Regent St Methodist Confirmation Service 2021
Sunday 20th June
Opening Hymn: MP 708 ‘ To God be the glory’
To God be the glory, great things he hath done:
So loved he the world that he gave us his son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life gate that all may go in.

Scripture Readings Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 10:12-18 12 And now,
Israel, what does the LORD your God ask of you but to
fear the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, to love
him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all
your soul, 13 and to observe the LORD’s commands and decrees
that I am giving you today for your own good?
14

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father,through Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory,great things he hath done.
Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!
To every believer the promise of God;
The vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. Chorus
Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer, and higher,and greater will be
our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see Chorus
Opening Prayer
Praise : No longer slaves – The Splendour of the king
Offering

To the LORD your God belong the heavens, even the highest
heavens, the earth and everything in it. 15 Yet the LORD set his
affection on your ancestors and loved them, and he chose
you, their descendants, above all the nations—as it is
today. 16 Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiffnecked any longer. 17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and
Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no
partiality and accepts no bribes. 18 He defends the cause of the
fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing among
you, giving them food and clothing.
Romans 10:8- 15
But what does it say? “The word is near
you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the message
concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you declare with your
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that
you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says,
“Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 12 For
there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord
is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for,
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

14

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not
heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to
them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it
is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good
news!”

with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, & believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved.10 For it is with your heart that you
believe & are justified & it is with your mouth that
you confess & are saved

SERMON Slide 1 Going back to University to study
for the ministry was for me a wonderful experience
…but it of course took some adjustment especially as I
had to learn to write essays again. To be honest my
greatest difficulty lay not with writing them but in
bringing them down to the word limit of 1500 words. …I
remember spending almost as much time editing &
cutting down my essays as I did writing them in the
first place! But like all things the more you practise
the easier it became as I learnt to cut away the some
of the explanations & just condense my thoughts into
shorter more precise statements.

Confessing Jesus as Lord & believing that God raised
Him from the dead. This is P’s short summary of what
the Ch faith is founded on... & in fact these words
probably go back beyond Paul, for there is evidence
that Paul may well be drawing here from an early
Christian Creed or baptismal confession. Yes these
may well have been some of the words that the earliest
Christians said as they prepared to enter the water &
be baptised.
Jesus is Lord…& I believe that
God raised Him from the dead..

Now Paul’s letter to the Romans…would probably never
have been accepted as an undergraduate essay…it’s
certainly over 1500 words ! However here in our NT
reading in Romans Chp 10 vs 9& 10 we have P condensing
his thinking & presenting to us one of the clearest most
foundational statements of what the Christian faith
actually consists of… Slide 2 That if you confess

Now of course there is much more to think about
….more to discuss , learn & apply in the Christian faith
than that…. And so in preparation for this day these
young people have looked at & discussed other
important things ... And in a very real sense EVERY
Christian is called to keep on learning, growing &
becoming more like Jesus... No matter who we are we
still have much to learn & more to do in following
Jesus.... However there are also times when clarity &

conciseness are very impt.. for instance if someone
asks you what does it mean to be a Christian... a
Methodist.. Then usually they don’t want a 45 minute
sermon...
And I know that you don’t want that today either! So
Lets quickly at those opening words, SLIDE 3
‘confessing Jesus as Lord’ Now the word Lord comes
from the Greek word kurios & it had a range of
meanings…from a polite form of address something like
SIR ..right up to a title used for the Roman emperors
or another way of naming God….Taken in this particular
context it’s clear that P was saying that the Christian is
someone who puts Jesus FIRST... someone who makes
Jesus the KING of their lives... believing him to be
Saviour & God... the Christian who follows & obeys
Jesus... putting His will first.....
Now we have been
thinking about that in the past weeks right from our
Ark & Y peoples service with it’s focus of having Jesus
at the centre of our lives....& we have thought a little
about what that might mean for us... BUT it’s also
useful to remind ourselves about what it meant to those
Paul was writing to all those years ago...
You see for them saying that JESUS was LORD would
be a life changing confession… SLIDE 4 for it would
often draw these Christians into conflict with the

Roman system which proclaimed that the Emperor was
Lord.. that he must be obeyed... even worshipped... To
say NO to that... to say I will pay my taxes & try to be a
good citizen BUT I won’t worship the emperor, well that
could & did get Christians thrown into jail.. or thrown to
the lions... putting Jesus 1st could be costly.
And that is still true today in many parts of our world,
confessing Jesus as Lord can bring state or community
persecution… We can be thankful that isn’t the case
here but still we know that talking about Jesus or
saying we are a Christian can lead comments from
others... Confessing Jesus as Lord is not something that
is always easy to do, putting HIM first can be difficult..
But as Christians that’s what we MUST do.. All of us
are diff we have different interests, likes & dislikes…
BUT being a Christian means making Jesus our FIRST
passion... saying each day your will be done…. Thats
challenging for all of us no matter what age we
are....
Now I’m fairly sure that none of you Y people do this
now but mark my words by the time you are my age...
some of you will probably have developed the habit that
I have...which is every time we are going out as a family
& at night ... I go round the house checking that the

windows & doors are locked... making sure that
everything is as it should be... NOW maybe I have
TRUST issues or maybe its just that I like to be sure...
to be sure..BUT I want to know before I go somewhere
that someone has really locked the garage door like
they said they would...
The 2nd part of P’s condensed statement refers to Slide
5 believing in our heart that God raised Jesus from the
dead…. I have sometimes wondered WHY Paul didn’t
just say... We must believe in Jesus... But of course
the phrasing here is important because THESE WORDS
speak of the uniqueness of Jesus & they tell us that
come what may... we CAN TRUST HIM.
In Paul’s day & in ours there are many great moral &
ethical teachers... some who have lived their lives in
ways that were steeped in kindness & mercy… It’s
claimed that others saw visions or even performed
miracles... So what makes JESUS stand out... why do
Christians claim that JESUS is UNIQUE... why should
we TRUST HIM & PUT HIM first BEFORE all others...?
Well the answer is in our passage from Romans... the
PROOF of Jesus LORDSHIP.. the reason we can trust
Him & allow Him to direct our lives... Is because He is
the only One who has defeated death & Risen from the
grave..Make no mistake this old Christian statement

about Jesus is radical... Believing that Jesus Rose from
the grave should lead us to trusting Him, surrendering
to Him, following Him & it must also lead to us
Confessing Him.
‘Sticks & stones may break my bones... but words
will never hurt me..’ Now I am sure there are now some
cleverer & classy ways of replying to insults in school
...but back in my day.... years ago... that was how
children tried to tell someone teasing them that they
didn’t care what they said.... BUT of course the truth
was that WE ALL DID CARE what others said about
us... And we all knew that WORDS were powerful
things...Slide 6 For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that
you profess your faith and are saved.
Yes the
last part of our passage I want to talk about today is
the bible’s insistence that we MUST be ready to speak
out our faith in Christ.. Now I know that most of us
find that challenging some times... Many of us feel like
we don’t know what to say... or often we simply don’t
want to stand out & perhaps be treated differently. I’m
not going to lie... that can happen; some people will
probably mistrust us or perhaps avoid us if we openly
mention that we are followers of Jesus...
But we
MUST do it anyway...not in a preachy or pushy way...

Certainly not in a way that implies that we are any
better than anybody else.. But in as natural a way as
possible..... just like we might talk about a good friend
or someone else important in our lives...It’s important
for us, for our relationship with God & our confidence
in Him that we are ready to confess the name of Jesus.
BUT it’s also important for others that we do...The
message version of the bible puts verse 14 of our New
Testament passage like this..Slide 7 . But how can
people call for help if they don’t know who to trust?
And how can they know who to trust if they haven’t
heard of the One who can be trusted? And how can
they hear if nobody tells them?
Today you have spoken out about your faith in front of
us... But I pray that you... that each of us ...whether we
are younger or older... that those of us who know Jesus
would pray & ask God to make us more
compassionate... but also more courageous ... in
seeking each day to help those who don’t know who to
trust...
I think I’m over my 1500 words a long time ago so I will
stop now!
But lets take a moment of quiet as we have that
opportunity to respond to what God has said to us.

Silence - Prayer
The request for confirmation
(they stand) Aimee, Caitlain,
Craig Rachel, Sarah, Stephen & Rachel.
At your Baptism into Christ, God offered you the gifts of His
grace & has constantly been at work in your life. In this moment
God offers to strengthen you by His Spirit & invites you to
respond.
I thank God, and ask to be confirmed.
Opportunity for personal sharing- Videos
(stand) The affirmation of faith
Do you turn away from evil
and at all that denies God? By the grace of God I do.
Do you turn to God, trusting in Jesus Christ as Lord & Saviour &
in the Holy Spirit as Helper & Guide? By the grace of God, I do
The congregation stands Do you believe and trust in God the
Father? I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven & earth.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son? I believe in Jesus
Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, & was buried; he descended to
the dead. On the 3rd day He rose again, He ascended into
heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, & he
will come again to judge the living & the dead.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the

Will you seek the strength of God’s Spirit as you accept the cost

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection

of following Jesus Christ in your daily life?

of the body, & the life everlasting. Amen

With God’s help I will.
Will you witness, by word & deed, to the good news of God in

The confirmation (Remain standing)
Lord by your power & grace strengthen these your servants, that

Christ, & so bring glory to God?

they may live as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. Increase in

The people’s promise
Members of the body of Christ, we rejoice that these, our
sisters & brothers have been confirmed. Will you so maintain the
Church’s life of worship & service that they may grow in grace &
in knowledge & love of God & of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord?
With God’s help we will.

them your gifts of grace, & fill them with your Holy Spirit; the
Spirit of wisdom & understanding, the Spirit of discernment &
inner strength; the Spirit of knowledge, holiness & awe.
Lord confirm your servants (AIMEE CAITLIN CRAIG
RACHEL STEPHEN RACHEL SARAH ) by Your Holy Spirit,
that they may continue as yours forever. amen
welcome : We receive and welcome you as members of the
Methodist Church and of the church in this place.
The promises of the newly confirmed
I ask you to now respond to God’s love & grace by making these
promises. Will you commit yourself to the Christian life of
worship & service & be open to the renewing power of God?
With God’s help I will.

With God’s help I will

The presentation of bibles & Prayer. Lord we pray for
Aimee, Caitlin Craig Rachel Stephen Rachel & Sarah
give
them grace.... courage ...wisdom... help them always
remember your promise to be with them... let them
experience your love each day... and even when they don’t
feel your presence... help them to remain firm in faith..
grant them faithful friends & your constant care... in Jesus
name amen
Prayers for Others & Lords Prayer
As we welcome new members into Christ’s Church so we pray
today for our brothers and sisters in christ who are persecuted
for their faith…. We remember those in N Korea, Mynamar &
various Islamic countries….
Lord give them courage , protect
them & help them reamin faithful…

We pray too for our world, & our leaders for those who continue
to have tough decisions to make regarding climate change… Covid
& ecomies…. We pray that all in positions of responsibility would
be very mindful of the poor & vulnerable.
We also remember
our own land praying for peace , wisdom and God’s protection this
summer.
So we pray for all those who need God’s hand of healing , help or
encouragement this day… rememebring especailly those in our
prayer chain…
We continue to remember Adrianna, Adam,
Timothy, Cole, Ellis, Daniel & 3 week old Jude. We
particularly pray for little Zion & his family as he faces intense
treatment over the next weeks.
We also pray for, Doreen, Robert, Shankar, Reece, Heather,
Matthew, Rita & Jackie with cancer...And Jonathan a
Minister who will soon undergo a very serious operation
Also for those in our Church family who are ill, or in need of
prayer... Jean Woods, Jim, Anna, Maggie, Alison, Irene,
Gerry & Jean, Edna, Nan & Dorothy & Brian Gray,
We also remember Hazel Smyth, Bernie McKee & Peggy
Harrison all in hospital.

Communion Hymn MP 382 Jesus take me as I am.
Jesus Take Me As I Am, I Can Come No Other Way
Take Me Deeper Into You, Make My Flesh Life Melt Away

Make Me Like A Precious Stone, Crystal Clear And Finely Honed
Life Of Jesus Shining Through, Giving Glory Back To You.
The Peace- We are the body of Christ.
In one Spirit we were all baptised into one body. Let us
therefore keep the unity of the Spirit in the
body of peace.
The peace of the Lord Be always with you.
And also with you
Lords Supper
The Lord be with you. : And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks & praise
We praise you, gracious Father, our Maker & Sustainer. You
created the heavens & the earth and formed us in your own
image. Though we sinned against you, your love for us was
constant, & you sent your Son Jesus Christ to be the Saviour of
the world.
Sharing our human nature, he was born of Mary & baptised in the
Jordan. He proclaimed your kingdom, by word & deed, & was put
to death upon the cross. You raised Him from the dead; you
exalted Him in glory; & through Him you have sent your Holy
Spirit, calling us to be Your people, a community of faith.
And so with the angels & archangels & all the choirs of
heaven we join in the triumphant hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

May Jesus Christ be praised...

Holy God we praise you that On the night before he died,
the Lord Jesus took bread & gave you thanks. He broke it &
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take this all of you and eat
it. This is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and
gave it to them saying, “Drink from it all of you. This is my blood
of the new covenant, poured out for all people for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance of me.”

We say togetherLord, we come to this table, trusting in your mercy and not
in any goodness of our own. We are not worthy even to
gather up the crumbs under your table, but it is your nature
always to have mercy, and on that we depend. So feed us
with the body and blood of Jesus Christ, your Son, that we
may for ever live in him and he in us. Amen.

Remembering, therefore, His death & resurrection, &
proclaiming His eternal sacrifice, we offer ourselves to you
in praise & thanksgiving, as we declare the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Send down your Holy Spirit that these gifts of bread & wine
may be for us the body & the blood of Christ. Unite us with
him for ever & bring us with the whole creation to your
eternal kingdom.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the power of the
Holy Spirit, we worship you in songs of everlasting praise.
Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever
and ever. Amen
The gifts of God for the people of God...

Moment to prepare in quiet----

Jesus said Iam the bread of life. Those who come to me shall not
hunger & those who believe in me shall never thirst. Draw near
with faith
The sharing of the Bread & wine
Hymn

Hp746 One more step

One more step along the world I go.
One more step along the world I go.
From the old things to the new
keep me travelling along with you.
And it's from the old I travel to the new.
Keep me travelling along with you.
Round the corner of the world I turn.
More and more about the world I learn.
All the new things that I see
you'll be looking at along with me.
And it's from the old I travel to the new.
Keep me travelling along with you.

As I travel through the bad and good
keep me travelling the way I should.
Where I see no way to go,
you'll be telling me the way, I know.
And it's from the old I travel to the new.
Keep me travelling along with you.
Give me courage when the world is rough.
Keep me loving though the world is tough.
Leap and sing in all I do.
Keep me travelling along with you.
And it's from the old I travel to the new.
Keep me travelling along with you.
You are older than the world can be.
You are younger than the life in me.
Ever old and ever new,
keep me travelling along with you.
And it's from the old I travel to the new.
Keep me travelling along with you.

Closing Prayer & benediction
The blessing of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
remain with us always... we share the grace

