
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK SERVICE 16th MAY 21 

Welcome & Announcements  

Call to Worship Psalm 96:11-13                                   

HYMN   H&P 331 All things praise thee Lord most High    

Prayer                                                            

Praise – Goodness of God & The splendour of the king.                 

Rose’s story                                                                

Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:24-31                             

Video- Florence                                                       

Offering                                                                         

New Testament Reading Acts 1:1-11                                 

Sermon                                                          

Christian Aid prayer                                                                

Prayers                                                                             

Hymn HP 705 Take my life and let it be 

Call to worship  Psalm 96:11-13                                   

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;                           

let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  

let the field exult, and everything in it. Then shall all the trees 

of the forest sing for joy before the Lord; for he is coming, 

for he is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world 

with righteousness, & the peoples with his truth.  

HYMN HP 331 All things praise thee, Lord most high. 

All things praise thee, Lord most high, 

Heaven and earth, and sea and sky; 

All were for thy glory made, 

That thy greatness thus displayed 

Should all worship bring to thee: 

All things praise thee, Lord, may we 

All things praise thee: night to night 

Sings in silent hymns of light; 

All things praise thee: day to day 

Chants thy power in burning ray; 

Time and space are praising thee; 

All things praise thee: Lord, may we. 

All things praise thee; round her zones 

Earth, with her ten thousand tones, 

Rolls a ceaseless choral strain; 

Roaring wind and deep-voiced main, 

Rustling leaf and humming bee, 

All things praise thee: Lord, may we. 

All things praise thee, high and low, 

Rain and dew, and seven-hued bow, 

Crimson sunset, fleecy cloud, 

Rippling stream, and tempest loud, 

Summer, winter, - all to thee 

Glory render: Lord, may we. 

All things praise thee: gracious Lord, 

Great Creator, powerful Word, 

Omnipresent Spirit, now 

At thy feet we humbly bow, 

Lift our hearts in praise to thee; 

All things praise thee: Lord, may we. 



Prayer of Approach All things praise thee, Lord most high, 

Heaven and earth, and sea and sky; All were for thy glory made, 

That thy greatness thus displayed Should all worship bring to 

thee: All things praise thee, Lord, so do we... 

Creator God... Lord who gave life to our universe, our world, to 

us.... we sing of Your greatness again this morning... we marvel at 

the wonders You have made.... and we thank you for each sight of 

the ocean... each opportunity to wander through a wood... each 

and every flower that brightens up our day, Lord You have made 

all things good....    We praise you too Lord for your constant 

provision of food for our tables, homes that are safe and warm.... 

for health care that is there for us in emergencies...      Lord 

thank you for Your goodness to us... 

But as we once more remember Your greatness and Your 

goodness so too Lord we also remember and confess our own 

falleness .... that we have often enjoyed your creation but been 

concentrated on ourselves... that we have at times been greedy 

and used resources unwisely...   Lord we confess our sins to You 

asking for mercy through Jesus Christ Your Son our Saviour...   

So we hear the good news that  

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 

life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but to save the world through him. John 3:16-17 

Praise The Goodness of God                                  
I love You, Lord, For Your mercy never failed me 

All my days, I've been held in Your hands 

From the moment that I wake up, Until I lay my head 

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God 

[Chorus]    And all my life You have been faithful 

And all my life You have been so, so good 

With every breath that I am able 

Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God 

I love Your voice, You have led me through the fire 

And in darkest night You are close like no other 

I've known You as a Father, I've known You as a Friend 

And I have lived in the goodness of God, yeah!   (chorus) 

Bridge]  'Cause Your goodness is running after, it's running after me 

Your goodness is running after, it's running after me 

With my life laid down, I'm surrendered now,  I give You everything 

'Cause Your goodness is running after, it's running after me, oh-ohh 

'Cause Your goodness is running after, it's running after me 

Your goodness is running after, it's running after me 

With my life laid down, I'm surrendered now, I give You everything 

'Cause Your goodness is running after, it keeps running after me  

Chorus X2 

The Splendour of the King                              
The splendour of the king, Clothed in majesty 

Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice 

He wraps Himself in light, And darkness tries to hide 

And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice 

Chorus - How great is our God, 

sing with me: how great is our God. 

And all will see how great, how great is our God. 



And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands; 

beginning and the end, beginning and the end. 

The Godhead, Three in One, Father, Spirit, Son, 

the Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb, 

How great is our God… 

Name above all names, worthy of all praise; 

my heart will sing: how great is our God. 

How great is our God… 

Rose’s story-  The focus of this year’s Christian Aid week is 

the subject of climate justice. We know that our world faces 

many challenges, the Covid pandemic, war & deep economic 

challenges. These urgent issues can draw our attention away 

from the stark truth that for many in the poorest people in the 

world the biggest challenge is just to survive as climate changes 

bring increasing drought and famine... 

Rose lives in Kenya & she is caught in a cycle of climate chaos. 

From severe drought to flooding, extreme weather robs her of 

what she needs to survive.... a reliable source of water.  When 

rose was young there was plenty of rain that fell at the right 

times & that enabled them to grow food. However now Roses’ 

community lives with drought and hunger for months at a time. 

Then when the rains do come they can often come so heavy that 

they lead to flooding & crops are destroyed. 

There is an earth dam just minutes away from Rose’s home which 

collects rainwater ...it should be a lifeline for the community but 

it now runs out of water leaving Rose to walk long exhausting 

journeys to get the water she needs for herself & her 

grandchildren which she looks after. 

The Covid pandemic has only made things worse as more water is 

required for handwashing and cleaning...   

Rose & here community need a reliable source of water .... our 

prayers and giving can help them – from building better dams to 

buying more drought tolerant crops ...   This is Rose’s story. 

Old Testament Reading  Genesis 1:24-31  

24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according 

to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the 

ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it 

was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the 

livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that 

move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that 

it was good. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 

likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the 

birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and 

over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 

27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of 

God he created them; male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase 

in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the 



sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that 

moves on the ground.” 

29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the 

face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed 

in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the 

earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move 

along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I 

give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 

31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there 

was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. 

Video- Florence 

Offering 

New Testament Reading  Acts 1:1-11 In my former 

book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do & to 

teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving 

instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 

chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them & 

gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to 

them over a period of 40 days & spoke about the kingdom of 

God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave 

them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the 

gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 

about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will 

be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

6 Then they gathered around him & asked him, “Lord, are you at 

this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to 

them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 

has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit comes on you; & you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, & in all Judea & Samaria, & to the ends of the earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and 

a cloud hid him from their sight.  10 They were looking intently up 

into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 

white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do 

you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has 

been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way 

you have seen him go into heaven.” 

Sermon    While I may not overly enjoy heights now....as a boy 

I used to dream of being able to fly like Superman in one of the 

comics that I used to read... maybe as children we all had some 

sort of fantastic dreams... But I wonder if there isn’t a part of 

us as adults that continue to long for flight... to be able to fly 

away from this world, our problems ... to escape... 

Slide 1  Last Thursday marked Ascension day in the Church’s 

calendar... the day when we as Christians remember Jesus saying 

his earthly goodbyes to his disciples & leaving them to leaving 

them his final instructions before He left them to ascend into 

heaven to sit down as the bible tells us Slide 2  at the right hand 

of the throne of God. Col 3:1 Heb12:2b.   Yes in the ascension we 

see Jesus returning to His Father to sit down exalted in the 

highest place... at the right hand of God the Father.  



This picture of Jesus sitting down at God’s right hand speaks of 

the fulfilment of His work....that He has completed the saving 

purpose that God had sent Him to earth for..The ascension tells 

us that Jesus has done all He needed to do for us, salvation has 

been totally paid for... there is nothing more anyone can do to 

add to it. That is the good news of the Christian gospel this 

morning for everyone... we don’t need to strive to be good enough 

to earn God’s acceptance because Jesus has paid our debt & even 

now, as we hear in Romans 8:34, He is in that exalted position at 

God right hand speaking up for us... Slide 3 All we need to do is 

Turn to Him... Trust Him... Jesus’ ascension wasn’t Him escaping 

earth, it was Him completing His important part of God’s saving 

plan...and then moving us on to the next stage, the next 

important chapter. A chapter where God would send His Holy 

Spirit to empower all those who trusted in Jesus  that God’s 

Kingdom would continue to advance in our world... For God’s plan 

isn’t to give up on this world & just whisk His people away to 

heaven, rather God is building His Kingdom here on earth. 

And thats where I believe Jesus’ Ascension meets with our 

special focus this Sunday... the work of Christian Aid... for let me 

bring you back to our passage from Acts this morning and to 

verse 3  Slide 4 were we hear of how Jesus spent the 40 days 

between his resurrection providing ‘convincing proofs’ that He 

was indeed risen from the dead but also speaking about the 

kingdom of God. Yes Jesus was explaining all that He had already 

done to bring salvation to the world... But He was also preparing 

His followers to continue in that work.... By being His witnesses 

to the end of the earth... As they shared the news of what Jesus 

had done for all people with others & as they SHOWED that 

news through loving each other... their enemies... and the world. 

So Jesus had left His followers work to do... & this is underlined 

by the gentle REBUKE that the disciples got when Jesus left 

them on Ascension day... For we hear that as Jesus was taken up 

to the sky & hidden by clouds the disciples..   were looking 

intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 2 men 

dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they 

said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same 

Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 

back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  

Why are you just standing here looking up into the sky...?  Jesus 

will return some day.... BUT until then it’s your job to share the 

good news to show people what God’s kingdom looks like....  caring 

for people practically... helping the poor.... being good stewards 

of this world.... that is what Christian Aid is seeking to do as an 

organisation in so many ways ....and particularly this week in 

raising the issue of Climate Justice. 

We have heard the personal stories of Rose & Florence.. Slide 5.. 

the story of these 2 women give us a very small glimpse of how 

climate change is effecting some of the poorest people on our 

planet...there are many more stories on the Christian Aid website 

or in the Christian Aid magazine... & there are still a small 

number of copies available if you would like to pick one up. What 



these stories confirm to us is that Climate change affects 

everyone on earth ...But it affects the poor the most....as they 

have little resources to fall back on they feel the full brunt of a 

drought... or the full weight of rains that can come in a torrent 

washing away their crops...     

As we heard in our first reading from the book of Genesis, this 

was not the way God created our world originally.... In the 

beginning God saw all that he had made, and it was very good 

Gen 1:31  .... Humanity was given every seed-bearing plant on 

the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit 

with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the 

beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the 

creatures that move along the ground 

All was given to us... we were to enjoy BUT also to be good 

stewards of God’s creation, caring for the animals... caring for 

our world....  But sadly human beings, especially those in richer 

countries, have exploited & used up so much of the earth’s 

resources through our greed for more.  

Climate justice is firstly about accepting that we are all in some 

way, responsible for our planet & where we have gotten to.. It’s 

about remembering that we as Christians have been called to be 

witnesses to Christ’s kingdom...and that means not only speaking 

about Him but also living in a way that considers others and our 

planet.... As Christians, one way that we can be witnesses to 

Christ is to resist the pressure in our society to only be happy 

with more & more...  We are told that we & others will only be 

happy as we all GET MORE...so we must never stop growing our 

economies...     But as Katalina Tahaafe- Williams , a theologian 

from the Pacific isles writes... Slide 6   ‘Only the willingly 

ignorant continue to deny the link between our consumerist 

lifestyles, climate change, & suffering in the developing world. 

Promoting economic growth as the answer to all our problems, & 

in particular global poverty, is irresponsible. We need to 

recognise that our current growth-oriented system is driven by 

powerful economic interests set on making profits, however 

short term..... & it is just plain wrong to ignore the suffering of 

the poorest & most vulnerable populations in the world especially 

when they are the least contributors to climate change.’ 

Of course for many, if not most of us, we can feel overwhelmed 

by the size and extent of these issues... What can I do, how 

could I make any difference...?   What part might I have in 

seeing God’s Kingdom come His will be done on earth...    

Well I was reminded of the parable of the mustard seed as I was 

preparing for this morning.... we find it in Slide 7  Mark 4:30-32 
 where Jesus says...  “What shall we say the kingdom of God is 

like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like a 

mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32 Yet 

when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden 

plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its 

shade.” 



Yes often small things can end up making a big difference... And 

God’s kingdom isn’t about massive demonstrations of power... but 

more of simple daily choices in how we live....  choosing Fair trade 

goods when possible...    Thinking about where goods are from & 

how those who produce them are treated.... maybe cutting back 

on spending ... & increasing in giving.... 

We can also of course RAISE our voices on behalf of the poor & 

speaking out on behalf of climate justice... You can add your voice 

to those for climate justice by signing the Christian Aid petition 

on the website    Slide 8                                           

christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/climate-justice-2021   

(or using one of these postcards here at Church) 

And we can get more informed on issues & commit ourselves to 

praying for people and situations....  

In these ways as we seek to live more simply...   practically give 

to those in the greatest of need...and pray for change in 

governments business practices & in all our attitudes...  the 

mustard seed grows....   becoming a plant that can offer shelter 

& care for all who come under its branches.... 

This morning we have thought about how Jesus completed His 

precious work of salvation.... How He offers it all.... And we have 

been reminded that as followers of the Saviour we aren’t meant 

to simply stand around & stare into the sky waiting for His 

return...     There is work to be done.... there is good news to 

share...  There is a world to care for... and a kingdom that we can 

play our part in expanding.... 

We finish with some words from our friends in Kenya ‘ Asante 

Sana’  or thank you very much in Kiswahli    

Prayer God of the Sabbath, forgive us for ignoring the rhythms 

of nature for overextending the earth and each other , Instil in 

us sustainable ways of resting and enjoying the goodness of 

creation, and protecting the earth with all our brothers and 

sisters. Amen 

We continue in prayer as we pray for Peace in Israel & 

Palestine... we pray for an end to hostilities & the protection of 

life on both sides. We pray for restraint from those who have 

weapons & those who make decisions that impact many others 

Lord we pray for reconciliation, justice & peace in this land 

where Your precious Son walked.... 

We pray too for the land of India & its neighbours as they 

continue to struggle so much with a 2nd wave of Covid 19...  Lord 

show Your mercy to these people...may medical aid & oxygen 

become more available... may resources reach the places of 

greatest need. May Dr’s, nurses, relative, volunteers & all who 

are trying to help those who are desperately ill receive strength 

& encouragement to go on.... May lives be saved we pray. 

We also pray for our Methodist world Church partner in Togo 

this morning ...God of Order, We ask that you use your church 



to bring harmony and calm to the people in Togo in their families, 

workplaces and communities. May the Methodist President, Rev. 

Godson Lawson, lead wisely & with vision. We pray for the 

church’s plan to evangelise into non-Christian areas, especially in 

the north. Give evangelists opportunities & courage but also 

sensitivity when sharing the gospel. May the envisioned church 

radio station come into being & be sustainable. May the church 

be able to speak & act in such a way as to shape society: Where 

there are unwanted pregnancies, malnutrition, gender-based 

violence & a need for proper care for those with psychological 

disabilities.  May Methodist Church Togo be a prophetic voice & 

witness and may they challenge us to be the same.  Amen 

We pray now for some of those on our prayer chain 

We pray for Adrianna, Ellis, Zion & Jude.   

We also pray for, Lisa, Alma Abbs, Trevor, Robert, Shankar 

& Doreen as she starts her treatment.  

Also for those in our Church family who are ill, or in need of prayer... 

Jean Woods, Jim, Audrey & Bernie, Anna, Maggie Bowles,  

Alison, Irene, Brian & Dorothy, Gerry & Jean & Peggy.                                               

Closing Hymn HP 705 

Take my life, and let it be                                                                

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;                                                               

Take my moments and my days,                                                                

Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 

2 Take my hands, and let them move                                                           

At the impulse of Thy love;                                                                  

Take my feet and let them be                                                              

Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

3 Take my voice, and let me sing                                                     

Always, only, for my King;                                                                  

Take my lips, and let them be                                                                    

Filled with messages from Thee. 

4  Take my silver and my gold;                                                              

Not a mite would I withhold;                                                                     

Take my intellect, and use                                                                   

Every power as Thou shalt choose. 

5 Take my will, and make it Thine;                                                            

It shall be no longer mine.                                                                 

Take my heart; it is Thine own;                                                                 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour                                                        

At Thy feet its treasure-store.                                                                

Take myself, and I will be                                                                     

Ever, only, all for Thee.. 

We share the grace together... 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


