
SUNDAY 23rd MAY Pentecost Sunday 

Welcome & Announcements                                                    
Call to Worship Psalm 104:27-34                                       
Opening Hymn HP 267 Love Divine                                       
Prayer                                                                                          
Praise - Amazing Grace, Light of the World.                         
Video ‘Pentecost’                                                              
Children’s thought                                                                
Offering                                                                                        
New Testament Reading 2 Timothy 1:3-10                            
Sermon                                                                                        
Hymn HP 280 Breath on me breath of God                             
Prayers                                                                                         
Closing hymn HP 780 Revive thy work O Lord 

Call to worship  All creatures look to you... When you send 

your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the 

ground.     31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 

may the LORD rejoice in his works 

32 He who looks at the earth, and it trembles, 

    who touches the mountains, and they smoke.                                           

I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God 

as long as I live. 
34 May my meditation be pleasing to him, as I rejoice in the Lord. 

Praise the Lord, my soul. Praise the Lord. 

Hymn Love divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of Heav’n to earth come down; 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling; 

All thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

Pure unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 

Enter every trembling heart. 

Come, Almighty to deliver, 

Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 

Never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 

Glory in Thy perfect love. 

Finish, then, Thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation, 

Perfectly restored in Thee; 

Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in Heav’n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

Opening Prayer: God of wind & fire, Lord who gives life we are 

amazed at Your tremendous love for us... You are the King of 

Love, a love that is so pure & unbounded & yet You delight in 



dwelling within us through God the Holy Spirit...So we ask that 

You would fill us afresh with Your Spirit this morning & help us to 

proclaim the wondrous things that you have done & continue to do 

in our lives. Give us strength & courage to share the Good News 

of your love & your presence.  For we know & confess that like 

Your disciples following the crucifixion, we would often rather 

hide & mutter & weep, than proclaim the power of your love. The 

world is a difficult place. We fear so much. We want people to 

like us, & we don’t want to offend so we can hold back on sharing 

our faith. But your love & presence are not offensive. They are 

empowering & healing. Bring your holy fire upon us this day to 

ignite a spark of joy in our hearts & our voices. Bring the power 

of your rushing wind through our spirits that we may be turned in 

new directions for service & witness. In Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 

Praise   Amazing Grace                                                     

[1] Amazing grace How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now I'm found, Was blind, but now I see. 

[2] 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear, The hour I first believed. 

CHORUS My chains are gone, I've been set free 

My God, my Saviour has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 

Unending love, amazing grace 

[3] The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures, He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures      CHORUS 

[4] The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 

The sun forbear to shine 

But God, Who called me here below, 

Will be forever mine. Will be forever mine. You are forever mine. 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD                                          

[1] Light of the World, You stepped down into darkness 

Open my eyes, let me see 

Beauty that made, This heart adore You 

Hope of a life, spent with You 

CHORUS  Here I am to worship, Here I am to bow down 

Here I am to say that You're my God 

You're altogether lovely, Altogether worthy 

Altogether wonderful to me 

[2] King of all days, Oh, so highly exalted 

Glorious in Heaven above. Humbly You came, To the earth You 

created  All for love's sake became poor   CHORUS                                    

I'll never know how much it cost, To see my sin upon that cross 

I'll never know how much it cost, To see my sin upon that cross 

CHORUS 

Video ‘Pentecost’ 

Childrens’ thought As you see, we have balloons today. You can 

have a lot of fun with balloon. As a boy I remember playing lots 

of games with balloons, my favourite was one were you tried to 

keep the balloon off the ground for as long as possible. Look at 

the balloon I’m holding. I think it’s a very nice balloon. It’s a 

pretty colour & I am sure that it would be nice & round.... But 



there is something lacking in this balloon...  Yes it needs to be 

filled with air...  I need to breathe some life into it 

I think this balloon can help us learn something about the church. 

Today is a very special day we call Pentecost. It was the day that 

God sent His Holy Spirit to breathe life into His church so the 

church would be all that God intended for it to be.  Before God 

sent His Holy Spirit, the church was lifeless--like this balloon. 

The church was not witnessing and telling people about Jesus. 

After the Holy Spirit breathed life into the church, people 

began telling everyone they saw about Jesus. (Inflate the balloon 

a little.) It didn't even matter if they spoke the same language. 

(Inflate a little) Everyone they told about Jesus understood 

what they were saying. Thousands of people were added to the 

church. (Inflate a little ) The church became alive and was doing 

the things God had commanded. (Finish inflating the balloon) 

Just as the balloon needs to be filled to be what it was intended 

to be, you and I need the Holy Spirit to fill us so we can be all 

that God wants us to be.    We thank You, God, for sending Your 

Holy Spirit. We thank You for breathing life into the church and 

we thank You for giving Your Holy Spirit to all who believe in 

Jesus. In Jesus' name we pray, amen. 

Offering 

New Testament Reading 2 Timothy 1:3-10  I thank God, 

whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as 

night & day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 Recalling 

your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I 

am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your 

grandmother Lois & in your mother Eunice &, I am persuaded, 

now lives in you also.   For this reason I remind you to fan into 

flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my 

hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but 

gives us power, love & self-discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed of 

the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join 

with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He 

has saved us & called us to a holy life – not because of anything 

we have done but because of his own purpose & grace. This grace 

was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it 

has now been revealed through the appearing of our Saviour, 

Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death & has brought life & 

immortality to light through the gospel.  

Sermon      It’s a memory that has stayed with me for so many 

years... one that brings me back to my childhood travelling by 

Ferry to the Isle of Mann for a family holiday when I was still 

just a boy who read super hero comic books... I will never forget 

the feeling of running up and down the deck of that Ferry 

surrounded by a strong breeze ...holding my coat out behind me 

like a cape ...it really did feel like I was almost flying.... that the 

power of the wind had turned me into Superboy... 

Last week in our Christian Aid Service we reflected on Jesus’ 

Ascension to the Father and our call as Jesus Followers to 

continue His work.... of seeing God’s Kingdom advance on earth. 

This week we focus on Jesus’ promise to Slide 1 ‘not leave (us) as 

orphans’ Jhn 14:18 as we celebrate Pentecost, the coming of the 

Holy Spirit, to bring life & power to each Christian & the Church 

as a whole. Now I know that some Christians can get a bit 

nervous when someone mentions the Holy Spirit...while other 



Christians can perhaps get too focussed on some of the more 

dramatic things that the Holy Spirit does on occasion....                    

My desire this morning isn’t to make anyone uncomfortable but 

rather to encourage us all to Trust God & His Spirit that little 

bit more... to open up our hands, spread wide our arms and run 

letting His Holy Wind lift us and direct us... 

And so to help us reflect on the person & work of the Holy Spirit 

in our lives we are going to think mostly about 1 verse  in our 

passage Slide 2  2 Tim Chp 1: 7   For the Spirit God gave us 

does not make us timid, but gives us power, love & self-

discipline. 

However before we look at this verse in more detail it’s 

important to quickly set the context... Because as always this 

verse doesn’t just flow out of nowhere ... Rather these words 

come out of Paul’s deep and genuine affection but also concern 

for Timothy, his young apprentice.. At this time Paul was 

imprisoned in Rome...Slide 3  & he seems to have been aware that 

he was nearing the end of his life (2 Tim4:6).. Meanwhile Timothy 

was facing the serious challenge of trying to lead a new church in 

Ephesus, confronted by false teachers & others who looked down 

on him because of his age & because he had a quiet personality.   

Now as we see from the book of Acts & these verses Paul knew 

Timothy well... Paul was assured of Timothy’s faith & calling... But 

Paul also knew that Timothy himself was less confident than Paul 

was that he could do what God was calling him to do... And so Paul 

writes wanting to stir up fresh fire & courage & perseverance in 

Timothy for the road ahead...   

So Paul reminds the younger man that the Spirit God gave us 

does not make us timid, but gives us power, love & self-

discipline. Vs7  Now most scholars agree that the Spirit referred 

to in this verse is the Holy Spirit, Slide 4  God’s Spirit who Jesus 

promised to His followers..The Holy Spirit who descended upon 

those early believers so dramatically that 1st Pentecost, like a 

violent wind & tongues of fire. Yes Paul is telling Timothy that 

God has given him the Holy Spirit & that the Holy Spirit is a 

Spirit of power...love..& self-discipline (the NKJV says sound mind).   

Now I am not saying this morning that this is a complete 

description of the character of the Holy Spirit, we could go into 

John’s gospel & see how Jesus said the Holy Spirit would ‘convict 

the world of sin’ Jhn 16:8 or how the Holy Spirit would lead 

Christians ‘into all truth’ Jhn 16:13. So we know that the Holy 

Spirit is zealous for righteousness & He leads & directs. So I 

know that I can’t give a full picture this morning, nevertheless I 

believe it still has something important to say to us this Pentecost  

I’m thankful that I have in my life only seen from a distance the 

effects of one bomb go off...It was many years ago now & it 

shook me up at the time.. It has sometimes been noted that the 

word often used in the bible for POWER is the Greek word 

dunameis   Slide 5 from which we get our word dynamite...& that 

of is true... but listen dynamite hadn’t been invented when Paul 

wrote these words & I am sure that he wasn’t thinking that God’s 

Spirit would turn us into people who went around blowing things 

up ...Of course not, no the power of the Holy Spirit is certainly 

tremendous & dynamic but it isn’t destructive... It’s CREATIVE.  



As the very first words of Genesis tell us God the Holy Spirit 

was involved in creation... In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless & void, & 

darkness was over the surface of the deep. And the Spirit of 

God was hovering over the surface of the waters...    Think too of 

the ministry of Jesus & His power... how was used it, Not in 

showy acts designed to draw attention to Himself? No just the 

opposite Jesus’ often seemed reluctant to use dramatic shows of 

power... nearly always His miracles were focussed on restoring, 

healing, they were creative, re creating bodies & lives to be the 

way that God had always intended them to be...     

So when Paul speaks here of God giving us His Spirit of power... 

we should think less of the Marvel movies & instead consider how 

Jesus or the Apostles in Acts used power.. Power to bring peace 

or healing into a situation.. power to go sharing the good news 

in loving boldness.... As Jesus told them Himself... “But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; & you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, & in all Judea & Samaria, & to the 

ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).       

So Paul is telling Timothy here... he shouldn’t be fearful because 

no matter how he might feel at that moment, He was not alone. 

God who created the universe, God who raised His Son Jesus 

from the grave... God the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Power lives 

within him... And the mind blowing truth is that when we trust 

Jesus as saviour, when we open our lives to Him... we too receive 

God’s Spirit...  the Spirit of power....& God wants us to step out in 

His power... to be people who have the courage to speak words of 

healing & hope into situations & to people who are in desperate 

need of them. To be people of courage & reconciliation who say, 

things don’t have to be this way...  Let’s change them.... Power. 

Slide 6 Tom Wright in his short commentary on these verses 

says ‘the power of the gospel itself flows from the fact that God 

gave His own Son for our sake’. Often our world separates power 

& love in ways that seem to suggest that you can have one or the 

other. But as we consider the character of the Holy Spirit & how 

He impacts believers lives we see that actually POWER & LOVE 

can’t be separated... So we find that when Paul in Galatians lists 

all the fruit that the Holy Spirit produces in a believer’s life he 

puts love at the top of the list Slide 7 (Gal 5:22). Also when he 

was writing to the Ephesians about boldly speaking the truth... 

Paul naturally adds the phrase ‘in love’ (Eph 4:15). 

So when we think of stepping out in the power of the Holy 

Spirit we should be thinking of how God would have us step 

out sacrificially in love...Is there someone we can demonstrate 

God’s power to by listening to them, praying for them? As we 

begin to move further into a place of post lockdown... Are there 

people we can invite to our gardens... or from tomorrow around 

for a cup of tea indoors ... YES we still continue to sensible, 

careful & I know that not everyone is at that stage... Must be 

sensitive to each other... But as we travel further into the 

summer & beyond their will hopefully once more be increasing 

opportunities to demonstrate the love of God to others...  Love... 

 We have been travelling through a time like no other... the last 

18 months have been filled with uncertainty & everyone from 

those in government to us ordinary people have been wondering 

what would come next & what the right way forward was.. In the 
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midst of this fast changing period I have been very thankful 

for certain rhythms that have sustained me.things like getting 

out for a walk, sitting down with & listening to scripture at fixed 

times... Chatting to others each week on Zoom or on the phone.. & 

having the opportunity to bring together a Sunday service of 

worship.. I hope that as you look back you too have had routines, 

rhythms, structures that have helped & I believe that God has 

provided these...For as Paul writes in his letter to the Christians 

at Corinth ‘ God is not a God of disorder but of peace 1 Cor 14:33 

Slide 8 yes the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, 

but gives us power, love & sound mind..You see God the Holy 

Spirit brings ORDER & Clarity to our thinking... Tom Wright 

describes this... the Holy Spirit enables us ‘to think clearly and 

shrewdly about what needs to be done and how best to do it’ 

We might say that God through His Spirit enables us to have 

ordered wisdom... 

Now it’s certainly the Holy Spirit helps bring order to the Church 

1 Cor 14:40, ...but that happens as God an order & direction to our 

personal lives... The hOlY Spirit brings clarity & Wisdom into our 

lives.... He helps us make sense of the chaos around us... & 

sometimes the chaos within us... The holy Spirit provides 

WISDOM... we are told that   Slide 9  ‘ If any of you lacks 

wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without 

finding fault, and it will be given to you.’ James 1:5   Isn’t that a 

promise that we need to hear in days like these both for us 

personally & as a Church. We need God to guide us & help us 

rebuild certain things... we need His Power, Love ...but we also 

need God to direct us as we seek to step out in power & love... 

We need the wonderful creative power of God’s Spirit in our 

lives...  It’s a very cheesy analogy but Like Dorothy’s friends in 

the Wizard of OZ don’t we need a powerful courage...a fresh 

heart of selfless love... & a brain that has a sound mind that 

helps us move forward in a clear & ordered way.   

Slide 10  You might not think it after the recent weather but 

just a couple of weeks ago I dusted off the BBQ & decided to 

incinerate, I mean cook a few burgers & sausages.... And so I 

went through that routine of putting some fire-lighters on the 

BBQ along with some charcoal & I lit the match. Of course as 

usual after the initial burst of flame... the thing seemed to go 

out & I had to draw close to it & use that old simple method of 

blowing on some of the coals to encourage the flames & heat.... 

The fire was still alive ...but it needed some more air...  this 

morning as we have listened to what the Holy Spirit does in our 

lives perhaps God has been speaking to us about one or more of 

these things ... Power, Love... Sound mind...   we are going to take 

a moment to respond now as we sit & sing ...Breathe on me breath 

of God...  

Hymn    Breathe on me, Breath of God, Fill me with life anew, 

That I may love what Thou dost love,                                                             

And do what Thou wouldst do.  

Breathe on me, Breath of God, Until my heart is pure,                        

Until with Thee I will one will, To do and to endure. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, Till I am wholly Thine,                       

Until this earthly part of me, Glows with Thy fire divine. 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, So shall I never die,                         

But live with Thee the perfect life, Of Thine eternity. 



PRAYERS  Lord God on this Pentecost Sunday we ask You to 

breathe on us once more..Fill us Holy Spirit that as we look into 

the rest of today, this week & all the time You give us..That we 

would not be afraid or timid but that we would be overflowing 

with Power, Love & Sound Mind,through the power of Your Spirit.  

We pray also for others on this day... for those who feel 

powerless, helpless... for those who are caught in modern day 

slavery... for refugees from the conflicts around our world.. for 

those who feel excluded because of poverty or for being 

different. We ask that they would hear Your voice & receive 

Your touch in their situations this day... And we ask for fresh 

strength for all individuals, organisations & governments who are 

seeking to oppose injustice & bring healing & hope to our world. 

So we pray also for those who need to know that they are loved 

this day...  for all those who are alone or isolated... for those 

without families & those who do not know that there is a God who 

loves them that He gave His Only Son... Lord we pray that You 

would raise Up Your Church & mission agencies & us as individual 

followers of Jesus to boldly, lovingly share the good news... And 

we take a moment to bring to mind someone we know personally 

who needs to experience God’s touch of love in their lives.... 

Finally we pray for those in leadership in our own Church as our 

annual Conference draws near & for those in our Executive & in 

Westminster & other governments...  We pray for sound mind, 

clear godly direction & wisdom...    We now also pray also for 

our world development partners Kopila-Nepal at this time.   God 

of Care, You are concerned for those living in Nepal, a beautiful 

nation in its scenery and people.  Yet they are a people who have 

been battered by caste, economic poverty, gender violence, 

conflict and Covid. We pray for single mothers and widows, 

left by society to survive, especially those of low caste and those 

who are Dalits. May they have food, a roof, an income, purpose & 

company. We pray for their children; that an education might be 

one step out of poverty. We pray for those with physical and 

psychological disabilities. May Kopila have the resources to meet 

the need. Thank you for Bina Silwal and her team as they tackle 

these injustices. Protect them from Covid. Encourage them 

despite the daily hardships they witness. Amen  

And we bring to God those on our prayer chain this morning we 

name particularly – Heather & Doreen being treated for cancer... 

Baby Jude, Zion, Reece & Shankar in India .. we pray too for 

Jean Woods ... Edna Jest & Dorothy Gray....  And in the quiet we 

bring to God all others who we know who need His touch of 

healing... Help or Hope....     We say together the prayer that 

Jesus gave us..... Our Father  

Closing Hymn  Revive thy work O Lord...                              

Revive thy work, O Lord, Thy mighty arm make bare;                             

Speak with the voice that wakes the dead, And make thy people hear. 

Refrain - Revive Thy work, O Lord!   While here to Thee we bow; 

Descend, O gracious Lord, descend! Oh, come, and bless us now. 

Revive thy work, O Lord; Now let us thirst for thee;                         

And hungering for the bread of life, May all our spirits be: Refrain  

Revive thy work, O Lord: Exalt Thy precious name;                               

& by the Holy Ghost, our love, For thee and thine inflame: refrain   



Revive Thy work, O Lord; Give power unto Thy Word; 

Grant that thy blessed gospel may, In living faith be heard: refrain   

Revive Thy work, O Lord, And give refreshing showers; 

The glory shall be all thy own, The blessing, Lord, be ours: refrain 

The Closing Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


