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READ  John 21:7- 14   
7 Then the disciple whom 
Jesus loved said to 
Peter, “It is the Lord!” 
As soon as Simon Peter 
heard him say, “It is the 
Lord,” he wrapped his 
outer garment around him (for he had taken it 
off) & jumped into the water. 8 The other 
disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full 
of fish, for they were not far from shore, about 
a 100 yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a 
fire of burning coals there with fish on it, & 
some bread.  10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some 
of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon 
Peter climbed back into the boat & dragged the 
net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but 
even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus 
said to them, “Come & have breakfast.” None of 
the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” 
They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took 
the bread & gave it to them, & did the same with 
the fish. 14 This was now the 3rd time Jesus 
appeared to his disciples after he was raised 
from the dead. 

So after the most beautiful spring I can 
remember, summer has begun & with the 
holidays the weather has returned to 
something more normal! However rain or no 
rain, we Milligan’s still hope to be able to get 
the BBQ going & enjoy eating outside! Yes I 
have to admit that I really enjoy those 
occasions when the weather is good enough, 
on holiday or at home, to sit outside with my 
meal & it’s even better if I am able to see 
the sea as well!    Food just seems to taste 
better outside & indeed it tastes tastier 
when it’s shared with others. In today’s 
passage we hear how the risen Jesus met 
with his disciples in Galilee & provided 
breakfast for them... The passage has many 

things to say to us but what I want us to 
focus on today is the fact that Jesus met 
these fishermen where they were at... And 
then He drew them to a meal...  In fact it’s 
amazing how many significant moments in 
the scriptures happened around a meal, 
whether that was outside or inside. The 
American pastor Brian Zahnd wrote   “The 
risen Christ did not appear at the temple but at 
meal tables. The center of God’s activity had 
shifted – it was no longer the temple but the 
table that was the holiest of all. The church 
would do well to think of itself, not so much as a 
kind of temple, but as a kind of table. This 
represents a fundamental shift. Consider the 
difference between the temple & the table. 
Temple is exclusive; Table is inclusive. Temple is 
hierarchical; Table is egalitarian. Temple is 
authoritarian; Table is affirming. Temple is 
uptight & status conscious; Table is relaxed & 
‘family-style.’ Temple is rigorous enforcement of 
purity codes that prohibit the unclean; Table is a 
welcome home party celebrating the return of 
sinners. The temple was temporal. The table is 
eternal. We thought God was a deity in a temple. 
It turns out God is a father at a table.” 

As Christians across Ireland move towards 
opening up our premises again, we might do 
well to keep these words in our minds & 
remember that the risen Jesus chose not to 
meet with his disciples at their temple… but 
on a Galilean beach using a stone a table…  

So as we come now to pray, let us remember 
that Jesus meets us where we are.. even a 
humble kitchen table.                                                      
So we pause & sit in quiet for a moment 
asking God to make us aware of His presence 
with us.  
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So we begin our time of prayer by 
praying for our world using a 
prayer from the UNITE 714 
prayer movement. 

Lord, for the last few months, we have been 
coming to You, with one voice, from 179 
nations around the world. We thank You for 
Your mitigation of Covid 19. Without Your 
divine aid, things could have been far worse. 
Yet, many of us find ourselves in nations still 
I the clutches of this pandemic. Our 
economies have not recovered. Our lands are 
in deep need of spiritual and social healing. 
Despite these realities, we refuse to lose 
heart. You promise to give justice to Your 
people as we cry out to You day & night.  
Lord, with one voice, we ask You to 
eradicate COVID 19 and bring healing to 
our nations. Amen.  

This week we pray 
especially for the 
nations of Latin 
America which 
yesterday became the 
2nd worst hit region in 

the world in terms of Covid 19 deaths. 
145,000 have already lost their lives with 
half them being in Brazil & another 35,000 
in Mexico. We pray for the healthcare 
professionals in these places & for those 
families left bereaved. Lord show mercy we 
pray, protect healthcare workers, bring 
healing to those who are ill & comfort to 

those who have experienced loss. 

                                                  We continue 
to pray for our Church now & for all 
Christians everywhere. Lord help us to live 
out our calling as Your people. Encourage us 
& strengthen our hearts & hands so that we 
continue to support each other & care for 
others wherever we are. We ask also that 
You would grant all Christian leaders the 
grace they need to lead well in these 
troubled times. 

 
We turn now to focus on 
those who have requested 

our prayers. 

We give thanks for God’s help shown to 
Hannah Smyth, Helena, Colette & Mark 
Armstrong. We continue to bring each of 
them & their families before God asking 
that He will complete the good work of 
healing that He has begun in them.  

We are thankful for the present condition 
of Timothy Harte & we pray that God would 
continue to do a mighty work in his body & 
life. We also pray for young Daniel Kidson 
as he recieves treatment for cancer.   We 
pray for complete forever healing.   

We continue praying for baby Rosie.  

We pray too for Shirley Bristow, Nan Irwin 
& Tina Donaldson. Jerry & Jean McHaffie. 

We also remember Bernie McKee, Margaret 
Kennedy, Lou Kennedy & Marta Kennedy. 

We remember the family of Elsbeth White 
following her death. We pray especially for 
Marion her daughter. We also remember all 



others who have experienced loss in these 
past days.                                                                              

We finish with the Lord’s Prayer 
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