SUNDAY 2nd MAY 2021

Hymn Who is on the Lord’s side

Welcome & Announcements

Who is on the Lord’s side? Who will serve the King?
Who will be His helpers, other lives to bring?
Who will leave the world’s side? Who will face the foe?
Who is on the Lord’s side? Who for Him will go?
By Thy call of mercy, by Thy grace divine,
We are on the Lord’s side—Saviour, we are Thine!

Call to worship Psalm 22:26-28
Hymn HP722 who is on the Lords side
Prayer
Praise - Over all the earth & When I survey
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 56:3-7
Offering
New Testament Reading Acts 8:26-40
Sermon
Prayers
Communion
Closing Hymn Hp 437 Guide me O thou great Jehovah

CALL to worship Psalm 22:26-28
Those who seek Him will praise the LORD.
Let your heart live forever!
27

All the ends of the world shall remember and turn to the LORD,
And all the families of the nations shall worship before You.
28
For the kingdom is the LORD’s, and He rules over the nations.

Jesus, Thou hast bought us, not with gold or gem,
But with Thine own lifeblood, for Thy diadem;
With Thy blessing filling each who comes to Thee,
Thou hast made us willing, Thou hast made us free.
By Thy grand redemption, by Thy grace divine,
We are on the Lord’s side—Saviour, we are Thine!
Fierce may be the conflict, strong may be the foe,
But the King’s own army none can overthrow;
’Round His standard ranging, victory is secure,
For His truth unchanging makes the triumph sure.
Joyfully enlisting, by Thy grace divine,
We are on the Lord’s side—Saviour, we are Thine!
Chosen to be soldiers, in an alien land,
Chosen, called, and faithful, for our Captain’s band;
In the service royal, let us not grow cold,
Let us be right loyal, noble, true and bold.
Master, wilt Thou keep us, by Thy grace divine,
Always on the Lord’s side—Saviour, always Thine!
Prayer- Lord God we worship You this day for You are the God of
life giving, generous grace... We marvel again today, that You
Jesus came in perfect love to the world You had created & You

paid the highest price for us... That You bought us out of
slavery...not with gold or gem but with thine own lifeblood.
God of divine grace... God of bountiful mercy.... God of enduring
faithfulness... We still ourselves in Your wonderful presence this
morning as we acknowledge our deep debt & as we say once again
that we are and will always be.... on Your side.
Yet even as we yield ourselves again to You in worship... so we
also confess our need of fresh forgiveness.... And we invite You
to help us now confess those attitudes, actions or words that
have brought pain to Your heart... we confess our sins quietly.
So we hear the good news of the gospel as we hear some verses
from psalm 103 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow
to anger, abounding in love. 9 He will not always accuse, nor will he
harbor his anger forever; 10 he does not treat us as our sins
deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. 11 For as high as
the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those
who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from the west, so far has
he removed our transgressions from us. Psalm 103:8-12
Praise
Over all the earth You reign on high,
Every mountain stream every sunset sky
But my one request Lord my only aim
Is that You'd reign in me again
Lord reign in me, Reign in Your power
Over all my dreams, In my darkest hour
You are the Lord of all I am
So won't You reign in me again

Over every thought, Over every word
May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord
'Cause You mean more to me than any earthly thing
So won't You reign in me again Chorus
When I survey
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God:
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.
See from His head,His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down:
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
Were the whole realm of Nature mine,
That were an offering far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all!
Old Testament reading Isaiah 56:3-7
Let no foreigner who is bound to the Lord say,
“The Lord will surely exclude me from his people.”
And let no eunuch complain, “I am only a dry tree.”

4

For this is what the Lord says: “To the eunuchs who keep my
Sabbaths, who choose what pleases me and hold fast to my
covenant—5 to them I will give within my temple and its walls
a memorial and a name better than sons and daughters;
I will give them an everlasting name that will endure forever.
6
And foreigners who bind themselves to the Lord to minister to
him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants,
all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold
fast to my covenant—7 these I will bring to my holy mountain
and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings
and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be
called a house of prayer for all nations.”

Offering
NEW TESTAMENT READING Acts 8:26-40
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—
the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So
he started out, & on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an
important official in charge of all the treasury of the Candace
(which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to
Jerusalem to worship, 28 & on his way home was sitting in his
chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit
told Philip, “Go to that chariot & stay near it.”
30

Then Philip ran up to the chariot & heard the man reading
Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?”
Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it
to me?” So he invited Philip to come up & sit with him.

32

This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: “He
was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before its
shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33 In his
humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his
descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.”
34

The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet
talking about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with
that very passage of Scripture & told him the good news about
Jesus. 36 As they travelled along the road, they came to some
water & the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in
the way of my being baptized?” 38 And he gave orders to stop
the chariot. Then both Philip & the eunuch went down into the
water & Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, & the
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way
rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus & travelled
about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached
Caesarea.
SERMON I recently read a story about a couple of parents who
had to fill in a college application for their child. They were
obviously speaking glowingly about their son but one particular
question made them uneasy for it asked if they considered their
child to be a Leader or a Follower.... They so much wanted to put
down that he was a Leader...but they knew this wasn’t true so in
the end they said that they felt their son, although very much a
unique individual was really more of a follower...
They feared the worse...but they need not have worried for the
college acceptance letter came quickly through the post and it

was accompanied by a short note from the registrar saying ‘We
feel your son will fit in especially well and be really needed at our
college as apparently he will be the only follower in a class of 249
leaders!
This morning as we continue thinking around the topic of
journeying with Jesus, we step on from last week’s passage that
told us to ‘Go and make disciples’ as we see that we can only do
that as we are lead by God Himself... Led by His Spirit ...
following His lead... Yes its good to be a follower! SLIDE 1
Our New Testament passage points to a particular example of
that as ‘an angel of the Lord’ tells Philip to “Go south to the
road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.
Time has moved on a little from last weeks passage, the Holy
Spirit has come upon the disciples at Pentecost & the number of
believers has begun to grow. More than that God was gradually
moving these early Christians out beyond their comfort zones to
reach out to non Jews....
If we read through these early chapters of the book of ACTS we
find that Philip is one of the very first to step out & begin to
take the good news about Jesus to non Jewish people. Here in
chapter 8 we first find Philip travelling to Samaria to preach the
word to the Samaritan people & in verses 4-8 we hear of how God
was using Philip powerfully in that place... SLIDE 2 Crowds
listened intently to Philip because they were eager to hear his
message & see the miraculous signs he did. 7 Many evil spirits
were cast out.....& many who had been paralyzed or lame were
healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city..
Yes Philip

seemed to be right at the centre of something important.... then
an angel of the Lord tells him... go south on the desert road...
Now while some commentators may argue that we can’t be sure
that Philip was still in Samaria in the midst of this busy ministry
when he received this command... As we read Luke’s account we
can’t escape the transition from being somewhere exciting &
dramatic to being told to go to somewhere that sounds out of the
way .... We might excuse Philip for thinking this doesn’t make a
lot of sense.... maybe I’ve got it wrong... maybe I should just do
what seems best to me... But Philip doesn’t lean on his own
understanding.... He simply obeys God’s leading...
The book of Acts is full of instances when God speaks, prompts
leads people like Philip, Peter, Paul & others into particular
situations... Should we expect God to do the same with us...?
Now of course the book of ACTS takes place at the start of a
very exciting particular point in Church history... And it’s also
true that Peter, Paul, Philip & others were particular people with
specific gifts & callings. However when we look back towards the
day of Pentecost in Acts chapter 2 we discover the apostle
Peter quoting from the prophet Joel that SLIDE 3 ‘In the last
days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your
sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see
visions, and your old men will dream dreams. 18 In those days I
will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—men and women
alike—and they will prophesy. ‘ Acts 2:17-18 (Joel 2:28-29)
The last days...these days.... Should we expect God to prompt us
lead us guide us? Yes ... Firstly, fundamentally, through His
word... through scripture... which we all need to get to know

increasingly better... God’s Word is like the spirit-level by which
we can check everything else to see that it is good & right... But
if the bible is our solid foundation... there are also times when
God prompts leads directs in more specific situations... Like when
we JUST get a feeling that we should ring someone... Or a
sudden thought pops into our minds that someone might need
some help... or that we should pray for someone ... or indeed
that we need to speak to someone about Jesus... In our journeys
with Jesus we must follow His leading... and that may lead us
down roads that we didn’t think we would travel on....
Can I ask you to cast your minds back to those days when you
were able to go on holiday & arrive at your cottage or caravan or
hotel room ...And if you were fortunate you might walk in & find
that there is a special welcome pack left for you... SLIDE 4
Maybe just a loaf of bread, tea & milk in the fridge or perhaps
something more fancy... But you get that sense that things have
been prepared for you arriving... it felt good didn’t it? It may
have sounded like strange directions to travel down the roads
towards the desert... but Philip obeyed, he followed & when he
did he discovered that God had really gone on ahead of him to
prepare for his coming.. For their travelling down that very
road at that time was an important man ... an Ethiopian Eunuch,
who was like the chancellor of the exchequer for his land.....
Now once again God speaks directly Philip as SLIDE 5 ‘The
Spirit (tells) Philip, “Go to that chariot & stay near it.” And see
how Philip obeys this command... verse 30 Philip ‘ran up to the
chariot’ and so he got there in time to hear the Ethiopian
eunuch, who had just been up to Jerusalem, read from a passage
from the prophet Isaiah.... Isaiah chapter 53 where the prophet
speaks powerfully about the suffering servant .....

Think about what had gone into preparing for this moment...
this encounter. We don’t know all the specifics but obviously in
some way, possibly through the lifestyle of Jewish people he
knew... this man had become attracted to the One God.... he
travels up to Jerusalem to worship.... as a ‘God fearer’ someone
who was attracted to Judaism but who hadn’t become a Jew...
And he hadn’t become a Jew...couldn’t become a Jew because he
was a eunuch & the Deuteronomic law (Deut 23:1) excluded him
from becoming a part of the assembly... BUT still he managed to
get his hands on a scroll from the prophet Isaiah... maybe he
bought it particularly because this portion of Isaiah touched
him particularly... As we heard in our Old Testament reading in
Isaiah chapter 56 ... the prophet held out a hand of hope to
people like him.... SLIDE 6 To the eunuchs who keep my
Sabbaths, who choose what pleases me and hold fast to my
covenant—5 to them I will give within my temple and its walls a
memorial and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give
them an everlasting name that will endure forever.
God had prepared the way... this man was ready to hear the good
news about Jesus explained to him... He was eager to hear...
perhaps particularly because he had heard something in the very
scroll that he was reading that spoke clearly to him... In
Jerusalem he was kept at a distance, allowed only into the outer
courts of the temple... hungry for God but excluded... but here on
the desert road he was to find hope & acceptance in Christ...
As we continue to gradually transition out of lockdown...as we
seek to get back to NORMAL... what sort of normal do we
hope for? Do we simply want everything to be the way it was?
Are we just thinking about catching up with old friends... Nothing

wrong with that at all.... But what about those for whom getting
back to normal might mean just living for the buzz of the
weekends... A buzz that helps them get through the deadness of
the rest of life... Or what about those whom getting back to
normal only means that there are more shops open for them this
Sunday than last... I am not being judgemental here ....Among
these people might there not be some who, after the past year,
have questions about the meaning of life... about God... Might
there not be some who would secretly love someone to be
brave enough to talk to them about Jesus?
Of course most might not be as ready as the Ethiopian was to
hear about Jesus... Some won’t be ready to even discuss faith &
God & so we don’t force any conversation... Others will be at a
loose enquiring stage... while others may be more interested
perhaps prepared to come to something like an Alpha course.
People will be in different places & that is why listening for Gods
leading is so important... Helping us discern where people are at...
how best to care for them...
Going back to our Ethiopian, it is clear where he was at... He was
hungry, hungry to hear more about God... hungry to know
acceptance, love & forgiveness... So we are told that Philip
‘began with that very passage of Scripture (that the Etiopian had
been reading) & told him the good news about Jesus.’ Vs 35
Sometimes I like to remind myself of something so basic that I
can almost forget it at times... It’s simply this... What the
Ethiopian eunuch needed, what we all need, isn’t to hear more
about morals or ethics..or even Church & religion...No these
things aren’t our PRIMARY need... Slide 7 That is our need for a
saviour...our need of grace....our need of life transforming good

news...OUR need for Jesus.... Philip met this Ethiopian where he
was & pointed him towards the only One who could really satisfy
his longing..
As we have been thinking about journeying with Jesus over these
past weeks & trying to reflect on how that might look in the
changing days ahead... Let’s remember that we aren’t salespeople
for a product... Rather we must be people who testify about what
Jesus has done for us... We point people to Him... To Jesus who
doesn’t change... Jesus who died for them & for all, no matter
what their background, their race, their education, sexuality or
anything else.. Jesus who wants to meet them where they are &
lead them on a journey with Himself...
SLIDE 8 So Philip shares Jesus with this Ethiopian & we hear
that as ‘they came to some water ..the eunuch said, “Look, here is
water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” Well
some in Philips day might have responded to that question by
pointing to the Deuteronmic laws... that excluded eunuchs from
God’s assembly... they might also have struggled with him being a
gentile... But Philip let his actions speak for themselves, he
baptised him... because Philip was convinced that God had not
only led him to this Ethiopian but also that God had opened up
the man’s heart to truly believe in Jesus... God was opening up
the gospel to new people... to all people....
Our passage finishes with the Ethiopian heading home rejoicing
while Philip is whisked away by the Spirit to preach in new
places... The scriptures tell us no more about the Ethiopian but
Church tradition, St. Irenaeus of Lyons (Adversus haereses 180 AD),
wrote regarding the Ethiopian eunuch, "This man (Simeon Bachos

the Eunuch)

was also sent into the regions of Ethiopia, to preach
what he had himself believed.... " Yes Irenaeus says that the
Ethiopian, like Philip, also had good news to tell to others...
Talking to others about our faith, about Jesus is a daunting
challenge for most of us... particularly today in our western
society where the accepted idea is that people should keep their
own personal religious beliefs to themselves... As Christians we
must understand our society & our times... we must always love &
respect everyone else .... no matter who they are... But as
followers of Jesus we aren’t given the option of just being a
‘private’ Christian... rather our master tells us to GO make
disciples’ but we can only do that as we ourselves FOLLOW Jesus
.... obey his leading... It’s not bad to be a follower as long as we
are following the right person...!
Prayer- Lord forgive us & help us to be obedient to Your
promptings to serve You & share You love & good news with
others. Amen

Prayers- In the power of the resurrection we offer our
prayers to God. We pray. Remember, O Lord, in your love the
Church throughout the world, especially those new in the faith...
those who are persecuted for their faith & those ministering to
others
May your whole Church know your power and be a sign that Christ
is risen. Lord of Life, hear us in Your love.
Remember, in Your love the world You have made... those who
seek a fair and proper use of the world’s resources... we pray
especially that poorer nations would have access to Covid

vaccines & health care & in particular we bring the people of
India to God praying that life saving equipment & oxygen might
reach those who are most in need... We pray too for the United
Methodist Church Poland, which is linked with MCI’s North
Western District. Poland has been badly hit by the virus, with
the number of positive cases increasing again in March. In the
past 12 twelve months, the Polish church has been similar to us
here in Ireland; worshipping online and connecting by phone and
messages throughout lockdowns.
Let us pray for our world church partners in Poland at this
time. Prayer God of Love,
We turn to you in prayer for your world, knowing that you hear
us. Today we think of our brothers and sisters in Poland. Thank
you, Lord, for the growing relationship between the Polish Church
and our NW District. May this relationship develop & be a
blessing for all involved.
In this challenging year, thank you for the response of the
church in Poland as they have continued to reach out & connect
with communities during lockdowns and restrictions. We ask that
you continue to give wisdom to their church leaders as they
guide, support and minister in these days.
We pray for those in Poland who are ill with the virus and those
bereaved by it; God, be their comfort.
God help us to be faithful in our prayers for others. In your
name we pray, Amen.
So May the whole earth be transformed by mercy and rejoice in
hope. Lord of Life, hear us in Your love.

Remember in Your love those who suffer... we remember the
victims of violence & injustice.... we remember those who are
sick, bringing to mind those we know personally... & those on our
prayer chain.. including little Zion... Adrianna ...Adam
Daniel...Timothy & Cole ....We pray also for Alma, Doreen,
Joanna & Lisa.... And we remember too those in our own
Church family who would love to be with us this morning... For all
those who are facing illness or other struggles we pray...
mindful too of those who have lost loved ones in the past year....

Let us pray ... The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Lord Jesus we ask You to bring healing and hope, Comfort and
strength to those who need it most this day... And we ask that
You would help us be people who share love, comfort and hope
with others. Lord of Life, hear us in Your love.

Blessing and honour, glory and power, are rightly yours, allgracious God.

And we share the Lord’s Prayer
Now we stand & share the peace together. THE PEACE
The risen Christ came and stood among His disciples and said:
‘Peace be with you’. Then they were glad when they saw the Lord.
Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ be always with you.
And also with you. Alleluia!
THE LORDS SUPPER
We now come to our time of communion when we will be sharing
using our individual ‘miracle meal’ cups...
(Bread & wine uncovered)
Here is bread, God’s good gift.
It will become for us the bread of life.
Here is wine, God’s good gift.
It will become for us the cup of salvation.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessing and honour, glory and power, are rightly yours, allgracious God. By your creative word you brought the world to
birth; in your generous love you made the human family, that we
might see your glory and live forever in your presence.

When we wandered from you in our sin you sought us with your
steadfast love and did not give us up. In the fullness of time you
sent your Son to be our Saviour and Deliverer. Made of flesh and
blood, he lived our life and died our death upon the cross. Death
could not hold him and now he reigns at your right hand.
Blessing and honour, glory and power, are rightly yours, allgracious God.
Therefore with angels and archangels and all the company of
heaven we bless and praise your glorious name, saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed indeed is the Lord Jesus Christ who, at supper with his
friends, took bread and gave you thanks, broke it, gave it to
them and said: ‘Take this, all of you, and eat it. This is my body
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ When supper was

ended, he took the cup and gave you thanks, gave it to them, and
said: ‘Drink from it all of you. This is my blood of the new
covenant, poured out for you and for everyone, for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.’
Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life.
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Therefore, Father, we celebrate this Passover of gladness; for
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
Accept, through him, our great high priest, this, our sacrifice of
praise. Send your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread and wine
may be for us the body and the blood of Christ. Gather us, who
share this feast, into the kingdom of your glory that with all your
people in every time and place we may praise and worship you
forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
by whom and with whom in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
honour & glory are yours, heavenly Father, now & always.

CLOSING HYMN GUIDE me O thou GREAT JEHOVAH
Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
Feed me now and evermore;
Feed me now and evermore.
Open thou the crystal fountain,
Whence the healing stream shall flow;
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through:
Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield;
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield.

The body of Christ keep us in eternal life...

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death and hell's destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises,
I will ever give to Thee;
I will ever give to Thee.

The blood of Christ keep us in eternal life...

We share the grace together...

Prayer after Communion Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ
is the way, the truth and the life: grant us grace to walk in his
way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life; who liveth
and reigneth, now and for ever. Amen

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all forevermore. Amen.

Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

