
SUNDAY 9th MAY 2021  Regent Street 

Welcome & Announcements 

Hymns & Psalms 653 "God is here as we His people".                
(tune: Blaenwern) 

Prayer 

Praise Group- (Ian) 

Children’s thought (Laura) 

Hymns & Psalms 230. "There's a widness in God's mercy" 

Offering  

New Testament Reading - John 15:9-17 (Jennifer) 

Sermon 

Prayers  

Hymns & Psalms 691 "Come let us sing of a wonderful love" 

Benediction 

Hymn- Hp653 God is here as we His people 

God is here! As we his people 
Meet to offer praise and prayer, 
May we find in fuller measure 
What it is in Christ we share: 

Here, as in the world around us, 
All our varied skills and arts 
Wait the coming of His Spirit 
Into open minds and hearts. 

Here are symbols to remind us 
Of our lifelong need of grace; 
Here are table, font and pulpit, 
Here the cross has central place. 
Here in honesty of preaching, 
Here in silence, as in speech, 
Here in newness and renewal 
God the Spirit comes to each. 

Here our children find a welcome 
In the Shepherd's flock and fold; 
Here as bread and wine are taken, 
Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servant 
Seek in worship to explore 
What it means in daily living 
To believe and to adore. 

Lord of all, of Church and Kingdom, 
in an age of change and doubt, 
Keep us faithful to the gospel, 
Help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day's dedication, 
All we have to give, receive; 
We who cannot live without you, 
We adore you! We believe! 

Prayer 



Praise 10,000 Reasons 

Bless the Lord oh my soul, Oh my soul 
Worship His Holy name 
Sing like never before, Oh my soul 
I'll worship Your Holy name 

The sun comes up, It's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing, when the evening comes 

Bless the Lord oh my soul, Oh my soul 
Worship His Holy name 
Sing like never before, Oh my soul 
I'll worship Your Holy name 

You're rich in love And You're slow to anger 
Your name is great And Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons, For my heart to find 

Bless the Lord oh my soul, Oh my soul 
Worship His Holy name 
Sing like never before, Oh my soul 
I'll worship Your Holy name 

And on that day, When my strength is failing 
The end draws near, And my time has come 
Still my soul will, Sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years, And then forevermore 
Forevermore 

Bless the Lord oh my soul, Oh my soul 
Worship His Holy name 
Sing like never before, Oh my soul 
I'll worship Your Holy name    X2 

Yes I'll worship Your Holy name 
I'll worship Your Holy name                                                                       
Sing like never before, Oh my soul 
I'll worship Your Holy name 
Jesus I will worship Your Holy name 
Worship Your Holy name 

Faithful One 

Faithful One, so unchanging 
Ageless One, You're my rock of peace 
Lord of all, I depend on You 
I call out to You, again and again   
I call out to You, again and again 

You are my rock in times of trouble 
You lift me up when I fall down 
All through the storm 
Your love is, the anchor 
My hope is in You alone 

Songwriters: Brian Doerksen 

Childrens Talk 

‘LOVE OTHERS AS I HAVE LOVED YOU’  

As we know I love quizzes! So I have a little quiz for us this 
morning. Can you name the famous faces from Northern Ireland.   



1. Adrian Dunbar 
2. Darren Clarke 
3. Gary Lightbody  
4. George Best 
5. Amy Carmichael  

This morning I would like to share Amy’s story with you, a girl, 
born not far from here, in Millisle, who went on to demonstrate 
how God led her to 
‘Love others as God loved her’. 

Amy was born in 1867 into a family of 7. Her father and mother 
were Presbyterians and brought their children to church from a 
young age.   

When she was 20 years old. She heard the missionary, Hudson 
Taylor, speak about his life overseas spreading the good news of 
the Gospel.  

Amy immediately knew what she wanted to do with her life- 
become a missionary.  

She wasn’t the most ideal candidate for the mission field, as she 
was young and suffered ill health, but her determination won 
through.  

Amy firstly travelled to Japan to work and then felt called to 
India to work among the young women in the south of the 
country.  
She began a Fellowship as a safe place for children and young 
women. To fit in, Amy decided to wear Indian clothes and it took 

her time to get use to all the Indian names of the children - very 
different to what she was used to in Northern Ireland. 
The Fellowship still exists today and has helped thousands of 
children over the years.  

Amy is a great example of what someone can do if they love God 
and follow his commands to love others.  

I love that Amy lived not far from here. She went to church not 
far from here and was educated in Belfast. She was one of us!  

You may think what does this mean for me?  

Well, we can decide, like Amy, to love God and serve him with our 
lives. That doesn’t necessarily mean we have to go to a foreign 
country and set up a fellowship to help others.  
What it does mean we can look out for others and show them how 
much God loves them wherever we are now! 

I’m sure you have given clothes that don’t fit you anymore to a 
charity shop - we have many in Ards.  
Maybe when you’ve been in ASDA or Tesco, your mum or dad has 
bought some extra items for the Food bank.  
You could knit some blankets for those who are homeless or 
volunteer to help with a charity or organisation.  

Amy had to put herself out of her comfort zone. As a young 
Victorian woman, she was expected to stay at home and get 
married and have children. But instead she moved half way across 
the world to a land she had never known and establish a mission 
to spread the love and care of God.  



We are called to push ourselves out of our comfort zones and 
serve God in whatever place he puts us.  

My prayer is that we love God, listen to His call and show that 
love to everyone we meet. 

Hymn – there is a wideness in god’s mercy 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
like the wideness of the sea. 
There’s a kindness in God’s justice, 
which is more than liberty. 

There is plentiful redemption 
In the blood that has been shed; 
There is joy for all the members 
In the sorrows of a Head. 

There is grace enough for thousands 
Of new worlds as great as this; 
There is room for fresh creations 
In that upper home of bliss. 

For the love of God is broader 
Than the measures of our man’s mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 

But we make His love too narrow 
By false limits of our own, 
And we magnify its strictness 
With a zeal He will not own. 

If our love were but more simple, 
We should take Him at His word;  
And our lives would be illumined 
By the presence of our Lord. 

Offering  

New Testament Reading - John 15:9-17 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in 
my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his 
love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that 
your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each 
other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you 
do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have 
called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father 
I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose 
you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit 
that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

SERMON 

Text: St. John 15:9. “Abide in my love” 

The Greek of this text ‘ Now remain in my love’ vs 9 can read 
“Abide in the love that is mine” 

This indicates the character of the love in which we called to 
abide. In its source it is both divine and infinite. Its typical 



expression is the Cross. It was self-gift, self-sacrifice to 
the end. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit puts love into our hearts where 
there was none before.  

The grace of the Holy Spirit enables us if we wish, to return 
to that love. Cf Maxamillion Kolbe -TAKE ME . 

Maxamillion was a Franciscan priest who was in a prisoner of war 
camp who took the place of a prisoner who was to be executed. 

The love of Chris demands everything and must cost us 
everything. 

Cf Dietrich Bonhoeffer “When God calls A MAN – He bids 
him come and die. 

Some will go a long way with this love but will go no further. 

That distinct Christian word for Love Agape is more a doing 
word and a feeling word. A good example is Matt 25:31-46. 

The Agape person has little or nothing to gain by helping such 
people in these verses. Therefore the thrust of agape love is 
Giving not getting.  

Prayers  

Hymns & Psalms 691 "Come let us sing of a wonderful love" 

Come let us sing of a wonderful love, 
tender and true; 
out of the heart of the Father above, 

streaming to me and to you: 
wonderful love 
dwells in the heart of the Father above. 

Jesus, the Saviour, this gospel to tell, 
joyfully came; 
came with the helpless and hopeless to dwell, 
sharing their sorrow and shame; 
seeking the lost, 
saving, redeeming at measureless cost. 

Jesus is seeking the wanderers yet; 
why do they roam? 
Love only waits to forgive and forget; 
Home! weary wanderer, home! 
Wonderful love 
dwells in the heart of the Father above. 

Come to my heart, O thou wonderful love, 
Come and abide, 
Lifting my life till it rises above 
Envy and falsehood and pride: 
Seeking to be 
Lowly and humble, a learner of thee. 

Benediction


