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READ  Nehemiah 1:1-4   In late autumn, in 

the month of Kislev, in the 

twentieth year of King 

Artaxerxes’ reign, I was at 

the fortress of 

Susa. Hanani, one of my 

brothers, came to visit me 

with some other men who had just arrived 

from Judah. I asked them about the Jews 

who had returned there from captivity & 

about how things were going in Jerusalem. 

They said to me, “Things are not going well 

for those who returned to the province of 

Judah. They are in great trouble & disgrace. 

The wall of Jerusalem has been torn down, & 

the gates have been destroyed by fire.” 
 When I heard this, I sat down & wept. In 

fact, for days I mourned, fasted, & prayed 

to the God of heaven. 

 

After months working in India a few of us 

from the UK had the chance to go for a 

holiday & so we travelled to a few Indian 

tourist sites. It was lovely to get some time 

away & see some of India but it also exposed 

us once again to scenes of real poverty. As 

we travelled I thought of how deeply I had 

been touched by the scenes of poverty when 

I first arrived but of how now I was sort of 

used to it. So I remember praying one night 

that God would melt my heart again... 

 

The next day as I walked through one of the 

cities we were visiting I was approached by a 

lame young boy begging. As the boy hobbled 

along at my side I thought of the advice I 

had been given by some Indian Christians 

about not giving because this would just lead 

to more beggars coming.  So I walked on 

thinking that he would get tired & leave me 

alone, but he didn’t. Instead he continued 

hobbling along at my side pulling at my arm 

until finally I stopped & went into a shop to 

buy a couple of cheap soft rolls , one of 

which I gave to him. Meanwhile my friends 

where in the next shop buying bottles of 

coke so I went in to join them fully 

expecting the boy to leave. However once 

more he stayed, waiting for me to come out 

to smile at me, his way of saying thank you. 

And at that moment God answered my 

prayer & a tear formed in my eye... I had 

bought the roll mostly out of a desire to get 

rid of him, but he had waited to say thanks... 

 

Our world has a way of hardening hearts, of 

telling us that this is just the way things 

are. But this doesn’t have to be the case... 

When privileged Nehemiah received word 

that the walls of Jerusalem were still in 

ruins & that his people were in great 

trouble... he could not turn away. So too as 

our world slowly recovers from the fright of 

Covid we must not lose those lessons on 

‘togetherness’ that we have learnt. We must 

be brave & ask God to give us soft hearts 

for all those who suffer whether that is 
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because of disease, their skin colour, their 

economic status or the fact that they are 

not old enough to be able to speak for 

themselves. Lord melt our hearts.  

 

As we begin our prayers we sit in silence for 

a short time & we open our hearts to God 

asking for His Spirit to come & melt our 

hearts.    Lord forgive us for when we have 

been too accepting of the ways of the world 

& help us deeply yearn for the coming of 

Your kingdom. Amen 

So we pray for our world using a prayer 

from the Unite 714 prayer movement.                

Lord we are thankful for the way you are 

mitigating Covid 19 in many cities & nations 

around the world.  We will not forget your 

mercies to us! Yet we also will not forget all 

the nations & peoples around the world who 

are still quarantined in their homes. With 

food in short supply, no clear end in sight, & 

in some places, increasing violence, many 

people feel imprisoned with no way of 

escape. We ask You today to meet them with 

Your provision, power & peace. Heavenly 

Father only You have the ability to halt the 

invading fear & pain fracturing our world. 

 

 

Lord, in the name of Jesus, we ask You to 

eradicate Covid 19 & heal the hurting 

peoples of the world.  

  

We pray for our Church in 

this week when we install our new president 

Rev Tom McKnight & our new lay leader Mrs 

Hazel Loney. Ask God to enthuse & empower 

them both through His Spirit.    

Let us pray now for those 

who have asked for our 

prayers.  

 

We begin by thanking God for answers to 

prayer in many of the situations we have 

brought to Him in pray. 

For the Northern Ireland 

Assembly’s upholding of a motion 

which has spoken up for the 

rights of unborn children 

especially those with disabilities. Lets us 

continue to pray that the UK government will 

listen to the request to pass this matter 

back to our assembly so that these radical 

changes will be amended.    

 

We also thank God for some signs of 

progress in the health of some of those we 

have been praying for…  

 

For Hannah Smyth, who is now off the 

ventilator, under reduced sedation & has 

squeezed her dad’s hand  Pray for continued 

improvement leading to a complete recovery.  

 

For Timothy Harte whose temperature 

spikes have stabilised & his platelets have 

started to recover to the point where he 

hopefully can begin a new drug regime… 

Continue to pray for protection from 

infection for him & the family. Pray too that 

the new drug treatment would surpass 



medical expectations & not just slow down 

the cancer.  

As Timothy’s parents say.. At this stage of 
Timothy's disease our hope doesn't come from 
possible drug treatments (or the hills as Psalm 
121 would put it), our hope is in the Lord, the 
maker of heaven and earth.                   

 

So we pray to God for a miracle. 

We also continue to pray for Daniel Kidson 

as he receives treatment for cancer.                   

Lord we ask for your healing we pray. 

We pray too for Collette who is now mostly 

breathing herself, with the medical team 

hoping to continue reduced sedation.                    

We pray for a full recovery. 

We also remember others who are seriously 

ill, for baby Rosie, for Christine, for Mark 

Armstrong & Elsbeth White. We pray also 

for Pat & John with Covid 19. 

We also continue to pray for all those 

recovering from illness including Ellen 

Stewart, Tina Donaldson.  

 

So now we bring to God those w ho 

have experienced loss in these past 

days.  

 

We finish with the Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

. 

https://ministermoo.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f4f060ea5badd0d19616f0b15&id=8b508ac11e&e=030b333ce3
https://ministermoo.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f4f060ea5badd0d19616f0b15&id=8b508ac11e&e=030b333ce3

