
SUNDAY 6th JUNE 2021                                            

Welcome & Announcements                                                                  

Call to worship Psalm 138                                                                   

Hymn HP 16 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty the king of creation    

Prayer                                                                                                       

Praise  Holy, Holy, holy is the Lord – O Praise the name.                        

Old Testament Reading 1 Samuel 8:4-11,& 16-20                
Offering                                                                                            

Video  ‘Proof’                                                                                       

New Testament Reading  Mark 3:20-35                                  

Sermon                                                                                            

Prayers                                                                                       

Communion                                                                                         

Hymn  Mp 25 All to Jesus I surrender                                            

Blessing 

Call to worship- Psalm 138   1 I give you thanks, O LORD, with 

my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise; 

 

I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name 

for your steadfast love and your faithfulness; for you have 

exalted your name and your word above everything. 

 

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD, for they 

have heard the words of your mouth. They shall sing of the 

ways of the LORD, for great is the glory of the LORD. 

HYMN Praise to the Lord the King of creation                       

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

All ye who hear; brothers and sisters draw near, 

Praise Him in glad adoration. 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee; 

Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee. 

Ponder anew, what the Almighty can do, 

Who with His love doth befriend thee. 

Praise to the Lord, who doth nourish thy life and restore thee, 

Fitting thee well for the tasks that are ever before thee, Then 

to thy need, He like a mother doth speed,                                      

Spreading the wings of grace o’er thee.  

Praise to the Lord, who, when darkness of sin is abounding, 

Who, when the godless do triumph, all virtue confounding, 

Sheddeth his light, chaseth the horrors of night, 

Saints with his mercy surrounding. 

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen, sound from his people again: 

gladly for aye we adore him. 

Prayer- Lord God our heavenly Father, You created all that we 

see and enjoy, You are full of goodness and mercy. And we 

worship You this day, for You are our health and salvation...   

Jesus You who came to earth shedding light, and dying that we 

might know eternal life... We praise and worship You this day. 

Holy Spirit, who abides with us, who restores and sustains us 

each day... we bring you our worship now....  

God Father Son & Holy Spirit, one God... we gladly adore you this 

day..... for You are good and perfect in every way... And as we 

gaze at your perfect goodness...so we also acknowledge once 

more where we have fallen short.. we confess our sins asking for 



forgiveness again through Christ.                                                      

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive 

our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.                        

Amen thanks be to God. 

Praise Time- Holy holy holy 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, 

Holy is the Lord God Almighty. 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, 

Holy is the Lord God Almighty: 

Who was, and is, and is to come 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord. 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus is the Lord, 

Jesus is the Lord God almighty. 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus is the Lord, 

Jesus is the Lord God almighty: 

Who was, and is, and is to come;  

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus is the Lord. 

Worthy, worthy, worthy is the Lord, 

Worthy is the Lord God Almighty. 

Worthy , worthy , worthy is the Lord, 

Worthy is the Lord God Almighty: 

Who was, and is, and is to come 

Worthy, worthy, worthy is the Lord. 

Glory, glory, glory to the Lord,  

Glory to the Lord God almighty. 

Glory, glory, glory to the Lord, 

Glory to the Lord God almighty: 

Who was, and is, and is to come; 

Glory, glory, glory to the Lord. 

I Cast my mind to calvary                                                 

I cast my mind to Calvary, Where Jesus bled and died for me 

I see His wounds, His hands, His feet,  

My Saviour on that cursed tree 

 His body bound and drenched in tears,                                          

They laid Him down in Joseph’s tomb 

The entrance sealed by heavy stone, Messiah still and all alone. 

Chorus - O praise the name of the Lord our God 

O praise His name forever more 

For endless days we will sing Your  praise 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God. 

Then on the third at break of dawn,                                                          

The Son of heaven rose again                                                                 

O trampled death where is your sting? 

The angels roar for Christ the King   CHORUS 

He shall return in robes of white 

The blazing Son shall pierce the night 

And I will rise among the saints 

My gaze transfixed on Jesus' face.  CHORUS 

Old Testament Reading  1 Samuel 8:4-11,& 16-20 
4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to 

Samuel at Ramah. 5 They said to him, “You are old, and your sons 

do not follow your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all 

the other nations have.”    6 But when they said, “Give us a king to 



lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD. 7 And 

the LORD told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to 

you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me 

as their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought them 

up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other 

gods, so they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn 

them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign 

over them will claim as his rights.” 

10 Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were 

asking him for a king. 11 He said, “This is what the king who will 

reign over you will claim as his rights: He will take your sons and 

make them serve with his chariots and horses, and they will run 

in front of his chariots. 

16 Your male and female servants and the best of your cattle and 

donkeys he will take for his own use. 17 He will take a tenth of 

your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves. 18 When 

that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have 

chosen, but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 19 But the 

people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a 

king over us. 20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a 

king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.” 

Offering                                                                                                            

Video  ‘Proof’ 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  MARK 3:20-35     Then Jesus 

entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his 

disciples were not even able to eat. 21 When his family heard 

about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is 

out of his mind.”    22 And the teachers of the law who came down 

from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the 

prince of demons he is driving out demons.” 

23 So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in 

parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is 

divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is 

divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan 

opposes himself & is divided, he cannot stand; his end has 

come. 27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house without 

first tying him up. Then he can plunder the strong man’s 

house. 28 Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins & 

every slander they utter 29
 but whoever blasphemes against the 

Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal 

sin.”  30 He said this because they were saying “He has an impure spirit.” 

31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, 

they sent someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was sitting around 

him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside 

looking for you.”  33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he 

asked.  34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him 

and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does 

God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” 

SERMON   The phone rings...you pick it up and its not the news 

that you wanted to hear... it’s news that breaks your heart.... And 

so you are left with a decision...  Do I try to deal with this 

myself... Or do I share it with someone... & who would that be.. 

who do I trust? Of course many of us probably have our obvious 

answers to those questions...   You know who you turn to when 

things go wrong...when you need support.... or help... And I guess 



that many of you are thinking of someone who is related to you... 

you are thinking of FAMILY....  And that’s good... thats how it 

should be .... FAMILY is important... if you cast back you mind to 

last weeks ARK & Y Peoples service you might remember I put up 

this picture of a heart...and how different things can take up 

greater or lesser proportions of our hearts..   Slide 1 

Its great when FAMILY are there for you & you for them,  when 

they have a good place in your life & you in theirs... But sadly we 

know that isn’t always the case for everybody...  For all sorts of 

reasons from family living in different parts of the world to 

disagreements & fallings out, sadly not every family works the 

way that God intended it to, being a place of acceptance love & 

support. Sometimes families struggle & if that is where you are 

this morning then Jesus understands because as our NT passage 

this morning makes clear, his earthly family didn’t always 

understand or accept Him...  

In fact our verses tell us that at this point in their lives Jesus’ 

close family thought He was ‘out of His mind’ vs 21 Slide 2 . By 

this point in his ministry, Jesus had been travelling around 

preaching, healing & casting out demons & he was drawing quite a 

crowd... from those who were simply inquisitive to those who 

wanted to be His disciples... Yes Jesus was making a STIR... this 

wasn’t just turning some water into wine at a wedding... Jesus 

actions were disrupting the status quo & this was already drawing 

opposition from the Religious leaders (Mk3:6). I guess that 

Jesus’ family knew that the longer this went on the more trouble 

there would be... what was Jesus thinking... it’s one thing helping 

people & speaking in the synagogue ... but this was going too far... 

travelling round the country, preaching to crowds, this must be 

some sort of religious mania.. they had to step in ..     

Yes at this point Jesus’ family didn’t understand Him or follow 

Him... And so they travelled from Nazareth to where Jesus was 

at Capernaum to try & make Him see sense... to take Him home 

away from all that is going on...  But Jesus isn’t having it... Now I 

know that Jesus’ response to the news that His family is outside 

(vs32) probably sound unsettling to us...  But believe me they 

would have sounded a lot worse to people in Jesus’ day, for their 

family bonds were far stronger than ours in the west today... So 

there is NO escaping the shocking nature of Jesus’ words when 

he asks Slide 3...  Who are my mother and my brothers?”vs 

33 And then goes on to say that ‘Whoever does God’s will is my 

brother and sister and mother.”vs35    Yes these are shocking 

words, they are words that we shouldn’t gloss over or ignore...                      

For Jesus is saying something important here..... He is saying that 

commitment to the task that God gave Him... is even greater than 

His commitments to natural good family relationships. Jesus is 

saying that what God was doing through Him was of utmost 

importance & that it would create a whole new set of relationships 

,a whole new family, people who would know God as Father... by 

TRUSTING in Jesus the Son... 

Let me be clear, Jesus isn’t telling people to ignore or cut their 

ties with their natural earthly families. In fact later in Mk 7:9-

13 Jesus rebukes the scribes because they were encouraging 

people to leave their money to the temple rather than support 

their aging parents.. Jesus wasn’t against earthly families... in 

fact the opposite ... for even when He was one the cross He still 

cared enough for His mother to ask His disciple John to care for 

her..(Jhn 19:26-27). Jesus wasn’t against families.. neither was Paul 

who reminded the believers in Ephesus that they must Slide 4 

‘Honour your father & mother” (this is the first commandment 



with a promise), “that it may go well with you & that you may live 

long in the land.” Eph 6:3 No the bible values family really highly 

but it stresses that our relationship with God through Jesus 

must be our highest priority...For we can only be the people that 

we should be in our families with God’s grace working in our lives.. 

It’s interesting that the early Methodists were labelled 

enthusiasts..not by themselves but actually by their opponents... 

because the word was something of an insult in their day... Yes 

there were those who like Jesus’ family in our passage, thought 

the early Methodist were taking their faith too far...Slide 5  

They were being disruptive by seeking to take the good news 

about Jesus outside of the parish churches into the market 

places... they were causing trouble trying to bring the news about 

salvation to ‘all sorts’ people in the sums... people in prison...  

Surely this was some sort of religious mania.. surely it had to be 

stopped...when I think about those early Methodist preachers I 

have to say I wonder if anyone would accuse me of taking my 

faith too far..? Is how I /we live our lives so enthusiastic for 

Jesus & God’s kingdom that it’s disruptive? That others might 

think we are out of our minds!  Perhaps it would be good if there 

were more occasions when we as followers of Jesus were 

considered extreme...because of our willingness to go further.. in 

loving all... reach deeper... into our pockets to give to those in 

need & speak out courageously.. to others about what Jesus has 

done for them.  

Surely these are some of the practical things that flow out of 

what we were reflecting upon last week... Putting Jesus at the 

centre of our lives...Slide 6 .It’s Like giving Him an ACCESS ALL 

AREAS PASS to our hearts so that He can go wherever He 

pleases... Not just into those Religious parts of our lives but into 

all aspects of who we are & how we live... And like some of those 

celebrity designers on the TV we must give Jesus the freedom to 

make changes where they are needed...You see as our OT passage 

tells us today... God wants us to LOVE & TRUST Him enough that 

we aren’t afraid to be different from others but instead we 

make Jesus King of our lives...that we pass our life’s steering 

wheel to Him ...    That we accept His authority in our lives..  

Slide 7 Authority....  its a word that probably isn’t that popular 

these days... But this is what lies at the heart of Jesus’ dispute 

with the teachers of the Law in our passage from Mark.. for the 

question was where does Jesus obvious power & authority come 

from?   You see even those who opposed Jesus accepted that He 

taught & healed & set people free in a way that showed obvious 

power & authority... Yes even those who wanted to get rid of 

Jesus saw what He did & knew that this was something way 

beyond the normal... way beyond what they as religious leaders 

could do...And we should note that, for sometimes today people 

will argue that Jesus was just a nice good man with some 

interesting religious ideas...  But those who opposed Jesus back 

then could see Jesus power & authority for themselves... So they 

had to attack Him in a different way... Through raising questions 

about the source of His power... “He is possessed by 

Beelzebul! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.”    

Jesus response to this was to simply point out that a kingdom 

divided against itself ‘cannot stand’, that it made no sense for 

satan to be attacking his own works...for satan to be setting 

people free & bringing healing & wholeness...  But if it wasn’t by 



satan’s power that these things were happening then there was 

one conclusion that someone stronger than satan was here... 

Our video this morning helped us reflect on how God provides 

proof for Who He is & What He has done for us.... But perhaps 

proof isn’t the best word... perhaps a better word for us today is 

evidence. Slide 8   We are used to police & forensics & how they 

gather evidence to support a conviction.. They lay out certain 

facts & lawyers draw their arguments for someone’s defence or 

prosecution from that evidence..BUT sometimes no matter what 

the evidence, there can be those who have their minds made up 

before hand, that so & so MUST be guilty because of who they 

are or because they don’t want to face the possibility that they 

might possibly be wrong... 

This is what we see with the teachers of the law who are 

opposing Jesus in this passage...They have made up their minds 

that NO MATTER what Jesus does...no matter what evidence He 

provides in terms of healings or teaching... that Jesus is 

dangerous & evil because He does things that doesn’t fit in with 

their understanding of God. So Jesus must be rejected & 

stopped at any cost & this is what Jesus is talking about in vs 29 

when He mentions a sin that cannot be forgiven...Slide 9 Let’s 

understand this morning that Jesus isn’t talking about something 

anyone can say or do as a one off that is somehow SO BAD that 

God can’t or won’t forgive it...For the amazing good news is that   

there is nothing so bad that the blood of Christ can’t wash it 

away... However there is a conscious consistent attitude that a 

person can choose that leads to a place where we can’t be forgiven.     

Think of it like this.... we are ill with a deadly disease but good 

news there is a particular cure... There is one special consultant 

who can perform a life saving operation on us... But here’s the 

problem...  Firstly we don’t want to believe that we are so sick...  

It’s not something nice to think about & then there is the 

consultant ...you aren’t sure about him & some others tell you not 

to trust him... So even when he talks to you & shows you 

statistics, & charts of your case & provides you with testimonies 

of some who have had this life saving operation... You have really 

already made up your mind... You don’t want the operation.. I will 

take my chances.. sure I’m probably not as ill as you think anyway  

I don’t feel too bad & i’m not sure about you.  This is the 

unforgivable sin..saying to Jesus time after time after time 

after time..No I don’t believe you or perhaps more honestly  

I WON’T BELIEVE YOU no matter what you show me ...no 

matter what happens I won’t let you touch my life.... I want to 

have my own steering wheel & I won’t give it to you....  

This is the unforgivable sin... it’s a conscious long term choice to 

turn away from Jesus... it’s a state which people can gradually fall 

into where they harden their hearts & close their ears to 

anything that God may wish to say...   It’s a very dangerous place 

to be...  but while they are still on earth ...there is still hope... 

Hope that just that one time they will stop looking for excuses, 

stop running away & say yes to the one person who can help us all. 

Slide 10 The phone rings.... you pick it up.... it’s Jesus.... with 

some good news... I’ve come out of love for you...   to bring 

forgiveness... freedom... life to the full...   But I need you to 

Trust Me & Open up your life to my rule....   This morning we take 



a moment of quiet as we each have that opportunity to respond 

to what Jesus is saying to us...     

Prayers for Others God most gracious & most holy, grant us the 

help of your Spirit as we pray for the Church & the world. 

We pray for the Church in every land ....especially for those 

believers who today face persecution... we remember the 

Christians in Myanmar, N Korea & in Islamic lands...                              

we pray for this church and other local churches as we seek to 

navigate our way forward working together...                                            

May we worship and serve You with reverence & joy.  

Lord hear us- Lord, graciously hear us. 

We pray for the peoples of the world.... we particularly continue 

to pray for peace in the Middle East especially Israel & Palestine. 

And we remember the leaders of the nations... Lord help them 

work together for justice peace & for the poor. 

Lord hear us- Lord, graciously hear us. 

We pray now for those who are ill or distressed... once more 

remembering those countries facing the greatest spikes in Covid. 

India, Bangladesh, Nepal & South America.   

And we remember some of those on our own prayer chain... Praying for  

Adrianna, Adam, Timothy, Cole, Zion, baby Ellis, Daniel & 

Jude.  for Alma Trevor, Doreen, Robert, Shankar, Reece & 

Heather. Also for those in our Church family who are ill, or in need of 

prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, Bernie, Anna, Maggie , Alison, Irene, 

Gerry & Jean, Peggy, Edna & Dorothy & Brian & Hazel Smyth.    

Lord hear us- Lord, graciously hear us. 

And we sum up our prayers by joining in the Lord’s Prayer. 

The Peace- We are the body of Christ. 

In one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. Let us 

therefore keep the unity of the Spirit in the body of peace. 

 

The peace of the Lord Be always with you.   And also with you 

The Lord Supper-   Let us pray ...  

The Lord be with you.        And also with you.  

 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                               

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

We praise you, gracious Father, our Maker & Sustainer.                        

You created the heavens & the earth and formed us in your own 

image. Though we sinned against you, your love for us was 

constant, & you sent your Son Jesus Christ to be the Saviour of 

the world.     

Sharing our human nature, he was born of Mary & baptised in the 

Jordan. He proclaimed your kingdom, by word & deed, & was put 

to death upon the cross. You raised Him from the dead; you 

exalted Him in glory; & through Him you have sent your Holy 

Spirit, calling us to be Your people, a community of faith. 

And so with the angels & archangels & all the choirs of heaven we 

join in the triumphant hymn:    



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power & might, Heaven & earth 

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

Holy God we praise you that on the night before he died, the 

Lord Jesus took bread & gave you thanks. He broke it & gave it 

to his disciples, saying, “Take this all of you and eat it. This is my 

body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and gave it 

to them saying, “Drink from it all of you. This is my blood of the 

new covenant, poured out for all people for the forgiveness of 

sins.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Remembering, therefore, His death & resurrection, & proclaiming 

His eternal sacrifice, we offer ourselves to you in praise & 

thanksgiving, as we declare the mystery of faith:                   

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Send down your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread & wine may 

be for us the body & the blood of Christ. Unite us with him for 

ever & bring us with the whole creation to your eternal kingdom 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, we worship you in songs of everlasting praise. 

Blessing & honour & glory & power be yours for ever & ever.  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. Though we 

are many, we are one body, because we all share in one 

bread. 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Happy are those who are called to His supper.  Lord, I am not 

worthy to receive You, but only say the word & I shall be 

healed.       We draw near & receive in faith 

We thank You Lord, that You have fed us with this 

sacrament, united us with Christ, & given us a foretaste of 

the heavenly banquet prepared for all people. Amen 

Hymn -   

All to Jesus, I surrender, All to Him I freely give; 

I will ever love and trust Him, In His presence daily live. 

Chorus  -  I surrender all, I surrender all,                                              

All to Thee, my blessed Saviour, I surrender all. 

All to Jesus, I surrender, humbly at His feet I bow.                         

Humbly at His feet I bow; worldly pleasures all forsaken, 

Take me, Jesus, take me now.     Chorus  

                                                                                                                                  

All to Jesus I surrender, make me, Saviour, wholly Thine; 

Let me feel the Holy Spirit, Truly know that Thou art mine.   Chorus  

All to Jesus I surrender,Lord, I give myself to Thee; 

Fill me with Thy love and power, Let Thy blessing fall on me.  Chorus                                                                                                         

All to Jesus I surrender, Now I feel the sacred flame; 

Oh, the joy of full salvation! Glory, glory, to His Name!  Chorus  

 

Closing Blessing- The blessing of God, the Father, the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, remain with us always... we share the grace 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


