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READ               Mark 8:22-30                         
22 They came to 

Bethsaida, & some people 
brought a blind man & begged 

Jesus to touch him. 23 He took the blind 
man by the hand & led him outside the 

village. When he had spat on the man’s eyes 
& put his hands on him, Jesus asked, ‘Do you 
see anything?’ 24 He looked up & said, ‘I see 
people; they look like trees walking around.’  
25 Once more Jesus put his hands on the 
man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his 
sight was restored, & he saw everything 
clearly. 26 Jesus sent him home, 
saying, ‘Don’t even go into the village.’ 
27 Jesus & his disciples went on to the 
villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way 
he asked them, ‘Who do people say I am?’ 
28 They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; 
others say Elijah; & still others, one of the 
prophets.’ 29 ‘But what about you?’ he 
asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’  Peter 
answered, ‘You are the Messiah.’ 30 Jesus 
warned them not to tell anyone about him. 

‘Are we there yet.....How far is it now?  
When will get there..? I think every parent 
is subjected to these persistent questions 
on a long journey with their kids... We 
certainly had plenty of them as we travelled 
up from Cork or Fermanagh or went on 
holidays to France. Of course at the 
beginning when the children were very small, 
my replies meant very little to them... for a 
young child has little concept of time... 
However as they got a little older we would 
use things they did understand to try & 
explain how long the journey would be...  So a 
journey would be about 5 episodes of Peppa  

 

Pig or maybe 2 cars movies if it was really 
long!  Then as the children got older & 
started to understand a bit more we began 
to speak to them using hours & minutes or 
tell them we would be there for dinner 
(usually a late dinner!)  Slowly our children 
began to understand, if not really like, the 
fact that getting somewhere can take time... 

In our passage today Mark pulls together 2 
apparently different events that took place 
a good distance apart...Firstly we hear about 
Jesus healing a blind man and while the vast 
majority of Jesus’ miracles happened 
instantly this time He has to lay His hands 
on the man twice before he sees perfectly. 
In the second part of the passage Jesus 
takes his disciples away to the far north & 
there asks them who do people say I am? 
Then changes the question to, the more 
important, ‘Who do you say I am?’ This 
finally leads in verse 29 to Peter’s confession 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Saviour.            
The point is that both the physical healing & 
the disciples coming to ‘see’ who Jesus really 
was took time.... So too we shouldn’t expect 
just to be given everything we pray for 
immediately as God wants our prayer life to 
grow & develop & that takes time.              
Are we there yet...? Well No... but as we 
journey on in prayer let us do so by growing 
more in our understanding & trust in Jesus.   

As we begin our prayers we sit in silence for 
a short time & we open our hearts to God 
asking for His Spirit to make us aware of 
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God’s presence with us & asking that God 
would bring to our hearts the truth of His 
message from Romans 12:12 which tells us ‘   
‘ Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in 
trouble, and keep on praying….’   NLT                     

So we begin our prayers by once 
more bringing to God those areas 

of our   world where Covid 19 is 
still spreading rapidly & many are 

dying. We pray particularly for 
South America, especially Brazil 

which now has the 2nd highest death total.    

 We pray for 
our Church & 

all Churches as we move 
towards the easing of restrictions. We pray 
that God would give all decision makers the 
clear guidance they need & that everyone 
would be kept as safe as possible. We pray 
too that all of God’s people would hold on to 
the lessons learnt during this time & that we 
would continue to follow God’s leading in 
mission to others outside our community. 

Sadly the vote in Westminster 
on the new abortion laws for 
Northern Ireland was lost by 
253 votes to 136. The new 
regulations open the 

opportunity for potential sex selective 
abortions up to 12 weeks, abortion up to 24 
weeks & abortion up to birth for any 
disability. While this law is now in place, we 
continue to pray that God would speak to 
individuals who face difficult choices & 
asking that God would help us share His love 
with all. We pray that unborn lives would be 
saved but also that all women would receive 
the loving support & care they need.    

 

We turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 
our prayers. 

For Hannah Smyth, who is now out of ICU 
but still has a long journey towards healing. 
We rembember also her Dad Ryan in these 
very difficult days.  

We continue to pray for Timothy Harte, 
asking for continued protection from 
infection & that his new treatment will do 
exceedingly more than the Doctors have 
expected. We pray for complete healing.  

We remember too Daniel Kidson as he 
recieves treatment & pray for complete 
healing. 

We give thanks to God that Colette is 
gradually improving & we continue to ask God 
for a full recovery. 

We pray for Ann Stafford following her 
sister’s death & with her own health issues.  

We thank God that baby Rosie is out of ICU 
& we keep praying for further improvement.  

We pray for Tina Donaldson & Nan Irwin 
both in hospital & we also pray for Christine 
& Elsbeth White. 

We continue to remember Margaret 
Kennedy, Lou Kennedy & Marta Kennedy as 
they recover.  

We pray especially for Mark Armstrong, 
critically ill & remember his wife Roberta. 

We remember all those who have 
experienced loss in these past days. 
We particularly pray for the family 
of Sammy McBratney who died last 

week.                                                                            
We finish with the Lord’s Prayer. 


