 

out in front of you & encouraged you to take your own steps in 

faith... Even as they prayed for you ...supported you...   Making 

disciples isn’t first of all about being able to teach a small bible 

study group or help on a Church program or course... Although 

those can be really brilliant... No, making disciples is often more 

about living our lives with Jesus so that others see Him... are 

attracted by His love... And we step out and share what Jesus 

means to us with them...   Disciples ship begins with setting an 

example...  SLIDE 9   Disciples make disciples.. 

So as restrictions begin to ease.... as we once more see our 

hairdressers or in the weeks ahead see those friends let’s 

remember that Jesus journeys with us... & let’s remember His 

command for us all.... to make disciples....                                               

We respond to God in prayer....               

PRAYERS – Lord Jesus we confess how hard we can find it to 

God with You.... sometimes we step out in our own strength, 

relying on this or that resource rather than on You... But often 

we fear to Go at all, leaving the job of making disciples to others. 

Forgive us we pray & help us find our place in your service... help 

us find courage, compassion & all we need in you to go...  

So we bring to God now some who daily step out to share Jesus in 

practical ways... we pray for one of our World Mission partners 

the Church land programme in S Africa. CLP helps the residents 

of informal settlements to use their collective voice and obtain 

their rights as citizens: such as obtaining basic utilities such as 

water & electricity for their homes... Let us pray for our world 
development partners Church Land Programme at this time.  
  

Prayer - God of Justice, wWe ask that your presence amongst 

shack dwellers will be evident and a comfort. Thank you for their 

resilience and sense of community. Thank you for the CLP staff; 

for their compassion as well as their expertise and experience. 

May the people find their voices to demand what is theirs. We 



pray for community leaders who rise up and carry others with 

them. Protect them as they challenge authorities. 

Colonialism, racism, corruption have all played their part in 

robbing people of their land. May CLP and local people change 

that and see justice done. Amen 
 

We also pray today for the people of India following the terrible 

new spread of Covid in that land & we pray particularly for 

enough oxygen to be available for those in serious need in 

hospitals... We also remember Debbie Rohydas and her family as 

they work with Emmanuel Ministries in Calcutta. 

 

We also remember those on our prayer chain...   We remember 

especially today Alma Abbs, Robert, Doreen, little Jude, Trevor 

Johnny , baby ELLIS , all others on our prayer chain... So we sum 

up our prayers using the prayer that Jesus gave us. 

Closing Hymn   HP774  

Lord, Thy Church on Earth is Seeking                                                           

Thy renewal from above; 

Teach us all the art of speaking                                                             

With the accent of Thy love. 

We would heed Thy great commission;                                                            

"Go ye into every place; 

Preach, baptize, fulfil my mission,                                                            

Serve with love and share My grace." 

  

2. Freedom give to those in bondage,                                                      

Lift the burdens caused by sin; 

Give new hope, new strength and courage,                                           

Grant release from fears within. 

Light for darkness, joy for sorrow;                                                      

Love for hatred, peace for strife. 

These and countless blessings follow                                                       

As the Spirit gives new life. 

  

3. In the streets of every city                                                             

Where the bruised and lonely dwell, 

We shall show the Saviour’s pity,                                                                       

We shall of His mercy tell. 

In all lands and with all races                                                            

We shall serve and seek to bring 

All the world to render praises,                                                    

Christ, to Thee, Redeemer, King. 

We share the grace together... 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all forevermore. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


