
 
.+36 
 
 
READ Genesis 18: 17 & 20-26 & 32        
17 Then the LORD said, “Shall I hide 
from Abraham what I am about to 
do?....... 20 Then the LORD said, “The 
outcry against Sodom & 
Gomorrah is so great & 
their sin so grievous 21 that 
I will go down & see if 
what they have done is as 
bad as the outcry that has reached me. If 
not, I will know.” 22 The men turned away & 
went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained 
standing before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham 
approached him & said: “Will you sweep 
away the righteous with the wicked? 24 What 
if there are 50 righteous people in the city? 
Will you really sweep it away & not spare the 
place for the sake of the 50 righteous people 
in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a 
thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, 
treating the righteous & the wicked alike. Far 
be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the 
earth do right?” 
26 The LORD said, “If I find 50 righteous 
people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the 
whole place for their sake.”........ 32 Then he 
said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me 
speak just once more. What if only ten can 
be found there?” 

He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not 
destroy it.” 

 

In his book ‘How to pray...a simple guide for 
normal people.’ Pete Grieg asks the question 
who wouldn’t be flattered, who wouldn’t 
clear their diary if they received a call from 
the prime Minister’s office asking them to 
be a representative voice on one of the 
government’s policy making teams?  Of 
course this sounds highly unlikely but 
imagine if it happened, wouldn’t most of us 
want to contribute in some way to how 

policies were shaped & implemented? Of 
course we would be nervous, yes we would 
feel unqualified, daunted & yet it would be 
an amazing opportunity to help so many.   

In our passage today, we see a situation even 
more amazing that being invited into 
government... For here in Genesis 18 we see 
God open the door for Abraham to get 
involved in His decision making...!   Yes as 
astonishing as it sounds, here God tells 
Abraham what he is planning to do & then 
draws the patriarch into a sort of planning 
discussion about God’s impending judgement 
of the wicked cities of Sodom & Gomorrah. 
It’s certainly a passage that leaves us with 
many questions, one of which is what would 
have happened if Abraham had kept going & 
asked for God to spare the cities if only 5 
righteous people could be found....  Yes this 
passage throws up many questions but it also 
surely shows us that God isn’t closed to our 
intercessions on behalf of others...   In fact 
unlike our human governments, God actively 
invites us to ‘lobby’ on behalf of others...    
So in Christ let’s ‘go right into the presence 
of God with sincere hearts fully trusting him.’ 
Heb 10:22 And let’s keep praying for others.               

 As we begin our prayers we sit in silence for 
a short time & we open our hearts to our 
Heavenly Father remembering that we can 
have confidence to enter the Most Holy 
Place by the blood of Jesus’ Heb 10:19 

So we begin our time of prayer by praying 
for our world using a prayer from 
the UNITE 714 prayer movement. 
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Today, we stand in the gap for cities, nations 
& peoples of our world. Raw pain & 
hopelessness lie underneath the divisions 
fracturing us. Make us ambassadors of 
reconciliation & beacons of hope as we walk 
in Your love & proclaim Your Word. We 
believe for a fresh outpouring of Your Holy 
Spirit. Revive Your Church & bring salvation 
to millions. Lord, empower us to both live & 
proclaim Your Word. We come before Your 
throne with one voice, boldly asking for a 
fresh outpouring of Your Holy Spirit. Lord 
please bring revival to our cities & lands. amen 

This week we pray especially for the nation 
of Sudan where bitter conflict, widespread 

flooding & deadly 
waterborne 
diseases have 
been made worse 
now by 
coronavirus. We 

pray for the millions of parents who are 
facing an uphill battle to feed their families. 
We pray for an end to conflict & that vital 
food supplies would get to those who need 
them most.                                                        

We continue 
to pray for 

our Church & for all who 
follow Jesus. Lord help us be full of grace & 
truth; also help us be bold in prayer & action. 
We also ask for continued guidance for all 
Church leaders as we move gradually 
towards the unlocking of our buildings.    

Over the summer months we pray for our 
children & young people.  We pray for those 

who are awaiting 
results & confirmation 

of places for university 
for September. We pray 
for those young people 

who still feel a sense of loss as term 
finished in a very different way than normal. 
We pray for those children who will be 
transitioning to another school in September. 
 

We turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 

our prayers. 

We give thanks to God that Hannah Smyth 
is making amazing progress & we continue to 
pray for her & her Dad.  We also give thanks 
to God for Helena’s successful surgery & we 
ask for a smooth & speedy recuperation. We 
give thanks for Colette’s return home 
praying for a good recovery.  

We continue praying for Timothy Harte, & 
Daniel Kidson. Asking God to work healing in 
their bodies & lives.  

We pray for Mark Armstrong seriously ill & 
his wife Roberta & we continue to pray for 
baby Rosie.  

We pray too for Elsbeth White in the 
hospice & for her daughter Marion. We also 
pray for Bernie McKee in hospital asking for 
God’s hand upon him & the whole situation.  

We pray for Ann, Nan, Tina, Christine & 
Jerry.  

We continue to remember Margaret 
Kennedy, Lou Kennedy & Marta Kennedy as 
they recover.    

We remember all those who have 
experienced loss in these past days.                                                                              

We finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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