
 
 
 
 
 
READ  Isaiah 11:1-2 

 A shoot will come up from 
the stump of Jesse; from 
his roots a Branch will bear 
fruit. The Spirit of 
the LORD will rest on him—
 the Spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the Spirit of 

counsel and of might, the Spirit 
of the knowledge and fear of 
the LORD—3 and he will delight in 
the fear of the LORD. 

Some years ago when we moved to manse in 
Cork we discovered that there were 2 Palm 
trees in the front garden & 2 in the back. I 
was quite excited about that as I had always 
thought that palm trees looked exotic! The 
weather in cork is usually mild & people told 
us that it rarely snowed but in our 2nd & 3rd 
years there the temperatures fell well below 
what they would usually & our palm trees 
suffered, with the trunks turning black & 
dying. After the severe cold spell had 
finished we had someone round to cut down 
the dead trees leaving only stumps…  

In fact we even had one of the stumps 
removed thinking that sadly that was the 
end of the Palms….. But it wasn’t… for we 
were surprised after a few months we saw 
little green shoots begin to emerge and grow 
out from those 3 remaining stumps …new 
life… new hope…   

Our reading from Isaiah reminds us that in 
the midst of times of great spiritual 
darkness & dryness in the life of Israel, God 

promised that there would be new life & new 
hope to come…   A shoot would come…One 
who would bring new life by offering His own 
life… One on whom the Spirit would rest … 
One who would open up the way for all of us 
to receive new life & new hope …One who 
would send the Spirit onto all who believe…   

In this season of Pentecost as we think of 
God’s greatest gift let us once more hear 
Jesus tell us that… As bad as you are, you 
still know how to give good gifts to your 
children. But your heavenly Father is even 
more ready to give the Holy Spirit to anyone 
who asks. Luke 11:13 God wants to increasingly 
give us His Spirit …to give us wisdom, 
understanding, counsel & might…. 

As we begin our prayers we sit in silence for 
a short time & we open our hearts to God 
asking for His Spirit to come & fill & 
overflow our lives….  Amazing & merciful God 
this day we marvel again at how You bring 
life into situations which seem hopeless…. 
We worship You as the One who grows 
shoots out of stumps…And so Lord we ask 
you to forgive our doubts, fears & 
selfishness. Show us Your mercy we pray & 
revive Your Church throughout this land 
that people would see Your life in us. 

So we bring to God our world using a prayer 
taken from the Tearfund Coronavirus Prayer 
guide.      Lord we are thankful that in the 
UK we have access to worldclass healthcare, 
& can build new mega-hospitals in a matter 
of weeks. The NHS is facing unprecedented 
pressure & we continue to lift our 
healthcare workers up before God. Millions 
around the world who may get very ill from 
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coronavirus will have no access to the 
healthcare they need. People in rural villages 
might have miles to walk just to get to the 
nearest clinic. Equipment like ventilators is 
scarce, even in the larger hospitals (in South 
Sudan, for example, there are 4 ventilators for 
a population of 11 million people). Prevention is 
critical, but many people in poorer countries 
do not have access to soap & clean water to 
properly wash their hands.  

Lord we pray for all NHS workers to be kept 
healthy & well, for availability of necessary 
protective equipment, & for courage to 
replace fear as they care for infected 
people.  

We also ask God to have mercy & to protect 
countries where there is a lack of basic 
healthcare, or where there is already 
devastation because of conflict & natural 
disasters. Pray for strength, wisdom & 
protection for the healthcare workers in 
these places. 

Let us pray now for 
those who have asked 
for our prayers.  

As some children return to school in England 
we remember them & their parents, praying 
for safety for them & teachers. We pray 
too for P7 children here in N Ireland who 
will find out their next school later this 
week. And for all our children as they face 
uncertainty over exams & what school may 
look like when they return.  

As we continue to pray for our young people 
& children we also remember those yet to be 
born. Today the NI assembly will debate a 
motion part which says...this Assembly 
..rejects the imposition of abortion legislation 
which extends to all non-fatal disabilities, 

including Down's syndrome." 
Lets us pray for great compassion for all 
during this debate but also for value to be 
placed on all lives & that young lives would be 
saved.  

Now we continue in prayer as we pray for 
healing on those facing serious illness. 

We continue praying for Timothy Harte & 
Daniel Kidson 2 boys aged 13 with cancer. 
We ask God to bring His healing & to provide 
hope for the families. 

We also pray for others who are seriously ill, 
for baby Rosie, for Colette, for Christine, 
for Mark Armstrong & Hannah Smyth, who is 
now off her ventilator but still very ill.  Lord 
God we ask You to intervene in all these 
situations & bring healing in Jesus name. 

We also continue to pray for Ellen Stewart 
as she recovers from Covid & for Pat & John 
who also have Covid 19.  

Let us also remember Elsbeth White & her 
daughter Marion as she cares for her.  We 
remember too others in our Church family 
caring for loved ones at home. 

So we bring to God those who 
have experienced loss in 
these past days. Remembering 
especially Sammy’s wife 
Muriel, his daughters Alison & 
Julie & the wider family.  We also remember 
others connected to our Church or in the 
community who are grieving at this time. We 
hold on to the promise from Psalm 147 which 
tells us that God ‘ heals the brokenhearted 
&  binds up their wounds.  Lord we ask You to 
bring healing to broken hearts.                              

So we finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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